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SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, JANUARY 1, 2026

MESSAGE FROM OUR SUPREME PRESIDENT
LARRY M. GLUGOSH

To all of the members, local of-
ficers and Supreme Officers of the
Slovak Catholic Sokol, | would like
to offer you a very happy new year
and hope you and
your families had
a safe, enjoyable
and healthy Christ-
mas season and
took some quality
time to count your
many blessings.

It is custom-
ary each year at
this time to set goals for the coming
year and some of us establish reso-
lutions too. What things will you do
differently in 2026 that you have not
tried or changed in the past? What
can you do to help and improve your
local community or church? Is there
a family member or friend that could
use your time and support? What-
ever changes and/or improvements
you set out for yourself, we hope and
pray you have a safe, healthy and
happy year.

As we begin a new year, | would
like to take a moment and thank our
Supreme Officers, local officers and
youthful leaders for their tireless and
devoted efforts throughout 2025. |
would also like to thank our home
office staff under the leadership and
direction of our Supreme Secretary,
Scott T. Pogorelec for all of their sup-
port, commitment and dedication to
our membership and society as a
whole. Lastly, | would like to thank
the members of our Board of Direc-
tors for their dedication and contribu-
tions to our organization. It was a dif-
ficult year but with their support, we
managed to host some good frater-
nal events, help promote our Slovak
culture and Catholic faith and en-
sured our financial and operational
objectives and targets were all met
by year end.

In a few weeks, our Board of
Directors will host our next quar-

terly meeting and we will review our
overall financial health, life insur-
ance and annuity sales results, new
products and our athletic fraternal
programs. However, we will quickly
focus our attention to 2026 and es-
tablish our financial forecast, targets
and discuss new improvements that
we can incorporate into our society
for the betterment of our member-
ship. In general, our Board of Direc-
tors are pleased that our ongoing
efforts and leadership to control our
discretionary spending, improve our
sales results and make sound fiscal
investment decisions, that have all
contributed to our success this past
year.

During our deliberations, we
will also review the 2025 Fraternal-
ist of the Year program. We have
received some very worthy candi-
dates from a variety of groups and
will take some quality time to review
their individual contributions to their
community and select our 2025 next
recipient. We hope our Board of Di-
rectors will meet in the early spring
for our quarterly meeting and join in
the celebration ceremony with the
2025 winner and their family and
friends. It is something we started
last year and hope it can continue
moving forward.

Later in January our Supreme
Physical Fitness board will meet for
their annual meeting. This year the
meeting will be conducted virtually,
since the agenda does not require a
face to face gathering and the board
is also trying to reduce cost for our
society. As part of the meeting, the
board will be once again soliciting
input from our local leaders and of-
ficers to ensure we are exploring
new ideas for our future events and
meeting their expectations with re-
gards to our current program. We
want to maintain our events but
recognize our youth have lots of op-

(Continued on page 4)
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPREME SECRETARY
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SCOTT T. POGORELEC, F.I.C.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

| would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish all our members and
friends a happy and healthy New
Year 2026! | hope you all had a won-
derful holiday sea-
son with your family
and friends.

The begin-
ning of a new year
is always an op-
portunity to think
positively and set
JA our priorities for the
year ahead. If you made any of the
traditional New Year’s resolutions
(exercise more, do more around the
house, save more money, etc.), |
hope that you are staying strong and
are still faithful to them. If | may, |
would like to add one more resolu-
tion to your list. Get involved in our
activities.

Not many institutions can boast
of more than a century of success
with outstanding fraternal and sport-
ing activities, along with our stable
financial strength. It was on July 4,
1905, that a group of your Slovak
immigrants met in Passaic, NJ and
established our great organization.
We have been able to sustain our
strength due to a membership that
has always remained active. We
need our membership, especially
our youngsters, to stay engaged.
Try to make a commitment this year
to get more involved in your local
Assembly/Wreath and/or Group.
Local level functions are the corner-
stone of the Slovak Catholic Sokol.
It is through these events that our
message is delivered to our current
members and potential members.

What is another way that
you can help our Society? You can
tell someone, whether it be a family
member or friend, about our organi-
zation and the benefits that go along
with being a member. You can ask if

their insurance needs are being met,
and it not, give them the phone num-
ber of our Home Office. These are
just a few things that do not take a
lot of time but can go a long way in
insuring our Society’s future.

