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Since we live in the digital age of
instant information many of us saw
the pictures the Supreme Physical
Fitness Board posted on the Slovak
Catholic Sokol Face Book page of
Sokol members
having a great fra-
ternal time at the
Sokol Family Fest
held on July 15-18,
2021, at the SNPJ
Recreation center
in Enone Valley, PA.
Hats off to the Su-
preme Physical Fit-
ness Board for organizing this event
for the membership and for keeping
everyone busy with activities during
the day and evening, even during
the occasional rainstorms. To all the
Sokol members who attended, you
made the Sokol Family Fest a suc-
cess and thank you for your fraternal
dedication and for participating.

Our Supreme Director of Sports
and Athletics, James C. Matlon has
all-ready for the Slovak Catholic So-
kol 66™ International Golf Tourna-
ment, August 6 — 8, 2021 at Trea-
sure Lake Golf Resort in Dubois, PA.
Brother Matlon has everything set to
welcome all Sokol golfers and the
other golfers from the other frater-
nals for an exciting and competitive
tournament. May all enjoy the tourna-
ment and have great rounds of golf.
The summer of 2021 is two thirds
over since August is where we start
winding down. The summer of 2021
has been somewhat fun since many
of the Covid restrictions were elimi-
nated but we know there are some
that remain. We all were ready for

Message from our Supreme President
Michael ]J. Horvath

more freedom and less restrictions
but as we have seen we still need to
be aware of the dangers that still ex-
ist. Enjoy the rest of the summer and
your vacation as you prepare for au-
tumn and the start of the new school
year.

This summer we also saw what
can happen if we do not take care
of things and or delay paying atten-
tion to experts and what they recom-
mend. We were all shocked to see
a high-rise condo collapse in Flor-
ida that claimed 200 plus lives and
changed the lives of many families.
Then there are the wildfires in the
west that we can see here on the
east coast by the haze in the sky
making the sunrises and sets bright
orange, they are beautiful but come
at a great cost to all of us. Let us pray
for all those that lost their lives in the
Condo collapse and for the families
affected as they rebuild their lives.

No one can predict what the
future has in store for us, but these
tragic events should make us think,
do we have our house in order? Do
we have enough life insurance that
can be passed on to our loved ones
if something happens to us that they
can use to help them rebuild? If this
is the time to think about your future
to see if you need additional life in-
surance coverage contact our Su-
preme Secretary, Scott T. Pogorelec,
F.I.C. or our Director of Sales, Albert
J. Suess, Jr. F.I.C. for help figuring
out what you might need to provide
financial security to your family.

Stay safe and healthy!

With God’s Blessings to Alll

Zdar Boh!

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING

OF ASSEMBLY 163

The semiannual meeting of Assembly 163
in Donora, PA was held on Sunday, June
27. The meeting was held virtually due to
the COVID-19 and began at 1:00 p.m. The
financial report was given, minutes reviewed
and discussion regarding planning a Chil-
dren Christmas Party this year. It was agreed
to have in person meeting going forward.

— Theresa, Gardner, Financial Secretary

PARISH FESTIVAL SET IN
CLIFTON, NJ SEPT. 5™

SS.Cyril and Methodius Parish in
Clifton, NJ will host its traditional festival
on Sunday, September 5 from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. on the parish grounds located at 218
Ackerman Avenue. There will be plenty of
picnic food favorites along with traditional
Slovak culinary specialities. There will be a
50-50 raffle along with other raffles. Drinks
will include water, soda and beer. An en-
joyable afternoon is assured.
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From the desk of the Supreme Secretary

SOKOL SUMMER
by Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C.

“Above all else, guard your heart, for ev-
erything you do flows from it.” Proverbs
4:23

Greetings from the Home Office! |
hope everyone is enjoying the summer
heat and staying safe. It may be easy to
drop our guard a bit as many places fully
open with no restrictions. But this virus
and its variants are
truly an unknown. |
urge all our members
to be aware of your
’ environment and to
L take proper precau-

. tions while following
¢ all CDC and State

J; recommendations.

a) | know that many
Group, Assembly, and Wreath outings
are being planned and | ask all our of-
ficers to use their best judgement when
having your events. | also ask you to let
us know about your event and take pho-
tos so we can publish them in the Fal-
con. You may just give another Group,
Assembly, or Wreath an idea!

| was happy to see that some of our
members were able to enjoy some out-
door fun while attending SokolFest at
the SNPJ Recreation Facility in Enon
Valley, PA. Our Supreme Physical Fit-
ness Board and the staff at the facility
followed all Covid-19 pandemic guide-
lines mandated by the state of Pennsyl-
vania. They took great care of ensuring
the health and safety of our members
who were in attendance. By the re-
sponse and various mentions our social
media platforms, it looks like everyone
had a great time! | would like to thank
our Supreme Physical Fitness Board for
always trying different ways to engage
our members.

This upcoming week will be special
for our organization as we will be hold-
ing our 66" International Golf Tourna-
ment at Treasure Lake Golf Resort in
Dubois, PA. It will be our first tourna-
ment in two years due to the Covid-19
pandemic. We will be joined by our
brother fraternals, First Catholic Slovak
Union and Greek Catholic Union and we

Ia)

are anticipating well over 120 golfers.
Over the years, this event has become
much more than a golf outing, as it has
become a true Fraternal event. Unfortu-
nately, due to the border being closed,
we will surely be missing our brothers
and sisters from Canada, and we look
forward to seeing them in person again.
All activities for this event will be held
outdoors and | urge all in attendance to
stay safe.

I would like to ask all our members
to continue to promote our Society and
all that it has to offer. When promoting
our life insurance, always remember the
benefits which only life insurance can
provide. With funeral and burial costs
totaling more than $10,000, the death of
a loved one can leave quite the financial
burden. Life insurance can help subsi-
dize these and other costs. Our policies
also offer a tax-advantaged way to build
cash value that may be used when in
need of emergency funds. Loans are tax
free if the policy stays in force. These
are just a few reasons of the benefits of
life insurance and the Slovak Catholic
Sokol can help in filling these important
needs for your family. If anyone has any
questions, please feel free to call our Di-
rector of Sales, Albert J. Suess, at (412)
381-5431 or give me a call at the Home
Office, (800) 886-7656 and we will be
glad to assist you.

Until next time, continue to enjoy
the summer weather! Stay safe, stay
strong, and stay POSITIVE!

Zdar Boh!

SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON
PUBLICATION DATE

The next issue of the Slovak
Catholic Falcon will be that of

SEPTEMBER 1, 2021. DEAD-
LINE for all photos and informa-
tion for this issue will be AU-
GUST 22, 2021.

MINNEAPOLIS PARISH TO
HOST SUMMER FESTIVAL

Assembly 34 and Wreath 47 will once
again participate in the traditional Summer
Festival of SS.Cyril and Methodius Parish
on Saturday, August 21%t from noon to 4
p.m. on the parish grounds located at 1315
2 Street in Northeast, Minneapolis, MN.

Everyone is excited at hosting this
year’s festival since last year’s had been
cancelled. The festival is an opportunity
to celebrate the vibrant spirit of our parish.
There will be plenty of traditional food and
drink. DJ music will be provided. An enjoy-
able afternoon is assured. We hope that
many of our area Sokols and Sokolky will
join us for an afternoon of summer fun.

Minneapolis was one of the oldest
Slovak colonies in America. Our parish,
founded in 1891 is the third oldest Slovak
parish established in America and the first
to choose our Slav apostles as its patrons.

For additional information on this year’s
event, call James T. Genosky at tel.763
789-9196. Zdar Boh!

— Assembly 34, Wreath 47

16™ YOUNGSTOWN
SLOVAK FEST

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in
Youngstown, OH will host its traditional
Slovak Fest on Sunday, August 15 from
12 noon to 4 p.m. Festivities begin with a
Slovak-English Mass at 10:30 a.m. in St.
Matthias Church, 915 Cornell Street.

Beginning at 12:30 p.m. A choice of
2 dinners featuring Slovak culinary speci-
alities will be available. Del Sinchak and
his orchestra will entertain from 1-3 p.m.
Pre-ordered take-outs will be available by
calling the rectory at tel. 330 788-5082.
Proceeds aid Catholic education. There
will be a Slovak heritage display. We hope
to see many Mahoning Valley Sokols and
Sokolky at this year’s festival Zdar Boh!

- Loretta Ekoniak

CHECK(OUI'THENEW.,

SOKOL WEAR!
HOODIES, T-SHIRTS, GOLF SHIRTS,
VISORS AND CAPS are now available
on line. Order yours today by simply
going to our website

slovakcatholicsokol.org
and selecting the link

“New Sokol Wear”.

Clothing items will be shipped directly
to your door!
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Thoughts from our Supreme Chaplain,
Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic

ASSUMPTION OF MARY INTO HEAVEN
AUGUST 15™

In the late 4" century, Epiphanius of Salamis wrote of his
search for reliable traditions concerning the fate of Mary and
his inability to discover any. His inquiry sug-
gests that discussion of Mary’s immortality
had already arisen in popular circles, and he
identifies three beliefs concerning her end:
that she died a normal and peaceful death;
that she died a martyr; and that she did not
die. He suggested tentatively that Chapter 12
of the Book of Revelation, which speaks of a
woman “clothed with the Sun” who escapes
“the dragon” by fleeing into the wilderness to be nourished “for
a time, and times, and half a time,” might possibly be a ref-
erence to her immortality, but the early church identified the
woman with the church and there is no evidence that an iden-
tification with Mary existed before Epiphanius. “No one knows
her end,” he concludes.

The Dormition/Assumption of Mary makes its first appear-
ance in two apocryphal texts from the third and fourth centuries,
the Liber Requiei Mariae (“Book of Mary’s Repose”), and the
“Six Books Dormition Apocryphon”. Both come from hetero-
dox (i.e., proto-heretical) circles, the first having strong Gnos-
tic overtones and the second associated with a sect called the
Kollyridians, whom Epiphanius condemned for their excessive
devotion to Mary. Notable later apocrypha based on these
include De Obitu S. Dominae and De Transitu Virginis, both
probably from the 5" century, with further versions by Diony-
sius the Areopagite, and St. Gregory of Tours, among oth-
ers. The Transitus Mariae was among apocrypha condemned
in a 6"-century work called Decretum Gelasium (the “Decree
of Gelasius”, although not in fact by Pope Galasius I), but by
the early 8th century it was so well established that John of Da-
mascus could set out what had become the standard Eastern
tradition, that “Mary died in the presence of the Apostles, but
that her tomb, when opened, upon the request of St Thomas,
was found empty; wherefrom the Apostles concluded that the
body was taken up to heaven.”

In some versions of the story, the event is said to have
taken place in Ephesus, in the House of the Virgin Mary. This is
a much more recent and localized tradition. The earliest tradi-
tions say that Mary’s life ended in Jerusalem. By the 7" century,
a variation emerged, according to which one of the apostles,
often identified as St. Thomas, was not present at the death
of Mary but his late arrival precipitates a reopening of Mary’s
tomb, which is found to be empty except for her grave clothes.
In a later tradition, Mary drops her girdle down to the apostle
from heaven as testament to the event. This incident is depict-
ed in many later paintings of the Assumption.