This time of year is also a won-
derful opportunity to look at your very
own insurance needs. Life insurance
can be a financial blessing during a
challenging time. The purchase of it
can mean saving your home, send-
ing your children to college, or pre-
serving the quality of life for your
family. If your children do not have
an S.C.S. policy yet, it is a wonderful
time to get them one. Since premi-
ums are based on age, your child’s
premium will never be lower than it is
currently right now. Along with finan-
cial protection, your child or grand-
child will enjoy the many benefits our
Society offers including our scholar-
ship program. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the Home Of-
fice and we would be glad to assist
you.

We are looking forward to a suc-
cessful fraternal year in 2026, and
we realize that we need to continue
to evolve. Change is not something
that comes easy, but it is necessary
given our current fiscal environment.
We will be getting started early with
our Supreme Board of Directors
meeting on January 15" and our Su-
preme Physical Fitness Board meet-
ing on January 17". Both meetings
will be held virtually as we continue
to find ways to be more efficient
and cost effective. If you have any
thoughts for either Board, please
reach out to the Home Office.

Until next time, have a blessed
and healthy New Year, stay warm,
and may God bless you!

Stay safe, stay strong,
and STAY POSITIVE!
Zdar Boh!
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SOKOL CALENDAR

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026
THE MILWAUKEE FASIANGY
(PRE-LENTEN DANCE) sponsored
by Slovak League of America - As-
sembly 20 will be held at 3 p.m. at
Sacred Heart Church Hall, 917 N.
49" Street Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Slovak food and bakery will be avail-
able. A live band will provide music
for dancing and your listening plea-
sure. The Tatra Slovak Dancers will
have a performance. Donation is
$5.00 per person. We are inviting all
Wreath 93 and Group 4 members to
attend. For more information, con-
tact our Betty at 414-425-6137 or El-
len at 262-893-7483.

— Kathy Valent, Slovak League of
America #20 Secretary

32"° ANNUAL SLOVAK BALL at
The Royal Manor in Garfield, NJ.
The black-tie affair will begin with
cocktail hour at 7 p.m., followed by
dinner, live music by Express Band,
a midnight buffet, premium open bar
raffle featuring unique prizes. More
information at the website: SlovakA-
mericanCC.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026
GROUP 2 MEETING. Mass at 10
a.m. in HNJ. Lunch will be provided
in the chapel. RSVP by February 8,
2026 to Anne Neudeck, tel. 203-335-
8418.

SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON
PUBLICATION DATE

The next issue of the SLOVAK

CATHOLIC FALCON will be that

of MARCH 1, 2026. DEADLINE

for all photos and information for

this issue will be EEBRUARY 22

2026.

The next SLOVAK CATHOLIC
SOKOL NEWSLETTER will be
posted on our website on JANU-
ARY 15, 2026.
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Thoughts from our Supreme Chaplain,
Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic

REFLECTION ON THE CORPORAL
WORKS OF MERCEY

The Corporal Works of Mercy call Christians
to make God’s love visible through concrete action.
Rooted in Jesus’ words in Matthew
25—“Whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did
for me”—they remind us that faith is
not only something we profess but
something we live.

To feed the hungry and give
drink to the thirsty challenges me
to notice not only physical hunger
but also the hidden poverty around me. It invites gen-
erosity, even when giving costs time, comfort, or re-
sources. In serving basic human needs, | encounter
Christ himself, often in unexpected places.

To clothe the naked and shelter the homeless
confronts the dignity of every human person. These
works push me beyond charity that is convenient to-
ward compassion that restores worth. They remind
me that no one should be reduced to their circum-
stances and that solidarity requires both action and
advocacy.

To visit the sick and visit the imprisoned are
perhaps the most demanding works of mercy, because
they require presence more than solutions. They call
me to overcome fear, judgment, and discomfort. In ac-
companying those who suffer or are forgotten, | learn
that mercy is often expressed simply by being there
listening, praying, and loving without conditions.

Finally, to bury the dead teaches reverence for
life even after death and affirms our hope in the resur-
rection. It is an act of mercy that comforts the grieving
and reminds us of the eternal perspective of our faith.

Living out the Corporal Works of Mercy trans-
forms both the one who serves and the one who is
served. They draw me out of self-centeredness and
into a deeper relationship with Christ, who identifies
himself with the poor, the suffering, and the marginal-
ized. Through these works, the Church becomes the
hands and feet of Christ in the world, witnessing to a
love that is active, sacrificial, and real.

MESSAGE FROM OUR
SUPREME PRESIDENT
(Continued from page 2)

tions in their local communities. We want to sincerely
thank the members of our Supreme Physical Fitness
board for their commitment to our program and their
ongoing focus on the health, fitness and fraternalism
for our organization.