Teaching of the Assumption of Mary became widespread
across the Christian world, having been celebrated as early as
the 5™ century and having been established in the East by Em-
peror Maurice around AD 600. St. John Damascene records

(Continued on page 9)

FATHER ANDREW HVOZDOVIC IN
NEW PARISH ASSIGNMENT

Scranton Bishop Joseph Bambera has named our Supreme
Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic to a new parish assignment.
Father Andrew has been appointed pastor of Gate of Heaven
Parish in Dallas, PA and Our Lady of Victory Parish in Harvey’s
Lake, PA. The new assignment is effective in early August. Father
Andrew has served as pastor of the Sayre, PA parish for the past
16 years. On a positive note, Father Andrew’s new assignment
will bring him closer to his mother Margaret, who is doing well,
which is now just a 20-minute ride from his new parish. This is
opposed to the nearly two hour drive to visit his mom from the
Sayre parish.

In addition to serving as our Supreme Chaplain, Father An-
drew also serves as the national president of the Slovak Catholic
Federation. We offer prayerful best wishes to Father Andrew at
this time in his priestly ministry among us. May God continue to
bless him with good health and continued vigor as he so beauti-
fully mirrors our rich Cyrilo-Methodian heritage of faith. Ad multos
annos!

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR
NEW ENGLAND FRATERNALISTS

The New England Fraternal Alliance will again offer schol-
arship grants to full time college students. Grants of $1,000
each will be awarded to students in their sophomore, junior or
senior year in college to in graduate school. These grants are
paid directly to recipients. These grants are in memory of Pearl
Plante and Normand Ouellette, both past presidents of the al-
liance.

In addition, the Harvey G. Bacque Fraternalist of the Year
and the Family of the Year awards will also be offered. For ap-
plications and other details, contact Daniel F. Tanzone at the
home office. Deadline for applications for these grants is Sep-
tember, 1, 2021 with presentation at the annual meeting in No-
vember 2021.

ATTENTION SOKOL QOLFERSII!

The Slovak Catholic Sokol as a Fraternal Society, participates
in various charitable acts. For this reason, | ask all of our golfers
who are attending the 66" International Golf Tournament in Dubois
this year to help us continue these efforts.

We would like to encourage our golfers to bring any old golf
shirts that you may no longer need to donate to the Haven House
in Dubois. The Haven House Shelter is a short-term homeless
shelter for residents of Clearfield, Elk and Jefferson Counties serv-
ing the homeless for 15 years. During that time over 800 people
have regained their independence and self-respect in an average
of 39 days. The shelter is limited to 8 beds and the building is se-
cured and staffed 24 hrs.--365 days a year. Haven house is a 501
¢ nonprofit so donations are tax deductible

This is a great way to help the homeless along with clearing
out your closets of golf shirts you no longer need! | will have a col-
lection box at both the Treasure Lake Golf Course along with the
Fairfield Inn & Suites.

| look forward to seeing many of our golfers knowing that you
will show your true Sokol fraternalism by helping in this worthy
cause. Zdar Boh! — Edward D. Moeller, Vice President

—4 -
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MINUTES OF THE SUPREME BOARD OF DIRECTORS
QUARTERLY MEETING HELD VIA VIRTUAL MEETING

Thursday, June 24, 2021 - 3:00 p.m.

Supreme President, Michael J. Horvath, Called to Order
the Quarterly Meeting of the Supreme Board of Directors at
3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24, 2021, and greeted all the
members of the Board on the call.

Supreme Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F. of-
fered the Opening Prayer leading the Directors in the reading
of the Prayer to Practice the Golden Rule.

Supreme Treasurer, James F. Knis, led the Board mem-
bers in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Supreme Secretary, Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C. was asked
to take the Roll Call and the following members responded:

Supreme Chaplain............... Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F.
Supreme President...........ccoceeeiiiiiieeninnns Michael J. Horvath
Supreme Vice-President..............cccccuunneee Edward D. Moeller
Supreme Secretary......ccccoccveeeennnne Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C.
Supreme Treasurer.........ccccvveeeeeeciveeeeeeiineeeens James F. Knis
General Counsel............ccceeee... John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq.
Chairperson of the Supreme Auditors .......... James G. Jerek
Supreme Director of Sports and Athletics... James C. Matlon
Supreme Physical Director..................... John M. Underation
Supreme Physical Directress ........ccccoovveeeeinneenn. Katie Swift

The record will show that all ten members of the Board of
Directors are present. Acknowledged

President Horvath informed the Board that they all have
received the Minutes from our last Board meeting held on
March 19, 2021, and published in the May 1, 2021, issue of
the Slovak Catholic Falcon. Brother President entertained a
motion for their acceptance, so moved by Supreme Treasurer,
James F. Knis, seconded by General Counsel, John D. Pog-
orelec, Jr., Esq. Approved

President Horvath then called upon our Director of Sales,
Albert J. Suess, F.I.C., to give a brief overview of the Mem-
bership/Sales and Marketing Report.

Brother Suess gave a snapshot of the current life and an-
nuity production for the year to date as compared to the 2021
projections.

Brother Albert also gave an update on the Drive to 50
Campaign, which will be extended to June 30, 2022.

Brother Albert also updated the Board on our website en-
hancements and an online application process that is being
researched through various vendors.

Several questions were presented and addressed to
the satisfaction of the Board and President Horvath thanked
Brother Suess for the report. President Horvath then asked
for a motion to accept the report, so moved by Chairperson
of the Supreme Auditors, James G. Jerek, seconded by Su-
preme Director of Sports and Athletics, James C. Matlon.

Approved

President Horvath then called upon Mr. Thomas Cali-
mano, Market Director/Senior Vice-President, and Ms. Cyn-
thia Cole, Fixed Income Specialist, of PNC Institutional Asset
Management to present the PNC Advisor’s Report.

Mr. Calimano and Ms. Cole reviewed PNC’s outlook for
the financial markets and the economy with the Board. Addi-
tionally, he reviewed the investment strategies recently imple-
mented in both the equity and fixed income portfolios.

Ms. Cole reviewed the portfolio’s structure, quality and
updated the Board on recent changes within the portfolio. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Calimano and Ms. Cole discussed the continued
effects of the coronavirus on the fixed income investing, the
current level of interest rates, and expectations for potential
investment opportunities during the second half of the year.

Mr. Calimano and Ms. Cole addressed various questions
from the Board concerning our performance outlook and Mr.
Calimano indicated the Society is in a strong financial posi-
tion, especially in this volatile fiscal environment. The Board
members expressed thanks to Mr. Calimano and Ms. Cole for
their presentation.

President Horvath then called on the Supreme Director
of Sports and Athletics, James C. Matlon, for the Physical
Fitness Board Report.

Brother Matlon reported that, unfortunately, the Slovak
Catholic Sokol 75th Annual International Bowling Tournament
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Brother Matlon, Brother Underation, and Sister Swift also
updated the Board on the virtual meetings that have been
held between the Supreme Physical Fitness Board.

The Treasure Lake Resort is ready to host our 66th In-
ternational Golf Tournament from August 6th-8th and expect
to have the largest turnout in many years with additional golf-
ers from the GCU and FCSU. The 2021 Tournament social
gatherings will be outside for the health and safety of all par-
ticipants and guests. The expected number of golfers for the
2021 tournament will allow us to use both the Gold and Silver
Course on Saturday and Sunday.

President Horvath thanked Brother Matlon, Brother Un-
deration, and Sister Swift for their report and entertained a
motion to accept, so moved by Supreme Chaplain, Rev. An-
drew S. Hvozdovic, seconded by Supreme Vice-President,
Edward D. Moeller. Approved

Brother President then called upon General Counsel,
John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq. for the Legal Department Re-
port.

Counsel reported that there are two items to report on:

1. Brother John updated the Board on the potential
buyer for the print shop in the rear of the Home Office
Building.

2. Brother John also updated the Board on the
mortgage modifications for our two existing
mortgages.

After a brief discussion regarding the above items, Presi-
dent Horvath entertained a motion to approve the report, so
moved by Supreme Physical Director, John M. Underation,
seconded by Supreme Vice-President, Edward D. Moeller.
General Counsel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esg. abstained.

Approved

President Horvath thanked the General Counsel and
called upon Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, Edward
D. Moeller, for the Scholarship Committee Report.

Brother Moeller reported that the committee met on
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, via virtual meeting, and made
their selections.

The winner’s photos appeared in the July 1, 2021, issue

(Continued on page 9)
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GROUP 7 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Group 7 “ Rev. Joseph Murgas” o
Wilkes-Barre, PA will hold their 85" Annual
“Sokol Day” Picnic on Saturday, Septem-
ber 4, 2021. This event will take place at
the Plains Lions Pavilion on Clarke Lane in
Plains Twp., PAfrom 1 p.m.- 5 p.m. The pic-
nic will feature Slovak food and other picnic

please join us.
Zdar Boh!
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Members of the planning committee - I-r in front: Amy Blasco, Dawn Palchanis and Healther
Horvath; seated: Mike Horvath, Pam Lipski, Audrey Graham and Joe Hvozdovic; standing:
Rev. Andrew Hvozdovic, Marty Degnan, Kelly Palchanis, Matthew Malenovitch, Kim Gra-

ham, Gary Blasco and Frank Lipski.

favorites, and games of chance for all ages.
All are invited to come out and spend the
day with Group 7 to celebrate our Slovak
culture! Sokol Day is open to the public, so

Pamela Lipski
S.C.S. Group 7 Reporter

Group 7 recently cleaned up and planted
flowers at the memorial site of Father Jo-
seph Murgas, the groups namesake, at
Sacret Heart Cemetery in Dallas, PA.

PENNSYLVANIA FRATERNAL ALLIANCE 2021 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Scholarship Committee of the Pennsylvania Fraternal
Alliance is announcing that the 2021 applications are now
available for the annual Scholarship Program. Applications
can be obtained through eligible members of a Fraternal
Benefit Society belonging to the Pennsylvania Fraternal
Alliance or by contacting the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
Secretary-Treasurer at Theresa@Ipscu.org or 888-834-6614.

Apphcants must:
Be a resident of Pennsylvania and a member of a
Fraternal Benefit Society that is a member of the
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance.

e Be a 2021 high school graduate attending an
accredited college, university, trade school, etc. in the
summer/fall of 2021 as a full-time student (twelve
semester credits).

e (Obtain a recommendation letter from their Fraternal
Benefit Society.
*  Submit a 500-word essay on: “What does fraternal

mean to you? What would you do to increase the
relevance of fraternals to you and your peers?”

Return the completed application, essay and letter of
recommendation, postmarked no later than September 1,
2021.

Atleast one $500 scholarship will be awarded. Additional
scholarships may be awarded depending upon available funds.

If you or your society has not received the information
on the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance Scholarship, please
contact Bernadette Luketich-Sikaras (412) 843-0380 or e-mail
bluketichsikaras(@croatianfraternalunion.org.

-6-—
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PENNSYLVANIA FRATERNAL ALLIANCE 2021 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Return the completed application, essay and letter of recommendation, postmarked no later than

September 1, 2021, to: Bernadette Luketich-Sikaras Chairperson * Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
Scholarship Committee * Croatian Fraternal Union * 100 Delaney Drive * Pittsburgh, PA 15235-5416

Date:

Name:

Date of Birth:

Telephone: ( )

Address:

City/State/Zip:
E-Mail Address

Your Fraternal Benefit Society: No. of Years a Member

College you will be attending in 2021/2022:

Scholastic Achievement (Honors/Awards)*:

Extracurricular School Activities*:

Civic (non-school) Activities*:

Fraternal Benefit Society Activities*:

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkhkhkhkkkkhkhhkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Submit a 500-word essay on: “What does fraternal mean to you? What would you do to increase the relevance of fraternals

*Information may be submitted on a separate sheet of paper. Please type or print.

to you and your peers?”

I understand that my selection for this scholarship is based upon my answers to these questions and the essay | have written; and, further,
that my application is in competition with other eligible persons and that the decision of the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance is final. This
application is completed with my knowledge and consent, and false information will void the award. The information that is provided in

this application is true and complete.

Applicant

Signature of Applicant Date

Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 2021 Scholarship Rules/Regulations/Requirements
must:
Be a resident of Pennsylvania and a member of a Fraternal Benefit Society that is a member of the Pennsylvania
Fraternal Alliance.
Be a 2021 high school graduate attending an accredited college, university, trade school, etc. in the summer/fall of 2021
as a full-ime student (twelve semester credits). Proof of attendance must be submitted with application.
Obtain a recommendation letter from your Fraternal Benefit Society.
Submit a 500-word essay on: “What does fraternal mean to you? What would you do to increase the relevance
of fraternals to you and your peers?”
Return the completed application, essay and letter of recommendation, postmarked no later than September 1, 2021, to:
Bernadette M. Luketich-Sikaras, Chairperson
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance Scholarship Committee
Croatian Fraternal Union
100 Delaney Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15235-5416

At least one $500 scholarship will be awarded. Additional scholarships may be awarded depending upon available funds.

Judging will be done by the 2021 Scholarship Committee of the PFA.
Awards will be announced at the Annual Meeting held in October 2021.

-7
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GREAT-GRANDSON OF A SOKOL FOUNDER
GARFIELD, N.J. CITY CLERK ANDREW J. PAVLICA
HONORED AT RETIREMENT DINNER AT THE VENETIAN

On May 20, The Venetian Restau-
rant in Garfield, N.J. was the site of a
gala dinner honoring Andrew J. “Drew”
Pavlica on the occasion of his retire-
ment. He has been the City Clerk of the
city of Garfield for the past 33 years. He
has also served as the Deputy City Man-
ager of Garfield since 2003. Drew is our
Sokol of Assembly 1 in Passaic, N.J. His
great-grandfather, Joseph Prelich was
among the 46 original founders of the
Slovak Catholic Sokol in 1905 and was
active in the Passaic area Slovak com-
munity at St. Mary of the Assumption
Slovak Parish in its early years.

Brother Drew has been active in the
community in the best traditions of frater-
nal outreach and service. His activities
read like a litany of service. He is a past-
president of the Municipal Clerks’ Asso-
ciation of New Jersey, a past-president
of the Bergen County Municipal Clerks
Association, past-president of the Gar-
field YMCA and a past-president of the
Garfield Rotary Club. Drew is a Walter
D. Head Fellow, and a Paul Harris Fel-
low, the highest recognition one can re-
ceive from Rotary International. He is a
past-chairman of the Rutgers University/
MCANJ Education Committee. Drew is
recognized as a Maser Municipal Clerk

by the International Institute of Municipal
Clerks and is a past-region Il Director for
the IIMC, representing the Northeastern
region of the United States.

He is a devoted public servant who
has never missed a Mayor and City
Council Meeting in over 33 years of ser-
vice to the people of Garfield. Drew was
named New Jersey “Municipal Clerk of
the Year” by the MCANJ in 2018. He
has served on the Garfield Free Public
Library Board of Trustees, has served
on the Garfield Planning Board, and has
served on the Garfield Zoning Board of
Adjustment.

Drew produced and directed “Tom
Duch’s Public Policy Forum” a Cable-
TV Show when Tom was mayor of the
City of Garfield. He is a member of As-
sembly 1 of the Slovak Catholic Sokol in
Passaic, our organization’s oldest lodge
and was a Special Commissioner for the
Suburban Essex Joint Insurance Fund.

He is product of the Garfield School
System and is a graduate of Montclair
State University

Drew and his lovely wife, Joan
Preztunik, reside in Hasbouck Heights,
N.J. Congratulations Brother Drew and
enjoy your retirement.

Zdar Boh!

Garfield, N.J. City Clerk, and our Sokol of Assembly 1, Drew Pavlica,shown center, ac-
cepts a Proclamation from, I-r Garfield Council Member Joe Delaney, Garfield Mayor
Richard Rigoglioso, Garfield Deputy Mayor Erin Delaney(also EImwood Park Borough
Clerk) and Garfield City Manager Tom Duch, also our Sokol member, during the retire-
ment dinner honoring Brother Pavlica held on May 20 at the Venetian Restaurant in Gar-
field, N.J. Our congratulations and fraternal best wishes go out to Brother Pavlica, who
never missed a Mayor and City Council meeting in over 33 years of service, on this happy
occasion. Drew’s great-grandfather, the late Joseph Prelich was among the 46 founders
of the Slovak Catholic Sokol in 1905. Best wishes go out to Brother Drew and his lovely
wife, the former Joan Preztunik. Happy retirement and Zdar Boh!
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Introdveing owr
newest members

5

Halle Hope Richnavsky, born Decem-
ber 22, 2020 is the daughter of Aaron
and Rachel Richnavsky of Galloway,
OH. She was enrolled as a member of
Wreath 153 in Parma, OH.

Raelyn Michelle Toth, born October 5,
2020, is the daughter of Joseph and
Katherine Moeller Toth of Pittsburgh,
PA. She was enrolled as a member of
Wreath 22 in Pittsburgh, PA.
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MINUTES OF THE SUPREME BOARD
OF DIRECTORS QUARTERLY MEETING

(Continued from page 5)

of the Falcon publication. Checks will be mailed out from the
Home Office in July to the applicants who were selected for a
grant. Brother Moeller reported that 29 Slovak Catholic Sokol
College Grant winners were selected, 2 Theodore and Mary
Jane Rich Memorial Grant, 2 Emil Slavik Memorial Grant, 1
Doctors Lesko Medical Memorial Grant, 1 Krista Glugosh Me-
morial Grant, 1 Yencha Family Grant and 3 Museum Memorial
Grants were awarded.

In addition, 6 Slovak Catholic Sokol Abbot Jerome M.
Koval, O.S.B Memorial High School Grants and 11 Slovak
Catholic Sokol Grade School Grant recipients were selected.

Thank-you letters acknowledging individual selections
have been received at the Home Office and Brother Moeller,
as in the past, has forwarded the “essay quotes” received
from the winners to be included in the Falcon publication.

Several recommendations were presented from Brother
Moeller and the Board agreed with them which would improve
the application process. The website will be updated accord-
ingly, and the applications will become available in November
of 2021.

President Horvath called for a motion to accept the report
submitted by Brother Moeller, so moved by Supreme Director
of Sports and Athletics, James C. Matlon, seconded by Gen-
eral Counsel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq. Supreme Vice-
President, Edward D. Moeller abstained. Approved

The Supreme President questioned the Board members
regarding the Annuity Interest Rate to be offered for the third
quarter of 2021.

The Board members had a lively discussion regarding
the Annuity Interest Rate, taking into consideration our in-
vestment portfolio and the recommendations of our Director
of Sales. Chairperson of the Supreme Auditors, James G.
Jerek, made a motion to keep the rates at their current level,
seconded by Supreme Vice-President, Edward D. Moeller.

Approved

President Horvath questioned if there was any New
Business to address.

Brother Secretary informed the Board that the 3rd Quar-
ter Meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 24-26,
2021, in Wilkes-Barre, PA. We are hoping to have our first
in-person meeting in over 18 months. Acknowledged

Having completed all the business on the agenda, Su-
preme President, Michael J. Horvath, entertained a motion
to adjourn, so moved by Supreme Treasurer, James F. Knis,
seconded by General Counsel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq.

Approved

Supreme Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F., of-
fered the Closing Prayer for all the ill and deceased members
of our organization, as well as all affected by Covid-19.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. Zdar Boh!

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott T. Pogorelec F.I.C.
Supreme Secretary

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL MUSEUM
DONATIONS APRIL - JUNE 2021

We are pleased to acknowledge the following donations
which were received in April through June of 2021 for our Slovak
Catholic Sokol Museum located at our home office in Passaic,
NJ. Adonation in someone’s honor is a great way to pay tribute to
a Sokol member who has been active in your Group, Assembly,
or Wreath.

The monies received from these donations fund our annual
$1,000 Memorial Scholarships which assist our young people in
their educational endeavors. The number of scholarship grants
the Museum Board gives out, depends upon the amount of dona-
tions received.

DONATION RECEIVED

In Memory of Donated By Amount
Nancy Fedor Supreme Chaplain

Rev. Andrew Hvozdovic $50.00

Mrs. Margaret Hvozdovic
Mary Jean Tarantini David Tarantini Family 100.00
Nancy Fedor David Tarantini Family 50.00
Joe and Marge Pramik Celeste Oprean 100.00

Paul Knis Supreme Treasurer
James Knis and his wife Michele 100.00
Marty Underation Supreme Treasurer James Knis  50.00

and his wife Michele
Deceased Members
of Group 7 Group 7, Wilkes-Barre, PA 100.00
Total Donations this Quarter: $ 550.00

Total donations to date in 2021: $ 1,315.00

Thank you for your generosity,
James F. Knis, Supreme Treasurer

ASSUMPTION OF MARY INTO HEAVEN
(Continued from page 4)

the following:

St. Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Council of Chalcedon
(451), made known to the Emperor Marcian and Pulcheria, who
wished to possess the body of the Mother of God, that Mary died
in the presence of all the Apostles, but that her tomb, when opened
upon the request of St. Thomas, was found empty; wherefrom the
Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven.

The Assumption of Mary was celebrated in the West under Pope
Sergius | in the 8" century and Pope Leo IV confirmed the feast as
official. Theological debate about the Assumption continued, follow-
ing the Reformation. But the people celebrated the Assumption as
part of the cult of Mary that flourished from the Middle Ages. In 1950
Pope Pius Xl defined it as dogma for the Catholic Church. Catholic
theologian Ludwig Ott stated, “The idea of the bodily assumption
of Mary is first expressed in certain transitus-narratives of the fifth
and sixth centuries. ... The first Church author to speak of the bodily
assumption of Mary, in association with an apocryphal transitus
of the B.M.V,, is St. Gregory of Tours.” The Cathalic writer Eamon
Duffy states that “there is, clearly, no historical evidence whatever
for it.” However, the Catholic Church has never asserted nor denied
that its teaching is based on the apocryphal accounts. The Church
documents are silent on this matter and instead rely upon other
sources and arguments as the basis for the doctrine.
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DRIVE TO 50 SALES CAMPAIGN

CELEBRATING THE 50™

INTERNATIONAL SLET

The Slovak Catholic Sokol will be reaching a
significant milestone within the SOKOL World — We
will be hosting and presenting our 50™ International
Slet (Gymnastic and Track and Field Meet).