In closing, | want to thank our Supreme Secretary,
Scott T. Pogorelec for his tireless and focused commit-
ment, dedication and leadership to our society. Broth-
er Scott works on our behalf with a very small staff, to
help achieve our business objectives, financial targets
and overall operational needs. He proactively works
with our professional advisors and board of directors,
to gain their direction and guidance but still has the
important job and responsibility to execute and deliver
on our key projects and goals. It has been an absolute
pleasure and privilege to have worked with him over
the past year and look forward to working together in
the future and building on our accomplishments.

From our family to yours, we hope you all had a
wonderful Christmas holiday season. May you con-
tinue to experience good health, happiness and pros-
perity in the coming year and hope all of our members
had a safe, joyous and memorable New Year!

May God Bless you all!

MINUTES OF ASSEMBLY 163

ANNUAL MEETING

Assembly 163, Donora, PA held the annual
meeting on December 7, 2025. The meeting was
called to order at 1:00 p.m., election of officers
were discussed with no one willing to run. The of-
ficers will remain the same as in the past.

Discussion was held regarding getting new
members with no suggestions or ideas.

It was agreed that the semi annual meeting will
be held via zoom in April. No further items to dis-
cuss and the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Terri Gardner

FACTS ABOUT NEW YEAR

New Year’s celebrations date back 4,000
years to ancient Babylon, but the January 1%t date
was set by Julius Caesar in 46 BCE with the Ju-
lian calendar. Traditions vary globally, from Spain’s
12 grapes to Japan’s long noodles, symbolizing
good fortune, while resolutions, like the Babylonian
promises, often fail, with many people quitting by
January. The Times Square ball drop, a fireworks
ban substitute, began in 1908, and other customs
include midnight kisses (from Roman festivals) and
eating certain foods (like beans for luck) to move
forward in the new year.
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GROUP 1 ANNUAL MEETING Introdueing our
. i) Ul =~ newest members

Group 1 annual meeting was held on Sunday, November 16, 2025, in the Theodore Jack Baklta born March

Church Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. Slovak Mass at SS. Cyril and Metho- 30, 2025 is the son of Alex and

dius Church in Clifton, NJ. Fr. Vladimir Chripko (right) celebrated the Mass Katya Bakita from Barbeton, OH.

with Fr. Richard Bay (left), Chaplain of Group 1. E'e Ls ? mecr)nk?er of Assembly 167,
aroetion, .

Reese Jean Richnavsky, born July
15, 2025 is the daughter of Kyle
and Tracey Richnavsky from N.
Royalton, OH. She is a member of
Wreath 153, Parma, OH.

Find us on Facebook:

Slovak Catholic
Sokol Public Group
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MINUTES OF GROUP 16

ANNUAL MEETING

Opening: President John Papcun Called to Order the An-
nual Meeting of the Slovak Catholic Sokol’s Group 16 at 3:00 PM
at St. Cyril and Methodious Church in Sterling Heights Michigan.

John began the meeting by submitting the following Agenda:
*Meeting Called to Order
*Opening Prayer
*Opening Statement
*All Attendees Sign in Sheet Officers and Members
*Roll Call of Officers
*Review and Approval of Prior Years Minutes
*Group 16 Officers Reports
*Assembly 36 Officers Reports
*Report of 2025-2026 Activities
*Discussions and Proposals
*Contributions to Charities
*Adjournment

The opening of the meeting began with a Prayer by Presi-
dent John Papcun with encouraging words, asking God to Bless
our meeting and God Bless Group 16 and may we prosper for
many years to come.

President John Papcun presented his Opening Statement.

Sign In Sheet (Officers and Members)

The opening statement was followed by an Officer Roll Call
which noted the attendance of the following:

Officers: President: John Papcun
Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Sharon Papcun
Treasurer: Deceased August 20, 2025
Financial Secretary/Treasurer: Stephen Papcun
Auditor: Paula Papcun
Auditor: Sharon Papcun
Members: Donald Papcun
Members via Phone: Colleen Papcun, Brian Papcun

Enter MINUTES from Previous Year (Motion to Accept) Ste-
phen Papcun, Donald Papcun.

Group Officer Reports, as well as Assembly/ Wreath Presi-
dent Reports, were subsequently submitted. Highlights of each
Officer Reports are noted here: Approved and entered for the
record.

President John Papcun:
Report and Opening Statement:

“God Bless Group 16 and may we prosper and continue for
many years to come.”

As your President | begin this report with sadness due to the
passing of our Beloved treasurer of many years Laverne Eland.
She passed away on August 20th, 2025 at the age of 94 We have
displayed a memorial table as a tribute to her life and service to
Slovak Catholic Sokol. Our faith teaches us to Celebrate life and
remember those who have passed before us. In the year 2025
we had four participants at the international bowling tournament
and three participants at the international golf tournament. Con-
gratulations are in order for Stephen Papcun who was awarded
the Frank Petruff award for sportsmanship and dedication to SCS
at the golf tournament.