To help celebrate this Golden Occasion we
have created the DRIVE TO 50 Sales CAMPAIGN.
This campaign is designed to benefit and reward
our membership, our groups, and recommenders.

BENEFITING MEMBERSHIP & GROWTH

For more than 115 years our society has pro-
vided our members with sound financial protection
and outstanding fraternal benefits. As proud mem-
bers of the SOKOL it is quite easy to expound upon
and share the qualities of membership. This is an
excellent opportunity to share our excellent offer-
ings with friends and family and get rewarded for it.

Not everyone is born a salesman or comfort-
able selling life insurance or annuities. Today, we
have qualified life insurance and annuity repre-
sentatives that can assist our existing and poten-
tial members in selecting the financial protection to
help protect their future.

A supply of SOKOL “DRIVE to 50” Lead Cards
will be available to all Group/Assembly/Wreath Of-
ficers for distribution. Officers are asked to distrib-
ute SOKOL “DRIVE to 50” Lead Cards to existing
Members who want to recommend someone to be-
come an insured Benefit Member. SOKOL “DRIVE
to 50” Lead Cards are also available for completion
and submitting on the SOKOL Web Site www.sc-
slife.org. Mail all completed Referral Lead Cards to
the Sales & Marketing Office:

Slovak Catholic SOKOL
Sales & Marketing
2403 Sidney Street, Suite 200,
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
Phone: 412-381-5431
Fax: 412-742-4638
Toll-Free: 1-855-874-9179

www.scslife.org

-10-

DRIVE TO 50 DETAILS

RECOMMENDER REWARDS

- $10 Referral Fee for each recommen-
dation that results in a sale.

- Qualifies for a semi-annual drawing for
an opportunity to win a $50 gift card.

- Qualify for a $250 grand prize drawing at
the end of the campaign.

GROUP REWARDS

Awards to qualifying Groups based on the fol-
lowing levels resulting from sales of new life in-
surance and annuity certificates issued:

- 10 New Certificates (policies):
$250 Credit towards Fraternal
Expenses

- 25 New Certificates (policies):
$500 Credit towards Fraternal
Expenses

- 50 New Certificates (policies):
$1,000 Credit towards
Fraternal Expenses
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DRIVE TO 50 CAMPAIGN - Member Referral Card

Interest:

Name O Life Insurance
1 Annuity

Address

Phone - - Email:

Gender: 0 Male [l Female Ll Age [l Date of Birth / /

RECOMMENDER INFORMATION Assembly/Wreath Email

Name Phone

C SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL

LEGACY LIFE INSURANCE PLANS

PERMANENT PLANS

WHOLE LIFE e SINGLE PREMIUM LIFE [ 20 PAYMENT LIFE

TERM PLANS

TERM to AGE 30 ) 10 YEAR TERM ) 20 YEAR TERM
VANTAGE COLLECTION of ANNUITY PRODUCTS
1YEAR @ 2 YEAR o 3 YEAR ) S5YEAR e 7 YEAR
1.25% 1.75% 2.00% 2.10% 2.20% 2.50% 2.75%
® SPA Single Premium immediate Annuity

3.00% — 10 Years % Greater o 2.75% Less than 10 Years
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SLovAK CATHOLIC SOKOL

A tradition of providing sound financial protection and benefits to our members
The Legacy Collection of Life Insurance

Permanent Life Insurance
Permanent life insurance plans that provides the

certainty of a guaranteed amount of death benefit, a
guaranteed rate of return on your cash values and a
level premium that is guaranteed to never increase
for life.

Cash Value

The cash value grows at a steady
rate, providing an increasing cash
accumulation fund available
throughout the lifetime of the
eontract:

Loan Value

This feature allows you to borrow
cash for things like an emergency,
fund a child’s education or make a
mortgage down payment.

Dividends

These “participating” plans are eligible to share in our
financial success and receive policy dividends. When
a dividend is declared, three options are available:

e Paid-up Additions—purchases additional insurance,
e | eft on Deposit—earns interest, or

e Cash.

Tax Advantages

e Tax-free proceeds to beneficiaries.

e Tax-deferred earnings on the cash accumulations
fund.

Legacy Life

This is our lowest premium permanent whole life

insurance plan. Legacy Life provides a fully paid

certificate at a great savings for the life of the

certificate holder.

Issue ages 0-80.

Legacy Single Premium
The premium is paid in one lump
sum at the time of application. This
plan provides a fully paid
certificate at a great savings for
the life of the certificate holder. (€

This plan is ideal for young

~ people, and useful for adults
that prefer to have their life

3 insurance prepaid or used for
" wealth transfer.

Issue ages 0-90.

Legacy 20

Premiums are paid for 20 years, at which time the
certificate is ‘paid-up’ and remains in force for the
lifetime of the insured, while cash values continue to
grow for as long as you keep the contract.

Issue ages 0-80.

Term Life Insurance

10 Year Renewable/Convertible Term

Level death benefit with scheduled level premiums for
a period of 10 years. A feature of this plan is that it
automatically renews in 10-year increments (at your
attained age) until the age of 75 at which time all
benefits end. The plan is convertible to a permanent
plan of life insurance until age 65.

Issue ages are 18-60.

20 Year Convertible Term

This plan provides a level death benefit and level
premiums for 20 years. After the initial 20-year period
the plan continues as a Yearly Renewable Term plan
and renewable to age 70 at which time all benefits
end. The plan is convertible to a permanent plan of
insurance until age 65.

Issue ages are 18-50.

Youth Term to Age 30

This plan provides a level
death benefit at an
affordable premium for
- youth between the ages
b 4 of 0 and 30. Future
insurability is guaranteed upon conversion to a
permanent life plan at any time up to the age of 25.

Face amounts are available at $10,000, $25,000 or
$50,000. Premiums are payable to age 25, however
benefits continue to age 30.

The very affordable premiums can be paid:

e Annually, or

e Single Premium.

Issue ages are 0-22.

Find us on Facebook:
F Slovak Catholic Sokol

Public Group
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VANTAGE DEFERRED ANNUITIES

This Collection of Deferred Annuity plans provides
you with a varied range of investment options to
fit your financial planning requirements.

Tax-Deferred Earnings

Earnings grow tax-free until a withdrawal occurs.
Due to the power of compound tax-deferred
growth, your retirement savings will accumulate
quicker compared to a fully taxable account.

Cost

With all of our Annuity plans your investment can
grow rapidly since there are no initial service,
contract, transaction or premium fees. Every dollar
you pay in premiums goes directly into your
annuity's cash value and earns interest
immediately.

Safety

Your annuity deposits are protected by the total
resources of the Slovak Catholic Sokol. Information
regarding the solvency can be readily verified by
our financial statements filed with the New Jersey
Insurance Department. These financial statements
are accompanied by the required Actuarial
Certification and Opinion of an independent
Certified Public Accountant.

Short Term Investment Opportunities

We currently offer three annuity plans for the
individual that is looking for a solid short-term
investment alternative. Each of these products
interest rates are guaranteed throughout the
length of the annuity contract.

Premiums: One lump sum to open, additional
premiums accepted for 30 days from opening of
contract.

Issue Ages: 0—90

VANTAGE 1

Duration: 1-year contract
Early Withdrawal: 6%

VANTAGE 2

Duration: 2-year contract
Early Withdrawal: 1st year: 6%, 2nd year: 5%

VANTAGE 3

Duration: 3-year contract

Early Withdrawal: 1st year: 6%, 2nd year: 5%,
3rd year: 4%

—-13-—

Longer Term Investment Opportunity

The Vantage 5 and 7 are our longer-term deferred
annuity plans that allows for savings, investment
or a retirement program. The interest rate is highly
competitive. As a flexible annuity plan additional
premium deposits are permitted and does not
affect or extend the penalty withdrawal period.

VANTAGE 5

Duration: 5-year contract

Guaranteed Interest Rate; 1st year of contract
Early Withdrawal:

¢ Penalty Free: 10% Annually

e Penalty: 1st year: 6%, 2nd year: 5%,
3rd year: 4%, 4th year: 3%, 5th year: 2%

VANTAGE 7

Duration: 7-year contract

Guaranteed Interest Rate; 1st two-years of contract
Early Withdrawal:

e Penalty Free: 10% Annually

e Penalty: 1st year: 8%, 2nd year: 7%,

3rd year: 6%, 4th year: 5%, 5th year: 4%,
6th year: 3%, 7th year: 2%

Guaranteed Income

This Single Premium Immediate Annuity contract
when established pays a specified periodic
distribution or for a lifetime of income. An
Immediate Annuity provides an income benefit
almost instantly.

Settlement Options

e Life Only

e Specified Period

e Life and Period Certain

e Payments for Life, Joint and Survivor

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL

A tradition of providing sound financial protection and benefits to our members.

Phone: 800-886-7656
Fax: 973-779-8245
E-mail: sales @scslife.org
www.scslife.org

P.O. Box 899 ¢ 205 Madison Street ¢ Passaic, NJ 07055
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What's making headlines in our ancestral homeland

News and Views

from Slovakia...

POPE FRANCIS TO VISIT SLOVAKIA IN SEPTEMBER

Pope Francis officially confirmed on Sunday, July 4 that he’s
set to visit both Slovakia and Hungary in September, the Holy See’s
news outlet Vatican News reported on the same day.

According to the Slovak Foreign Affairs Ministry, the pope will
visit Slovakia on September 12-15.

“Itis a great honor for Slovakia that the Holy Father will come
to the country for a three-day apostolic visit, which will be both of-
ficial and pastoral. It's an important moment for Slovakia’s relations
with the Holy See, as well as for the faithful and for all people com-
mitted to Christian and humanist principles,” stated chief of Slovak
diplomacy Ivan Korcok.

This will be the fourth time the pope pays an apostolic visit to
Slovakia, as former pope John Paul Il visited the country in 1990,
1995 and 2008.

‘AIRCAR’ PROTOTYPE COMPLETES
NITRA-BRATISLAVA FLIGHT IN 25 MINS

S g

The first AirCar prototype shortly after landing at Bratislava airport
(photo by TASR)

The prototype of a Slovak-made flying car called the AirCar
has completed its first successful flight from the airport in Nitra to
the one in Bratislava, a distance of approximately 80 kilometres
(50 miles).

“The machine ran absolutely great,” noted Klein, explaining
that the flight took roughly 25 minutes at an average speed of 170
kilometres (106 miles) per hour, which is approximately one third
of the time it takes an ordinary car to get from one city to the other
by road.

The AirCar, however, isn't primarily meant for use in Slovakia
or the densely populated central Europe, where there is developed
road infrastructure.

Klein was also involved in developing the first Slovak flying
car —the Aeromobil. According to him, the two flying cars differ both
in appearance and in the way in which they transform themselves
from a flying vehicle to a car. The AirCar can complete this process
in roughly two-and-a-half minutes.

It remains unclear when it will be possible to order AirCar

models, as the first prototype must first complete the mandatory
50 hours of flight tests. Klein then intends to design a second pro-
totype with an altered design and more powerful drive. The second
prototype should be ready for certification by the European Union
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

NBS: ECONOMY TO GROW BY 4.5 PERCENT

THIS YEAR, RECOVERY CONTINUES

The Slovak economy continues to recover and will grow by
4.5 percent this year, Slovak central bank (NBS) governor Peter
Kazimir and NBS vice-governor Ludovit Odor stated on Tuesday at
a press conference at which they presented a forecast of economic
and monetary developments for the summer of 2021.

The central bank estimates that gross domestic product (GDP)
will grow by 5.9 percent year-on-year in 2022 and by 3.8 percent in
2023. According to NBS predictions, Slovakia should return to its
pre-crisis trajectory in 2023.

NBS pointed out that the risks that may dampen economic
growth are insufficient levels of vaccination among the population,
a third wave of the novel coronavirus pandemic in the autumn and
a lack of components, mainly in industry.

“There’s another phenomenon that has returned after a num-
ber of years, and that is inflation or rising prices. Prices of goods
and services have started to go up sharply, but in our opinion there
is no reason to panic,” said Kazimir, adding that this rise in prices
will slow down in a few months.

The governor went on to say that the situation on the labour
market is slightly worse than last year, which is mainly due to re-
dundancies in the public sector. NBS estimates that nominal sala-
ries will increase by around 5 percent this year and real salaries by
about 3 percent.

Odor noted that the first quarter of this year turned out better
than expected, and expectations and indicators are very optimistic.

According to NBS, the vaccination rate was an important cri-
terion for making the prediction. The classic scenario assumes a
60-percent vaccination rate among the population and a pessimis-
tic one a 45-percent rate. “NBS is joining other authorities in the
country and sounding the alarm. We call on people to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19 as soon as possible and as much as pos-
sible,” said the governor, pointing out that the call is based not only
on the principle of preserving human lives, but also on the principle
of maintaining the chances of a higher standard of living, economic
growth and a sound labour market.

DEFENCE MINISTRY FAILED TO PROVE
THAT PURCHASE OF F-16 JETS WAS NECESSARY

The Defence Ministry has failed to prove that the purchase of
14 American F-16 jet fighters in 2018, the most expensive military
acquisition in the history of Slovakia, was justified, while the pro-
curement process itself and its approval were not in accordance
with the rules, according to a Supreme Audit Office (NKU) analyti-
cal report on the procurement of the F-16 jets presented by NKU
director Karol Mitrik.

Mitrik pointed to the fact that the former government made a
decision to procure the jet fighters at a time when defence strat-

Selected stories are provided by TASR
— the Slovak Republic’s official News Agency.
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egies hadn't been updated. “And unlike, for instance, Bulgaria,
which carried out a similar purchase, the acquisition wasn’t even
approved by Parliament,” he said.

In addition, NKU pointed to the total costs, which involve not
only the purchase price but also maintenance costs. “The total sum
climbs to about 6.2 billion over the course of 40 years. These facts
have never been the subject of parliamentary debate or public dis-
cussion,” claimed NKU vice-chair Lubomir Andrassy.

Furthermore, the defence ministry has never proven that the
F-16 fighters were a more advantageous choice than other options.
NKU director Mistrik stated that the procurement also flies in the
face of Slovakia’s commitment to NATO to modernise its military.

“The purchase of 14 F-16 jet fighters exceeds the 2017 ca-
pability targets and drains finances from the delayed project of
forming a heavy mechanised brigade. The commitments towards
NATO don't include procuring jet fighters,” he noted. The contract
for 14 F-16 C/D Block 70 jet fighters was concluded by Slovakia in
late 2018.

The fighters were supposed to cost 1.6 billion. The agree-
ment also includes equipment and armaments, logistics support
and training of flight and ground personnel. The Defence Ministry
is currently holding talks with the American side on rearranging the
payment instalments.

In its response, the Slovak National Party (SNS), which was
in charge of the Defence Ministry at the time of the purchase, told
TASR on Friday that NKU’s claims stem from absolute ignorance.

SNS pointed out that it was the Slovak Armed Forces that de-
termined the number of fighter jets needed, following consultations
with representatives of allied states. In addition, SNS said that the
decision to go ahead with the procurement was taken by the en-
tire government and not just former defence minister Peter Gajdos
(2016-20).

“Had the Slovak Republic not purchased any aircraft, we
would have had foreign armed forces present here by now, paying
them more than 60 million yearly to protect our airspace,” stated
the party.

SNS claimed that it is unprofessional and tendentious to com-
pare American F-16s with Swedish Gripen jets, added that the
purchased aircraft can be sold at any time. “And it’s always better
[to buy] than to rent aircraft in the way the Czech Republic does.
When you compare the prices of purchase and rental, it’s self-evi-
dent,” added the party.

TOTAL OF 6,697 SUSPECTED ADVERSE REACTIONS TO

COVID VACCINES

A total of 6,697 cases of suspected adverse reactions to
vaccines against COVID-19 had been reported in Slovakia up
to Wednesday, June 30, the State Institute for Drug Supervision
(SUKL) has noted on its website, adding that 564 of these cases
were serious, making up 8.4 percent of the total.

Concerning the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, 273 cases of ad-
verse reactions were serious, including one death. The most often
reported serious adverse effects were persisting increased blood
pressure, especially among patients treated for hypertension, pre-
collapse, collapse or sudden stroke.

As for the Moderna vaccine, 48 cases of adverse reactions
were serious, including one death. The most often reported seri-
ous adverse effects were temporary paralysis, persisting increased
blood pressure, thrombosis, collapse or acute cerebral ischemia.

When it comes to the AstraZeneca vaccine, 238 of the report-
ed adverse reactions were serous, including two deaths. The most
often serious side effects were short-term loss of consciousness,

collapse, thrombosis and paresis of the facial nerve. Epileptic fits
also occurred among patients being treated for epilepsy.

Regarding the unregistered Sputnik vaccine, one case of a
serious side effect has been reported, namely persisting increased
blood pressure.

As of July 1, SUKL had registered four deaths with causal links
to vaccination, with these links in three cases (following inoculation
with the Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna and AstraZeneca vaccines) de-
fined as possible. The link in one case (following inoculation with
the AstraZeneca vaccine) was judged to be probable. “Causal links
to vaccination in other cases, including those reported in the media,
have been excluded,” stated SUKL.

SLOVAKIA SELLS BACK TO RUSSIA 160,000

DOSES OF SPUTNIK V VACCINE

Russia has purchased 160,000 doses of the unused Sputnik
V vaccine from the Health Ministry, ministry spokeswoman Zuzana
Eliasova told TASR on Friday, adding that the Russian side bought
them for an identical price at which Slovakia bought them — $9.95
per dose.

“In line with the contract, the agreed maturity of the purchase
price is within 20 working days from the date of delivery,” she noted.

The vaccines sold are already outside Slovakia. “We've been
left with those that are intended for people who registered for vacci-
nation,” said Eliasova, adding that about 10,500 people have been
inoculated with the first dose of the Sputnik V vaccine. “Approxi-
mately 8,000 people are registered in the waiting room for vaccina-
tion, while about 1,500 of them already have a date to get their jab,”
added the spokeswoman.

Slovakia purchased Sputnik V vaccines in March, and it was
originally expected that we'll buy two million doses. The purchase
and import of the vaccine unregistered in the EU provoked a gov-
ernment crisis. Vaccination with the first 200,000 doses started
on June 7, but interest didn’t confirm previous estimates, which is
why the Government decided to sell or donate unused vaccines.
Initially, the interest of the Western Balkans countries was mainly
discussed.
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The Budmerice Castle was built at the end of the 19" century by
the Palffy family. Count Jan Palffy succumbed to the 19" century
fashion trend, which returned to the admiration of medieval Gothic
style. Mansion is surrounded by an extensive English park. The
whole area is inspired by the castles of the Loire, in France.

—-15-—
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KIDS CORNER “Detsky katik” - - August 2021

e

Edward D. Moeller—
2821 Waterman Ave,
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
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eduTropia

If You prefer t0 do it on-line you Cah e-mail it to me:
Vp@s|oVakCatholicsokol.org

Keep reading and enjoy the rest of your summert!
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“the more
that you read,
the more things
you will know.
the more
that you learn,
the more places

you'll go.”
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N NNOUNCING THE KIS § o S B 8 8¢ & & & &
CORNER SUMMERREADING PROGRAM!!!

Just a reminder......]I Will heed the completed reading

S lists returned to me ho later than September 13th. In-
Clude your hame, address, Group humber and age so
that ] Cah recoghize you in the paper. Don’t forget to
highlight your favorite books on the list!!! ahd have fun

S reading!lll Please send your completed reading lists to:

Addison DiMartino 8/2
Lauren Marie Bond 8/14
Bryce Watkins 8/19
Juliana Hoeck 8/20
Sophia Mosorjak 8/26
Amber Radtke 8/29

A book is A DREAM

that you hold
in your hand.
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J1 SUMMER THINGS T0 DO IN AUGUST

TRY AN ICE CREAM FLAVOR YOU'VE NEVER HAD BEFORE
MAKE YOUR OWN CHALK AND CREATE A SIDEWALK ART MASTERPIECE

GO ON A NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

PICK FLOWERS AND MAKE A FLOWER CROWN
CATCH (AND RELEASE) FIREFLIES
VISIT THE LOCAL LIBRARY AND PICK OUT A BOOK TO READ AT BEDTIME
VISIT A FARMERS MARKET AND PICK OUT INGREDIENTS FOR DINNER
MAKE PAPER BOATS AND RACE THEM IN A KIDDIE POOL
RUN THROUGH THE SPRINKLER
MIX UP EDIBLE FINGER PAINT AND MAKE A MINI MASTERPIECE FOR THE FRIDGE
PICK BERRIES AND MAKE A HEALTHY SMOOTHIE FOR A MID-DAY SNACK
GET A PEDICURE WHILE YOUR TOES ARE STILL IN SANDALS
ADD BUBBLE BATH TO A BABY SPLASH POOL
VISIT THE ZOO AND SEE HOW MANY ANIMALS YOUR LITTLE ONE KNOWS BY NAME
BUILD YOUR OWN KITE, AND THEN TAKE IT TO THE PARK TO TEST IT OUT
BUILD A SANDCASTLE (IN THE SANDBOX IF THERE'S NO BEACH)

GO ON A FAMILY BIKE RIDE
BUILD A FORT OUT OF CARDBOARD BOXES AND PLAY HIDE-AND-GO SEEK

HAVE A COLORING PARTY

INVITE FRIENDS OVER FOR A LAST-MINUTE BARBECUE POTLUCK ON THE PATIO
FEED DUCKS AT THE POND
FAMILY DANCE PARTY
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
EAT A SUMMER PEACH ANY WAY YOU LIKE
PLAY HOPSCOTCH
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KID® CORNER “Detsky katik” - - August 2021

. Word Search ;

Find these "beachy” words! Look up, down, backward, forward and diagonally.

S B E ACHUBATL L
U P OLEUP I L F S
N NMC S K R N F H
A B EACHATGBU E
C M C AR COTGCN L
HHI S EAGU L L
Y P BWTGB B B S S
A A A A S P H A T C
WG X S ULNGEK L
A LWG COTU DU HATO O I
BEACH SWIM

SAND  FUN. -
BEACHBALL

FLIPFLOP
SHELLS
SUN

www.sminutesformom.com
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POPULAR SUMMER RECIPES

GRILLED HONEY MUSTARD CHICKEN
1/2 cup of any whole grain mustard

1/2 cup of honey

Juice of /2 a lemon

1 garlic clove smashed and minced

1/2 teaspoon paprika

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes

4 boneless skinless chicken breasts

Whisk all ingredients in a small bowl. Re-
serve 4 tablespoons of sauce and then
pour the remaining honey mustard mix-
ture over the chicken, toss and cover with
plastic wrap and let it sit for about 30-45
minutes at room temperature. Preheat the
grill on medium-medium high heat, grill
chicken for about 6 to 7 minutes per side
or until chicken is done. Pour the reserved
honey-mustard sauce over chicken and let
rest under foil for about 5 minutes.