In coordination with assembly 36 we have donated to
Burgess-Shadbush Nature Center and a donation to All Saints
Church in Rossford Ohio. Also, we have a shuffle of officer po-
sitions. In addition to Stephen Papcun assuming the duties of
Group Treasurer he will be the interim sports Director due to the

retirement of Beth Penxa. | would also like to Welcome Colleen
Papcun as Vice President for Assembly 36. It was 99 years ago
that my grandfather, John Brehovy along with his cousin John
Names founded Group 16. It is my intention to Celebrate 100
years in 2026. An announcement will be forthcoming at our As-
sembly meeting in April 2026. ZDAR BOH!!! Fraternally yours,
John M. Papcun

Vice President Stephen Papcun:

Stephen Papcun vacated Vice President position due to be-
coming Financial Secretary/Treasurer, in the wake of LaVerne
Eland’s passing. President nominated Brian Papcun for Vice
President of Group 16 via phone, would you accept? Brian re-
plied, Yes! Colleen Papcun approved seconded by Stephen Pap-
cun.

Secretary: Sharon Papcun:

Secretary Sharon Papcun reported that in accordance with
our Slovak Catholic Sokol Bylaws, as secretary of our Group 16,
| have fulfilled my clerical obligation to record the Minutes of our
2025 meeting.

Treasurer Laverne Eland:

Laverne Eland entered Eternal Life on August 20, 2025. Ste-
phen Papcun will assume and perform her duties as Financial/
Secretary Treasurer. Group 16 Financial Report will be forthcom-
ing, due to the passing of Laverne Eland. *Let it be noted that
LaVerne Eland as our treasurer of Group 16, fulfilled her duties to
the best of her ability having kept the books, the banking, making
deposits and disbursement checks when needed up until the time
of her passing just one and a half months prior to our Group 16
meeting, on October 11, 2025......

Auditors:

Auditor Sharon Papcun verified the accuracy and integrity of
the Treasurers Financial Report.

Auditor Paula Papcun is not in attendance. Unable to attend.

Sports Director Stephen Papcun:
Stephen Papcun has accepted the position as Sports Direc-
tor.

Sports Director Assistant:
Paul Papcun has accepted the position as assistant Sports
Director.

A Motion to Accept in unison all submitted reports was pro-
posed by member John Papcun, seconded by Sharon Papcun
and unanimously approved.

Assembly 36:
The minutes of April Assembly 36 meeting were accepted.

Assembly 36:
Deceased: Janet Brueck

Our sympathy goes out to the family of Janet Brueck of Stur-
gis Michigan June 14, 2025, Age 84

Report of 2024-2025 Activities: *Refer to President’s Report

President John Papcun highlighted the year’s activities.
See John’s Report in his Presidential Report. He encourages all
members, to the extent possible, to continue participation in these
types of fraternal events.

—-6-—
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OPEN FORUM: Discussions and Proposals

2026 Celebrate 100 Year Anniversary

Proposals: Participating or sharing any Ideas or any feed-
back would be appreciated. Please contact John Papcun at:
jmp_0713@yahoo.com

Contributions to Charities:

Donation designations as follows:

*Capuchin Soup Kitchen $100.00

*St. Paul of Tarsus “Food Pantry” $250.00

*Burgess-Shadbush Nature Center #100.00

Note: *All Recommendations Welcome. Recommendations will
be considered. Contact President John Papcun with your ideas
to Donate to Charities. jmp_ 0713@yahoo.com

2025 Planned Activities:

Sokol Walking Program (January 2026)

. Email Initiative *Brian Papcun

. Group 16 Facebook Page *Brian Papcun

. Assembly Meeting (April 2026) To Be Announced

. Hands Across America (May 2026) To Be Announced
. Summer Reading Program (2026) To Be Announced
. Recommendations Welcome

A Motion to Adjourn the meeting submitted by Laverne
Eland. The motion was seconded by Stephen Papcun. The mo-
tion was unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned.

These MINUTES dutifully submitted by Secretary, Sharon
Papcun. — Sharon Papcun

Assembly 36 supports All Saints Church in Rossford,
Ohio. All Saints Church continues to represent the for-
mer St. Cyril and Methodius Church in Rossford Ohio
by displaying the statues of Saints Cyril and Methodius
within the vestibule of the Church. This display repre-
sents the tradition of the Slovak Catholic Sokol. A check
for $150 was presented to Father Scott Woods.

John M. Papcun, President Assembly 36

MINUTES OF GROUP 14
ANNUAL MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Group Presi-
dent Kathy Watkins who welcomed all officers and
members. Dinner was provided for all in attendance
and President Watkins noted that to go containers were
available. President Watkins thanked Julie Kotvas for
supplying the delicious desserts.

The opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance
were completed with roll call following. A total of 19 of-
ficers and members were in attendance. Minutes of
the last meeting and officer reports were given and ap-
proved. Auditors reviewed and approved the financial
books.

A discussion was held regarding thoughts and opin-
ions on the format of the Heritage Slet. Physical Direc-
tress Haley Schank advised that there was a total of 31
participants from our group with various age ranges,
some of who were first time attendees. She indicated
that everyone had a great time. Supreme Physical Di-
rectress Katie Swift and President Watkins noted that
this was a very family-oriented and fraternally organized
event as members of groups were paired together for
the activities so as to mix up and meet new people. In
fact, it was noted that Rich Walkowiak from our group
took 1st place in the cornhole tournament, paired with
Megan Antosy. President Watkins stated that several
members who attended the golf tournament expressed
their desire to attend the next Heritage Slet. Everyone
provided extremely favorable feedback on this new for-
mat and expressed desire to attend this event in the fu-
ture. The next Heritage Slet is tentatively scheduled for
July 16 through July 19, 2026.

Future planned international and local group activi-
ties were discussed as follows:

. Christmas dinner delivery for senior member
scheduled for December 10"

. Donation to Brothers Brother foundation —
motion approved

. Bowling Tournament May 15 and May 16
at Meadows Casino

. Golf Tournament August 7 to August 9
at the Poconos

. Group 14 reunion ideas were discussed - our

local Fitness Board will be considering options

for an event tentatively scheduled for February,

2026

There being no further business to discuss, a mo-

tion was made and seconded to close the meeting. All
joined in for a closing prayer for our living and deceased
members, with a special prayer for our beloved Aunt
Joanie (Joan Yanosick).

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Walkowiak
Group 14 Secretary
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MINUTES OF GROUP 6
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of Msg. Andrew Hlinka, Group
6 was held Sunday, October 19, 2025 at Caparella Res-
taurant, Uniontown PA. The meeting was called to order
at 1:00 p.m. by President, Anna Mae Warnick. President
Warnick welcomed everyone in attendance then led the
group in opening prayers and Grace. A buffet lunch was
served. After lunch, the business began. Secretary, Terri
Gardner read the minutes from the semi annual meeting
held in April, 2025. Motions were made and the minutes
were accepted. Reports were given by the officers, Vice
President Dorothy Rudinec had nothing to report, Presi-
dent Anna Mae Warnick reported that all forms and busi-
ness were taken care that the main office required Trea-
surer Mary Ann Erdley, read the treasurers report which
was accepted. She also stated that the salaries were
paid the yearly reports were sent to the main office as
required. Secretary Terri Gardner stated she takes the
minutes at the minutes and submits to the main office for
publication. Election of officers were held. The new of-
ficers are President, Anna Mae Warnick; Vice President,
Terri Gardner; Treasurer, Mary Ann Erdley and Secre-
tary David Matty. Mike Mattros will remain as the Sports
Director. Anna Mae Warnick informed the group we will
not be having a Christmas Party this year and David
Matty stated everyone is invited to the Sokol Christmas
party in Perryopolis, this party is usually held the second
Saturday in December at the sokol hall. The semi an-
nual meeting will be held on April 19, 2026. Meeting was
adjourned at 2:30 p.m. at which time President, Anna
Mae Warnick led the group in closing prayers.
Zdah Boh,
Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Terri Gardner

introdueing our
newest member

Anna Carolyn Matlon
born May 8, 2025, is the
daughter of Kevin and
Julia Matlon from Boon-
ton, NJ. She is a mem-
ber of Assembly 24,
Boonton, NJ.

MINUTES OF GROUP 1
ANNUAL MEETING

The Group 1 Annual Officers Meeting held at Slovak
Catholic Sokol Headquarters, 205 Madison Street, Passaic,
NJ 07055 was called order at 11:16am on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18, 2025 by Group | President John Pogorelec, Jr.

The Opening Prayer was said by Group | Secretary Pe-
ter Walentowicz.

The Flag Salute was led by Group | Sports Director Eric
Topczij.

Group 1 Secretary Walentowicz took the roll call of Of-
ficers. The following Group | Officers were present: Presi-
dent John Pogorelec, Jr.; Vice President/Treasurer John
Termyna; Secretary Peter Walentowicz; Sports Director
Eric Topczij; Assistant Sports Director Joseph Krzysik; and
members of the Physical Fitness Board Clifford Ainsworth,
Christine Smith, and Maria Topczij. Also in attendance was
Jason Adamo.