AVOCADO PASTA SALAD RECIPE
1 cup mayonnaise
/2 cup sour cream
/2 bunch fresh cilantro chopped
1 medium avocado diced
1 onion diced
1 banana pepper diced
1 lime juiced
16 ounces penne pasta 1 package, cooked
1 cup cherry tomatoes halved
/2 cup sliced black olives
seasoned salt to taste

Blend mayonnaise, sour cream, cilantro,
avocado, onion, pepper, and lime juice.
Combine all but about 1/2 cup of the dress-
ing with cooled pasta. Top with tomatoes
and olives. Cover and refrigerate for at
least 2-3 hours. Fold tomatoes and olives
into cooled salad. Top with reserve dress-
ing and season with salt as desired.

ROASTED VEGGIE PASTA SALAD
1 zucchini (diced)
2 red onion (diced)
1 yellow squash (diced)
1 small bunch asparagus (sliced)
1 red bell pepper (diced)
Salt and Pepper, to taste
1 (16 ounce) box Rotini pasta
8 ounces balsamic vinaigrette

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line bak-
ing sheet with tinfoil. Spread out chopped
vegetables on tin foil and sprinkle with salt
and pepper. Roast vegetables for 12-15
minutes or until softened, and beginning

to brown. While vegetables are cooking,
prepare pasta according to box directions.
In a large bowl, toss together pasta and
cooked vegetables. Pour balsamic dress-
ing over salad and toss until all vegetables
and noodles are coated.

GREAT HOT DOG TOPPING IDEAS
Caramelized Onions
1 tablespoon butter
2 to 3 large onions, finely sliced (about 5
cups)
Water
Kosher salt

Melt butter in a large heavy-bottomed
stainless steel or enameled cast iron
saucepan over high heat. Add onions and
cook, stirring frequently, until bottom of
saucepan is glazed in a pale brown fond,
about 5 minutes. Add 2 tablespoons water
and scrape up fond with wooden spoon.
Continue to cook, stirring frequently, until
fond has built up again, about 2 minutes
longer. Add 2 more tablespoons water and
scrape up browned bits. Repeat cooking,
adding water, and scraping until onions
are completely softened and a deep, dark
brown, about 15 minutes total. Season to
taste with salt.

Chipotle Mayonnaise
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup sour cream
2 chipotle chiles from 1 can of chipotles in
adobo
2 tablespoon freshly squeezed lime juice

Place mayonnaise, sour cream, lime juice,
and chipotles in jar of a blender. Puree
until smooth and chipotles are completely
chopped. Pour into an airtight container,
cover, and store in the refrigerator.

Loaded Chili-Topped Hot Dogs
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 small yellow onion, chopped
3 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1 pound 80/20 lean ground beef
2 tablespoons tomato paste
2 tablespoons chili powder
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 cup amber ale beer
2 tablespoons light brown sugar
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
3/4 cup tomato sauce
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar
8 (5-inch) beef hot dogs
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8 Buttery Brioche Hot Dog Buns, top split

Heat olive oil in a large skillet over medium-
high. Add onion; cook, stirring often, until
softened, about 5 minutes. Add garlic; cook,
stirring constantly, until fragrant, about 1
minute. Add ground beef, and cook, stir-
ring to crumble, until lightly browned, about
8 minutes. Push beef mixture to one side
of skillet. Add tomato paste, chili powder,
salt, and cayenne to empty side of skillet,
and cook, stirring constantly, until fragrant
and mixture has darkened, 1 to 2 minutes.
Stir in beer, brown sugar, and Worcester-
shire sauce, incorporating beef. Return to
a simmer over medium-high, and cook,
stirring occasionally, until liquid has almost
completely evaporated, 5 to 7 minutes. Stir
in tomato sauce, and bring mixture to a
simmer. Reduce heat to low, and simmer,
stirring occasionally, until flavors meld and
chili has thickened slightly, 15 to 20 min-
utes. (If chili becomes too thick, add water,
1 tablespoon at a time, to loosen.) Remove
from heat, and stir in vinegar.

GRILLED CHICKEN WITH PEACHES
1 3/4 cups pesto, divided
1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons vegetable oil,
divided, plus more for grill
1 3/4 teaspoons kosher salt, divided
3/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper,
divided
8 small bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs
4 ripe peaches, halved

Whisk 1 1/2 cups pesto, 1/2 cup oil, 1 tsp.
salt, and 1/2 tsp. pepper in a medium bowl
until smooth. Add chicken to bowl and slide
your hand between skin and meat to loos-
en skin. Rub half of pesto mixture under
skin, then half over outside. Cover bowl
with plastic wrap and chill at least 1 hour.
Prepare a grill for medium-high heat. Sea-
son chicken with remaining 3/4 tsp. salt
and 1/4 tsp. pepper. Grill chicken, skin side
down, covered, until golden brown and
lightly charred, 7—9 minutes. Turn and grill
until cooked through and an instant-read
thermometer inserted into thickest part of
thigh registers 165°F, 5~7 minutes. Trans-
fer chicken to a plate. Brush peach halves
with oil. Reduce heat to medium and grill
peaches, cut side down, until warmed
through, 2-3 minutes. Whisk remaining
1/4 cup pesto and 2 Tbsp. oil in a small
bowl. Arrange chicken and peaches on a
platter and drizzle pesto sauce over. Serve
remaining sauce alongside.
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JUBILEE CELEBRATION IN DANVILLE, PA

U

The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius in Danville, Pennsylvania celebrated
the Jubilees of some of their members on
July 3. Celebrating anniversaries were:
front row, l.-r.. Sister Paracleta Amrich,
70 years; Sister Bernice Marie Balint, 60
years; Sister Michaeline Balint, 76 years;
Sister Jacqueline Ziobro, 70 years; Sister
Virginia Dewan, 61 years. Middle row, I.-r.:
Sister Gloria Marie Kascak, 66 years; Sis-
ter Jean Marie Holup, 50 years; Sister Lin-
da Marie Bolinski, 50 years; Sister Carol
Marie Walsh, 61 years; Sister Irene Marie
Gaydos, 51 years; Sister Carol Therese
Stofka, 45 years. Back row, |-r- Sister
Catherine Ann Morris, 60 years; Sister
Donna Marie Ivanko, 66 years; Sister De-
nise Marie Fallat, 61 years; SisterJoanne
Marie Schutz, 51 years; Sister Loretta

»

Marie Hurbec, 51 years; Sister Carol Ann
Terlicher, 45 years; Sister Agnes Marie
Winter, 51 years; Sister Christopher Go-
dlewski, 61 years; Sister Marcine Klocko,
40 years; Sister Pamela Smith, 46 years;
Sister Canice Adams, 25 years, Sister Ma-
donna Figura, 56 years. Missing from pho-
to, Sister Marguerite Dankulich, 66 years.

The Sisters celebrating jubilee anni-
versaries currently serve in the Dioceses
of Harrisburg PA, Scranton PA and Gary
IN and in the Archdioceses of New York,
Chicago and San Antonio.

The celebration included a Liturgy
in the Basilica of Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius. Liturgy was followed by a dinner to
which the friends, family and Community
members of the Sister celebrants were
invited.

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS SLOVAK STYLE

Author: Lawrence G. Kozlowski

Celebrate Christmas...

« Slovak Style

A detailed full color book featuring the customs, tradi-

tions, symbolism and recipes to celebrate an “Old Fash-
ioned Slovak Christmas.” This book will bring back memo-
ries of Christmas of the past to be enjoyed with your family
and friends today! Includes Slovak “Old World” customs,
traditions, and recipes. Chapters include Advent, St. Cath-
erine’s Day, St. Andrew’s Day, St. Barbara’s Day, St. Nich-
olas’ Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Eve Supper Menu,
Complete Christmas Eve Supper Recipes, Christmas Day,
St. Stephen’s Day, St. John’s Day, St. Silvester’s Day, New
Year’s Day, Three King’s Day, Our Family Tree, Our Family
Traditions, Our Family Recipes.

Each “Special Day” includes its traditions history and
a recipe appropriate for each day. Spiral-bound, 33 pages.

A perfect inexpensive wedding or holiday gift to “keep alive” your Slovak Heritage.
Prize of this book is $13.75 and is available on Etsy.com
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ARCHBISHOP CYRIL VASIL, S.J.
RETURNS TO SERVE
IN SLOVAKIA

o,

.‘

Pope Francis recently appointed
Archbishop Cyril Vasil. S.J. as Eparch
of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of
Kosice in eastern Slovakia. Formerly
serving as secretary of the Congrega-
tion for the Eastern Churches in Rome,
he now returns to Slovakia. A native of
Kosice, the 56 year-old entered the So-
ciety of Jesus in Slovakia and received
a doctorate from the Pontifical Oriental
Institute in Rome. He served in the Con-
gregation for the Eastern Churches as
it secretary since 2914 and was named
Titular Archbishop of Ptolemais. He re-
mains a titular archbishop as head of the
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Kosice,
one of four Greek Catholic jurisdictions
in Slovakia. We congratulate Archbishop
Vasil on his new assignment and extend
to him the traditional "na mnohaja a bla-
haja lietal”

YOUR BENEFICIARIES

A

o

el

When was the last time you looked at
your designated beneficiaries on your
valuable Sokol insurance policy? How
important is it? Just think about how
much your life has changed. Have you
married, divorced, had children, maybe
you lost a loved one? This is an item
you should consider annually. If you do
need to make changes to any of your
policies, contact the Home Office at
800-886-7656.
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SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL

OF THE SLOVAK CATHOLIC FEDERATION

The Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal is in its 43" year rais-
ing money to assist the Pontifical Slovak College of Saints Cyril
and Methodius in Rome with its day-to-day operations. The Appeal
relies upon the generosity of individual donors in addition to col-
lections taken up in personal parishes of Slovak ancestry. A direct
mailing asking for donations was sent in January to local district
and branch leaders from the four Catholic Slovak Fraternal Orga-
nizations, members of the Slovak Catholic Federation, clergy with
Slovak ancestry, and previous donors.

A total of $20,468.50 has been received for the 2021 Appeal
from 181 donors, as of July 16. Along with the Home Office of the
Slovak Catholic Sokol, donations have also been received from
Assembly 24, Assembly 34, Assembly 48, Assembly 71, Assembly
78, Assembly 162, Assembly 180, Assembly 219, Group 6, Group
7, Group 12, Wreath 11, Wreath 15, Wreath 81, and Wreath 147.
On behalf of the Pontifical College, thank you for your continued
generosity and support.