Secretary Peter Walentowicz read the minutes of the
Group | Annual Meeting of May 4, 2025. A motion to approve
the Minutes was made by VP/Treasurer John Termyna and
seconded by Christine Smith. The motion carried.

Treasurer John Termyna gave the Treasurer’s Report.
A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by
Joseph Krzysik and seconded by Eric Topczij. The motion
carried.

Under Old Business, Vice President John Termyna re-
ported on the Eastern District Bowling Tournament held on
the weekend of May 16 -18, 2025. Group | was represented
by one team of bowlers.

Also under Old Business, Vice President Termyna re-
ported on the Eastern District Golf Tournament held in August.

Still under Old Business, Eric Topczij reported on
the Group | Golf Tournament held on October 11, 2025 at
Preakness Valley Golf Course in Wayne, NJ. It was a rainy
day and due to various factors and prior commitments only
three teams of four, or twelve total golfers, participated in
this year’s tournament.

Under New Business, John Termyna expressed his de-
sire for Group | to restart its annual bowling tournament. He
will look into possible venues but one possibility is Parkway
Lanes.

Also under New Business, Eric Topczij expressed his
desire to restart the annual Group | spaghetti dinner fund-
raiser.

Further under New Business Maria Topczij suggested
that begin to expand beyond their traditional activities and
begin more modern activities such as a cornhole tourna-
ment and a pickleball tournament.

Expanding on Maria Topczij’s idea of incorporating new
events, Clifford Ainsworth suggested the possibility of a vid-
€0 game tournament.

Lastly the Annual Group | Meeting was scheduled for
Sunday, November 16, 2025 at Saints Cyril and Methodius
Roman Catholic Church, located at 218 Ackerman Avenue
in Clifton, NJ immediately following the 10:30am Slovak
Mass.

A motion to adjourn was made by Maria Topczij and
Seconded by Joseph Krzysik.

Secretary Walentowicz said the Closing Prayer and the
Meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.

-8-—
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“SLOVAK CUSTOMS BOOKLETS”

Submitted by Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.

If you are interested in carrying on Slovak tradi-
tions, | highly recommend a series of booklets by Larry
Kozlowski.

1. His newest publication is “Old World Honey
Cakes ... Slovak Style,” which explains historical tradi-
tions and includes recipes to make a medovnik (a hon-
ey cake or cookies). Slovaks and neighboring nations
each had their own traditions but shared many as well.
One of these was the Honey Cake. Before the avail-
ability of cane and beet sugars, honey was the main
source of sweetener. This rare substance as found in
the forests and because of its rarity, pagans thought it
was a gift of the gods. Animal fats such as butter and
lard were used in baking instead of cooking oils except
during Advent and Lent. In addition to the production
of honey, bees wax (candles) and mead (fermented
honey wine) were made. Today the word Gingerbread
is often considered synonymous with the words Honey
Cake or Honey Spice Cake, but this is not the case.
A true Honey or Honey Spice Cake begins with honey
and/or spices. A true Gingerbread is made from dough
to which honey, sugar, spices, and ginger are added.
Learn more and buy this amazing booklet!

2.“Celebrate Christmas ... Slovak Style” is a unique
collection of Slovak customs, traditions (Christmas Eve
Dinner Menus Recipes and Symbolism), folklore, reci-
pes: (Potato Pancake, Potato Dumplings & Cheese,
Dumplings & Fried Cabbage, Honey Cakes, Pagac -
Filled Dough, Hot Brandy, Sour Mushroom Soup with
Dumplings, Baked Fish, Filled Dumplings - Pirohy, Bread
Biscuits - Bobalky, Sweet Rolls - Kolace Filled Cook-
ies - Rozky, Christmas Bread - VianoCka, Rye Bread,
Roast Goose, Jellied Pig’s Feet, Spiced Wine, Carnival
Crullers - Cieregy, Roast Pork & Sauerkraut, Bishop’s
Bread, and many more holiday favorites. Learn of the
custom of the “Up-Side Down” Christmas Tree, make
Slovak Straw Christmas Ornaments or a paper Slovak
Nativity Creche for under your holiday tree. Keep your
precious Slovak heritage alive and celebrate the price-
less treasures of Slovak Christmases of the past with an
inspiration for Slovak Christmases of the future.

3.“Celebrate Easter ... Slovak Style” is a unique
collection of Slovak customs, traditions (Easter Bas-
ket Blessing Symbolism) , folklore, recipes (Rezanky,
Ceregi, Palacinky, Pirohy, Halubky, Halusky, Pagac,
Syrek, Paska, Chren, Klobasi, Kolacky, Rozky, Babov-
ka, PeCene & more) , and folk arts (Easter Whips, Palm
Weaving & Egg Decorating). Keep your precious Slo-
vak heritage alive and celebrate the priceless treasures
of Slovak Easters past and is an inspiration for Slovak
Easters of the future.

4."Christmas Cookies, Cakes & Pastries ... From
the Old Country.” This is a 40-page collection of recipes
to bake and fry during the Christmas holidays from the

Celebrate Christmas...
... Slovak Style

By: Lawrence G. Kozlowski

*Customs
*Traditions
*Folklore
*Recipes
*Folkarts

traditions of Slovaks, Carpatho-Rusyns, Poles, Croa-
tians, Germans, ltalians, Lithuanians, Russians, Slove-
nians, and Ukrainians.

1 — Any One Booklet $15.00 -or- Any 3 Booklets
$30.00 --- Free Shipping.

Enjoy one free packet of oplatky (Christmas wa-
fers) for the whole order if ordered before Christmas and
FREE Shipping!

To order directly, mail check or money-order pay-
able to: L. G. Kozlowski

---Free Shipping---

Larry G. Kozlowski

525 Beatty Road
Monroeville, Pa. 15146
e-mail: Lgk505@aol.com

Lawrence Kozlowski, is a past recipient of the West-
ern PA Slovak Cultural Association’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, for his lifelong service to the Slovak Ameri-
can community and his lasting contributions to promote
Slovak language, culture, folk arts and heritage in West-
ern Pennsylvania.

—-9-—



SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, JANUARY 1, 2026

$64,500 IN S.C.S. SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS AVAILABLE IN 2026
Qualified Trade School Students & High School Seniors with 12 College Credits Can Apply
Increased Scholarship Awards — Krista L. Glugosh & SCS Memorial Scholarships

The Slovak Catholic Sokol is pleased to announce that
$64,500 in scholarship grants will be available to eligible
members in 2026. Previous recipients may reapply for a
grant in 2026; however, please note that, per a Conven-
tion mandate, each student may receive a maximum of
two Slovak Catholic Sokol scholarship grants and only one
grant in each of the other categories. Additionally, the Slo-
vak Catholic Sokol Board of Directors is excited to share
enhancements to our Scholarship Program. We are proud
to include now trade school students and high school se-
niors who have earned 12 or more college credits, open-
ing new opportunities for success. Furthermore, the Krista
L. Glugosh Memorial Scholarship and the Slovak Catholic
Sokol Memorial Scholarship now offer increased awards,
helping our members pursue their dreams. We encourage
all qualified members to take advantage of this opportunity
and move closer to achieving their goals through our distin-
guished Scholarship Program.

“Slovak Catholic Sokol College Grant”
Eligibility Changes

The Slovak Catholic Sokol College Grants are now
open to students currently attending trade schools and
high school seniors who have earned 12 or more col-
lege or university credits and have been accepted into
an accredited college or university. These exciting new
opportunities empower our members to pursue their
dreams—academically and professionally—and turn
their aspirations into reality.

“Krista L. Glugosh Memorial Scholarship”
Award Increase

The Glugosh family has proudly increased the “Krista L.
Glugosh Memorial Scholarship” award to $2,000, inspiring
students pursuing majors in computer science, information
technology, or related fields. Their unwavering commitment
ignites a passion for innovation and academic excellence in
the next generation of technology leaders.

The “Slovak Catholic Sokol (SCS) Memorial Scholar-
ship” Award Increase

The Slovak Catholic Sokol Board of Directors is proud
to announce the elevation of the “Slovak Catholic Sokol
(SCS) Memorial Scholarship” to $1,500, opening new op-
portunities and support for our dedicated members who
give to their community.

A total of 30 Slovak Catholic Sokol college grants of
$1,000 each, one Krista L. Glugosh Memorial Scholarship
for $2,000, two Theodore and Mary Jane Rich Memorial
Scholarships one for a male and female in the amount of
$2,000 each, two Emil Slavik Memorial Scholarships one for
a male and female in the amount of $2,000 each, one The
Doctors’ Lesko Medical Memorial Scholarship for $1,000,
one Yencha Scholarship for $1,000, one John J. Yanosick
Memorial Scholarship for $1,000, and at least three Slovak

Catholic Sokol (SCS) Memorial Scholarship for $1,500.