Anyone who wishes to contribute to the 2021 Appeal but did
not receive a letter in January asking for a donation is asked to fill
out the information in the box at the bottom of this article and mail-
ing it along with your check payable to the Slovak Catholic Federa-
tion to the address provided. Donations in any amount are deeply
appreciated and are acknowledged. Gifts received after Novem-
ber 30, 2021 will be credited toward the 2022 Appeal. Thank you
again for your goodness and generosity.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded in 1911 by Rev.
Joseph Murgas, founding Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak
Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA. The Federation brings together under
one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage as well as Catholic
Slovak Fraternal Organizations for cultural, religious and educa-
tional needs. Serving as Moderator is the Right Reverend Gary
Hoover, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey, Cleveland,
OH. National President is Reverend Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F,
Supreme Chaplain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of
Epiphany Parish, Sayre, PA. Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National
Chaplain of the First Catholic Slovak Union and Parochial Vicar
with Senior Priest status at Our Lady of Grace Parish, Penndel, PA,
serves as First Vice President of the Federation and is the Appeal
Coordinator.
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43R° ANNUAL SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL

Name

Address
City
State Zip

Amount $

Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and
mail to: Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National First Vice President
Slovak Catholic Federation, Our Lady of Grace Church, 225 Bel-
levue Avenue, Penndel, PA 19047-4052

In Memoviem

JUNE 2021
ASSEMBLY/ MEMBER AGE DATE OF DEATH
WREATH
Assembly9  Stephen Hudak, Stratford, CT 95  May 15, 2021
Assembly 11 Mary Hettasch, Chicago, IL 91 April 26, 2021
Assembly 16 Anthony M. Rusak, Panama City Beach, FL 87 May 26, 2021
Assembly 24 Irene D. Molitoris, Boonton, NJ 90 May8, 2021
Assembly 32 Irene A. Lyttle, Chesapeake City, MD 75  May 30, 2021
Assembly 34 James A. Krasky, Minneapolis, MN 72 June 27,2021
Assembly 78  Susan Jane Horwath, Bethlehem, PA 79 April 5, 2021
Assembly 78  Seda M. Kleinfelter, Annville, PA 65 May 30, 2021
Assembly 108 Michael S. Bukovinsky, Boardman, OH 65 May 22, 2021
Assembly 108  George B. Ferenchak, Hartwell, GA 70 June 17,2021
Assembly 136  Thomas J. Svetz, Nanticoke, PA 44 May 21,2021
Assembly 162  Wiliam Meszaros, Hamilton, NJ 86 June 21,2021
Assembly 167  Thomas Hrubovcak, Akron, OH 77 April 19, 2021
Assembly 167 Mary Zinkovicz, Barberton, OH 88 May 16,2021
Assembly 167  Martin Underation, Norton, OH 66 May 26, 2021
Assembly 180  Paul Andrew Knis, Canton, OH 59  May 12, 2021
Assembly 180  Richard E. Laskey, Canton, OH 89  June 11,2021
Assembly 185 Mark Steven Mrkus, Lawrenceville, GA 64  April 4, 2021
Assembly 261  Harry Shelter, West Lawn, PA 86 May 26, 2021
Assembly 312  Connie Yarusinsky, Manville, NJ 83 March6,2021
Assembly 312  Frances Elizabeth Smith, Ramona, CA 82  June 14, 2021
Wreath 14 Aaron Korenoski, Johnstown, PA 46 May 27,2021
Wreath 15 Stephen M. Jadyk, Monessen, PA 72 January 25, 2021
Wreath 22 Joanna M. Angelo, Kersey, PA 85  March 22, 2021
Wreath 22 Dorothy E. Barlich, Verona, PA 90 May 23, 2021
Wreath 22 Christine E. Tatka, Pittsburgh, PA 77 May 17,2021
Wreath 54 Betty Jean Spirnak, Brunswick, OH 90 May 29, 2021
Wreath 85 Robert A. Adamcik, Allison Park, PA 90 March9, 2021
Wreath 81 Audrey Filipek, Whiting, IN 80 May 18,2021
Wreath 85 Albert A. Adamcik, Glenshaw, PA 93  January 2, 2021
Wreath 85 Mary Sulzer, McKees Rocks, PA 103  May 11,2021
Wreath 93 Kenneth R. Dotka, Rudolph, WI 84  May4, 2021
Wreath 93 Julianne M. Jaworski, New Berlin, WI 95  June 5, 2021
Wreath 111 Stephen W. Gaydosh, Amherst, OH 86  June4, 2021
Wreath 155 Nancy Brady, Reading, PA 74 June 12,2021

THOMAS J. KRACK MEMORIAL LITURGY
CELEBRATED IN CLIFTON, NJ

Well-known Sokol and parish activist, Thomas J. Krack
passed away at age 57 on May 2, 2020. Due to the pandemic, a
memorial liturgy was not celebrated at that time. A memorial litur-
gy was celebrated on Saturday, July 31, 2021 at
the Church of SS. Cyril and Methodius in Clifton,
NJ. Celebrant of the liturgy was the Rev. Richard
A. Bay, pastor of St. Simon the Apostle Parish in
Green Pond, NJ.

A native of Garfield, NJ, Brother Thomas J.
Krack was born there July 17, 1962. He was a
graduate of the former Pope Pius XII High School
in Passaic, N.J. He received a Pharmacy Tech
degree from Berdan Institute in Totowa, NJ.

He was a long-time member and officer of Assembly 162
in Clifton, N.J. He was also active in the parish of SS. Cyril and
Methodius. He served as a Trustee of Group 1 and was a vet-
eran of several Sokol national conventions. He was a model and
respected fraternalist. May he rest in peace.
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PAPEZ FRANTISEK OFICIALNE POTVRDIL
NAVSTEVU SLOVENSKA, PRIDE V SEPTEMBRI

Papez Frantisek v septembri navstivi slovenské mesta Bratisla-
va, Pregov, Kosice a Sastin. V nedelu to ozndmil hovorca Vatikanu
Matteo Bruni, uviedol informacny portal Svétej stolice Vatican
News. Pred navstevou Slovenska zavita aj do madarskej Budapesti.

Samotny papez FrantiSek navstevu oboch krajin potvrdil v
nedelu, 4. jula pri prihovore a modlitbe Anjel Pana vo Vatikane. Na
Slovensko papez pride na pozvanie prezidentky Zuzany Caputovej.

“Som rad, Ze mdzem oznamit, Ze od 12. do 15. septembra, ked
Pan Boh d4, pdjdem na Slovensko, aby som prisiel na pastoracna
navstevu,” uviedol papez, ktory zaroven podakoval vietkym, ktori
cestu pripravuju. Papez pritom osobitne pozdravil slovenskych
putnikov na vatikanskom Namesti svétého Petra, ti tam prisli so
zdstavami.

Papez aj tlacovy odbor Svitej stolice zaroven potvrdili, Ze pred
navstevou Slovenska hlava katolickej cirkvi 12. septembra zavita do
madarskej metropoly Budapest “pri prileZitosti svétej omse na zaver
52. medzindrodného eucharistického kongresu’”.

Navsteva papeza Frantiska bude v poradi stvrtou apostolskou
navstevou Svitého Otca na Slovensku.

Papez Jan Pavol II. navstivil Slovensko spolu trikrat, v roku
1990 pocas navitevy Cesko-Slovenska zavital do Bratislavy, v ére
samostatnosti na Slovensko pricestoval v roku 1995, ked prisiel do
Bratislavy, Nitry, Sastina, Kogic, PreSova, Levoce a Tatier. V roku
2003 pricestoval do Banskej Bystrice, Roznavy a Bratislavy. - TASR

MATICNA VYSTAVA V BRATISLAVE PRIPOMENULA
85 ROKOV VZTAHOV S AMERICKYMI SLOVAKMI

Pred 85 rokmi sa vratila delegdcia Matice slovenskej z polro¢nej
kultdrnej misie po slovenskych krajanskych centrach v USA a Kanade.
Dom Matice slovenskej v Bratislave v spolupraci s Krajanskym muzeom
Matice slovenskej venoval tejto vyznamnej udalosti slovenskych a krajan-
skych dejin panelovu vystavu na Hviezdoslavovom namesti v Bratislave
vjuli.

Nad vystavou s nazvom Cesta slovenskou Amerikou prevzal zastitu
predseda Uradu pre Slovékov Zijtcich v zahrani¢i Milan Jén Pilip. ,,Pre
nas$ urad, ktory okrem morélnej a finan¢nej podpory nasich krajanov v
oboch severoamerickych $tatoch - v USA aj Kanade, roznymi formami
a s mimoriadnou pozornostou uchovéava a dalej siri historickti pamit o
jednej z kltu¢ovych komunit slovenskej diaspdry vo svete, vratane posol-
stiev jej vynimoénych osobnosti, je poctou, ak moze dat prave takejto
prezentacii v hlavnom meste vSetkych Slovakov vo svete — Bratislave,
symbolicku pecat a zajedno i vklad svojej partnerskej su¢innosti s Mati-
cou slovenskou,“ ozrejmil M. J. Pilip.

Ako dodala riaditelka Krajanského muzea MS Zuzana Pavelcova,
mati¢nd cesta slovenskou Amerikou v rokoch 1935 a 1936 nastartovala
vztahy a starostlivost o Slovakov v zamori. ,Dodnes nikto neprekonal
tuto mimoriadnu kultrnu misiu delegacie Matice slovenskej v zlozeni
z poprednych predstavitelov Matice — Jozef Ciger Hronsky, Karol
Plicka, Kongtantin Culen a Jozef Cincik. Vystavou chceme priblizit
domacej slovenskej verejnosti dejiny nasich krajanov v Amerike, ktoré
st neodluditelne spité s Maticou slovenskou,” vyjadrila sa Z. Pavelcova.

Vystavné panely boli pre zdujemcov bezplatne pristupné na Hviez-
doslavovom namesti v Bratislave od 19. do 31. jula 2021. Vernisaz vystavy
s kultrnym programom sa uskutocnila 22. jila. - Veronika Grznarova,
hovorkyria Matice slovenskej

OLANO CHCE ZASTAVIT PROCES ASIMILACIE
SLOVAKOV V ZAHRANICI A] ZRUSENIM
ZAKAZU DVOJITEHO OBCIANSTVA

Vladna strana Obycajni Iudia a nezavislé osobnosti (OLaNO)
planuje zastavit proces asimilacie Slovdkov v zahrani¢i podpo-
rou vyucby slovenciny v zahranici ¢i zruSenim zékazu dvojitého
obéianstva, priblizil predseda Ustavnoprévneho vyboru Nérodnej
rady a poslanec hnutia OLaNO Milan Vetrak pri prilezitosti dna
Slovakov zijucich v zahranici ..

Jeho stanovisko poskytol Peter Doj¢an z medialneho timu
hnutia OLaNO. Dodal, Ze poslanci Narodnej rady z hnutia OLaNO
a ministerstvo kultiry v sucasnosti spolupracuji na vybudovani
Muizea a Pamitnika slovenského vystahovalectva v Bratislave.

Dojcan priblizil, Ze pocet Slovakov v zahranici klesol za takmer
30 rokov o viac ako milion os6b. Vetrak podotkol, Ze tento proces
asimildcie chct zastavit.

»K takym opatreniam patri podpora vzdelavania v sloven-
skom jazyku v zahranici, podpora vedecko-vyskumnych projek-
tov, lektoratov, osvetovej a duchovnej ¢innosti, zvysenie poctu
vysokoskolskych $tipendii na Slovensku, zvysenie finan¢nej podpo-
ry prostrednictvom dotacii, modernd navratova politika, zruenie
zdkazu dvojitého obcianstva, elektronické volby zo zahranicia, ¢i
novy zakon o Slovakoch Zijucich v zahranici a nova koncepcia sta-
rostlivosti $tatu o nich,“ zdoraznil Vetrak.

Dojcan dodal, ze Slovaci pracujuci ¢i Studujici v zahranici
maju pre domovsky $tat obrovsky potencial. Napriklad z hospodar-
skeho hladiska podla udajov Svetovej banky predstavuju remitencie,
teda peniaze, ktoré Slovaci posielaju zo zahranicia svojim rodinam,
asi dve percenta HDP, ¢o je zhruba dve miliardy eur.

Prinos slovenskych zahrani¢nych komunit vyzdvihla aj minis-
terka kultiry Natalia Milanova (OLaNO). Ocenila, Ze mnohi z nich
slovensku kulttru $iria a reprezentuju aj mimo Slovenska.

Aj predseda poslaneckého klubu OLaNO Michal Sipos
podakoval zahrani¢nym Slovakom, ktori nezabudaju na svoje ko-
rene a nadalej sa o osud svojej vlasti zaujimaju.

»My sme vsak ob¢anom slubili nielen nastup pravneho $tatu,
ale aj hibkovii modernizaciu hospodarstva a verejnych sluzieb, na
¢o je pripravenych niekolko velkych investicnych schém. K tejto
rekonstrukeii Statu pozyvame aj nasich zahrani¢nych Slovakov,
ktorych skuisenosti a zru¢nosti s naozaj ¢asto neocenitelné,” dodal.

Den Slovakov Zijucich v zahrani¢i si Slovensko 5. jula pripomi-
na od roku 1993, teda od vzniku samostatnej Slovenskej republiky.

ACH, TA NASA SLOVENCINA!

Broskynova mousse torta... varecha.sk

Vyskusajte newslettre dennika SME - sme.sk

Par ovocnych ingrediencii postaci! - pravda.sk

...je zdravsia ako energetické drinky... - pravda.sk

Hejtujeme, ked si chceme obhjit vlastné hodnoty. - pravda.sk
Slovaci zaostali o level a viac. - pravda.sk

Bandazovy top moze tiez nahradit ... crop-top... oblecte si ich
napriklad so sakom alebo oversized zvrchnou koselou. - pravda.sk
Zafunguju v stylingu damy... oversized plast... - pravda.sk

... extravagantny styling... Look vecera vzal mnohym dych.- prav-
da.sk
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CHUT MELONA TROCHA INAK

Napriek vysokému obsahu vody pontikaji melén aj uhorka
dostatok vitaminov a antioxidantov, ktoré chrania nase bunky.
Letny melénovy $alét je preto nielen osviezujuci, ale aj zdravy.

MELONOVY SALAT SO SYROM FETA
Ak mate radi sladku chut melénu, skuste ju skombinovat s pikant-
nou chutou byliniek ¢i cibulky, pridajte pistacie a syr feta. Ak nie
ste fanusikom pistacii, mozete ich v recepte vymenit za piniové
oriesky, tekvicové semiacka alebo nasekané vlasské orechy.

75 g solenych prazenych pistacii

1 uhorku

2,5 kg melénu (semiacka odstranime)
150 g syru feta

1 ¢erven cibulu

4 stonky maty

4 stonky petrzlenovej viate

1 stracik cesnaku

5 polivkovych lyzic balzamikového octu
sol a korenie

2 PL oleja

8 kiiskov prekrojenej bagety

Pistacie nahrubo nasekajte. Melon a uhorku nakrajajte na kocky.
Pridajte syr feta a najemno nakrdjanu cibulu, posekané bylinky.
Ocot, sol, korenie a nasekany cesnak spolu zmiesame. Metlickou
rozslahame a priddame este olej. Zdlievku zmiesame so zvy$nymi
prisadami a poddvame s opecenou bagetou.

MELONOVY SALAT SO SYROM
1 kg melon
3/4 pohara syr feta
1 mensia cibula éervena
mata
1/2 PL olej olivovy
korenie ¢ierne
sol

Melo6n nakrajame na mensie kocky. Priddme najemno nakrajant
cibulu, rozdrobeny syr, posekané listky mity, olivovy olej, sol a
cierne korenie podla chuti. Vsetko spolu premiesame.

PIKANTNY SALAT S MELONOM
Polovica melénu
2 uhorky
1 ¢ervena cibula
1 pikantna paprika
2 lyzice nasekanej koriandrovej viate
1 lyzicka nasekaného cerstvého petrzlenu
citrénova stava

Melén, uhorky, cibulu a papriku nakrajame na kocky, zmieSame
v nadobe, posolime, okorenime. Prikryté nechame v chladnicke
pol hodinu.

KRATKE SPRAVY Z0 SLOVENSKA (@@

Zariadeniam v cestovnom ruchu vo Vysokych Tatrach chyba per-
sondl, ide najmad o c¢asnikov, chyzné ¢i recepéné. Vyhraté maju
podla nej ti zamestnavatelia, ktori po¢as pandémie zamestnancov
neprepustili. V stcasnosti je takmer nemozné ziskat do sektora
cestovného ruchu kvalifikovany personal. Ustredie prace, socidl-
nych veci a rodiny evidovalo napriklad v okrese Poprad v maji
tohto roka celkovo 146 volnych pracovnych miest v gastrosek-
tore. Ako informovala Marianna Sebova z kanceldrie riaditela
ustredia, iSlo najmé o pozicie ¢asnik a someliér, ktorych hladali
viac ako 60. Za nimi nasledovali kuchari a predavaci jedal za pul-
tom ¢i pri okienku. Podnikatelia v cestovnom ruchu vsak hladali
aj hotelovych recepénych, pomocnikov do kuchyne ¢i barmanov.
Pred rokom v maji pontkal pracovny trh v okrese 209 volnych
miest, dominovali pozicie ako kuchari, ¢a$nici a someliéri. O pra-
cu v oblasti cestovného ruchu v regione Vysokych Tatier prislo v
désledku pandémie odhadom dvetisic [udi.

Byvalym zamestnancom StB a dal$im predstavitelom komunis-
tického rezimu siahne $tat po auguste na dochodky. Stale viak
nie je jasné, o kolko penazi mozu prist. Politici sa totiz sporia o
to, ako velmi mozu skrétit penzie tejto skupine fudi tak, aby tym
neporusili ich prava. V kone¢nom dosledku to moze zavedenie
novinky do praxe napokon oddialit. Pochybnosti o spravnosti
zakona, ktory parlament schvalil v druhom ¢itani v juni, ma
najmi prezidentka Zuzana Caputovd. So samotnym zdmerom
zakona suhlasi, a preto ho podpisala, no pomerne netradi¢ne
zaroven avizuje, Ze ma voci prijatym Gpravam vyhrady.

Minimalna mesa¢nda mzda na Slovensku by mala od zaciatku
budiiceho roka stupnut o 23 eur na 646 eur. Minimdlna mesa¢na
mzda na Slovensku sa od zaciatku tohto roka zvysila z 580 eur
na 623 eur. Najnizsie hrubé zarobky tak v tomto roku dosa-
hujt 57 percent z priemernej hrubej mzdy na Slovensku za rok
2019. Najnizsi hruby zarobok za kazdu odpracovant hodinu od
zaciatku tohto roka stipol na 3,580 eura z pévodnych 3,333 eura.

Spotrebitelské ceny sa podla udajov Statistického tradu zvysili
v priemere o 0,6 percenta a dynamika ich medziro¢ného rastu
sa tak zrychlila z 2,2 percenta az na 2,9 percenta. Silny vplyv na
junovu inflaciu mali rastice ceny potravin, ceny v stavebnic-
tve, ale napriklad aj ceny dovoleniek, zhodli sa viaceri analytici.
Odhad celoro¢nej inflacie v roku 2021 pravdepodobne ekono-
movia prehodnotia a bude podla nich atakovat hranicu dvoch
percent. Prekvapil najmd pokracujici narast sezénnych cien
zeleniny, ktoré zvyknu v juni uz klesat s prichodom novej trody,
ale aj niektorych dalsich potravin. Inflaciu nahor zdvihala aj do-
pytova inflacia, ktorti ovplyvnili najmé vyssie ceny dovoleniek ¢i
zvy$ujuce sa ceny v stavebnictve. Ceny potravin v juni vzrastli v
priemere o 0,5 percenta, po Statistickom zohladneni zvycajnych
sezonnych faktorov sa pritom zvysili o viac ako jedno percento.
Ceny potravin k zrychleniu medziro¢nej inflacie prispeli az 0,45
percentudlneho bodu a boli tak zodpovedné za priblizne dve
tretiny jinového zrychlenia inflacie.
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Slobak Catholit Sokol

—

Our Ever-Popular, 304-Page
Sokol Cook Book

is Now in its Fourth Edition
Just $15.50 which includes postage and handling
Sokol Assemblies and Wreaths can order a case of
12 cook books for just $170.00
Place your order today!
Make check or money order payable to:
Slovak Catholic Sokol
P.O. Box 899 — 205 Madison Street

Passaic, N.J. 07055
(Canadian orders kindly add an additional $15.00 for postage)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE & ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

(Effective January 1, 2015)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS ORREQUEST

FOR SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON
P.0.BOX 899 - 205 MADISON STREET
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055

U NEW [ CHANGE [ CANCELLATION

205 Madison St., P.O. Box 899, Passaic, NJ «+ USA « 07055

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Have you found yourself looking for a way
to memorialize a lost loved one or fellow Group/
Wreath/Assembly member? Why not make a dona-
tion in their honor to the newly developed Memorial
Scholarship fund? Your dona-
tion will assure that an annual
scholarship be given out to a
college age student who best |
exemplifies the meaning of
fraternalism and volunteerism.
Here’s how it works: Send a check or money order to
the Memorial Scholarship Fund clearly indicating the
name to be memorialized. You can find a donation
form on line at

http://slovakcatholicsokol.org/
members/memorialfrmframe.htm

or simply send your donation to: James F. Knis,
SCS Museum Treasurer, 6385 Harbor Drive,
N.W., Canton, OH 44718. Your bequest will be rec-
ognized in the Falcon as well as permanently added
to the Memorial Scholarship Donation Log which will
be kept at the Sokol Museum. Depending on the
amount of funds collected, we will be able to award at
least two $1,000 scholarships annually. The hope is
that the donated funds will begin a self-perpetuating
interest bearing scholarship account.

Have you recently lost a loved one? You might
consider earmarking donations to this fund in their
memory.

Follow Us On twirter k|

* Upload the Twitter app on your phone or go to www.twitter.com
* Click “Sign up for Twitter.”
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...

Certificate No. * Choose your username. ...
* Click “Create my account.”
Name * Search physicalfitnesshoard and click follow
NewAddress INSTAGRAM
* Upload the Instagram app on your phone or go to www.instagram.com
City State Zip * Click “Sign up” and enter your e-mail
| * Create a username and password
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...
| OldAddress * Click “Create my account.”
|~ ] * Search physicalfitnessboard and click follow
City State Zip
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