The collegiate application process starts on December
1, 2025, and is ONLY ONLINE on the Slovak Catholic So-
kol website. Please take the time to review the application
process and the required documentation to meet eligibility.
You can find instructions, frequently asked questions (FAQ),
and the application at
https://www.slovakcatholicsokol.org/family_scholarships.asp.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ALL

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS IS MARCH 31, 2026

Applicants may submit one application to be con-
sidered for all scholarships for which they are eligible.
We strongly encourage applying for multiple scholar-
ships, but please be aware that only one grant will be
awarded per applicant.

College scholarship eligibility requirements:
SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL (a total of 30, $1,000

grants will be awarded)

. Must have a $3,000 Permanent Whole Life Plan

. A member of the organization for at least 5 years

. One parent must be a Slovak Catholic Sokol
member

. Must have an accumulated grade point average
of at least 2.5 or better while attending a credited
college or university.

. High school seniors must have 12 or more
college or university credits and an accumulated
grade point average of at least 2.5 or better.

. Trade school students must have an
accumulated grade point average of at least 2.5
or provide proof of mastery of the currently
required trade skills.

. Essay- “How has being a member of the Slovak
Catholic Sokol influenced my life?

KRISTA L. GLUGOSH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (1
grant in the amount of $2,000 will be awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS
scholarship AND

. Majoring in a curriculum focusing on computer
science, information technology, or related
subfields.

THEODORE AND MARY JANE RICH (one male and
one female grant in the amount of $2,000 will be
awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS
scholarship AND

. One parent must be of Slovak ancestry.

. Must be majoring in a medical curriculum.

EMIL SLAVIK (one male and one female grant in the
amount of $2,000 will be awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS
scholarship AND

-10-
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. Both parents must be members of the Slovak
Catholic Sokol.
. Must be majoring in liberal arts, the sciences,
pre-law, pre-medical, or business curriculum.
THE DOCTORS’ LESKO MEDICAL MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP (1 grant in the amount of $1,000 will
be awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS
scholarship AND

. Majoring in a nursing or medical curriculum.

. One parent must be of Slovak ancestry.
YENCHA SCHOLARSHIP (1 grant in the amount of
$1,000 will be awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS

scholarship AND

. Majoring in a liberal arts curriculum.

THE JOHN J. YANOSICK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
(1 grant in the amount of $1,000 will be awarded)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS

scholarship AND

. Group 14 scholarship candidates will be given

preference.
SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL MEMORIAL SCHOLAR-
SHIP (3 grants in the amount of $1,500 will be award-
ed to the applicant who best exemplifies the spirit of

scholarship AND

. Essay- “Describe the one volunteer experience
that made the biggest personal impact on
you- how/why.”

Catholic High School and Catholic Grade
School Grants

To inspire greater participation in Catholic education,
the Slovak Catholic Sokol Board of Directors is thrilled to
announce the removal of the two-grant limit for all Catholic
School recipients. This new policy reflects our unwavering
commitment to supporting your parochial academic journey.

18 Catholic High School Grants, each in the
amount of $500, and 36 Catholic Grade School
Grants, each in the amount of $250, are available to
qualified students. You can find the applications start-
ing December 1, 2025 online at
https://www.slovakcatholicsokol.org/family _scholarships.asp
or in each of the next few issues of the Falcon.

If you have questions regarding the Slovak Catholic
Sokol Scholarship Program, please contact:
Andrea M. Tadlock
Supreme Vice-President

volunteerism)

. The same collegiate requirements as the SCS

Chairperson of the Scholarship Committee

vp@slovakcatholicsokol.org

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL SCHOLARSHIP TIPS FOR SUCCESS

You can start applying online at

https://www.slovakcatholicsokol.org/family _scholarships.asp

from December 1, 2025, through March 31, 2026.

To help you put your best foot for-
ward, here are a few friendly tips for
a successful application:

1. Take some time to explore the
application process online and
check the eligibility requirements
for each scholarship. This will help
you identify which scholarships you
can apply for.

2. Prepare your essay(s) before-
hand so you can easily upload
them when applying online.

3. Have a wallet-size (2x3) head-
shot photograph ready in jpeg
format to submit with your applica-
tion.

4. When you fill out the online ap-
plication, please answer ALL ques-
tions. If something doesn’t apply to
you, simply put N/A. For example, if
you’re fully independent from your
parents and they can’t claim you
on their tax returns, enter N/A in the

parent income field.
5. Don’t forget to request your
official transcripts from your uni-
versity or college after your fall term
wraps up. For trade school students,
please provide your current official
transcripts or proof of current mas-
tery of the currently required trade
skills. Make sure the transcripts are
sent to the Chairperson of the Schol-
arship Committee by email or mail:

Andrea M. Tadlock

Supreme Vice-President

VP @slovakcatholicsokol.org

100 Fletcher Farm Rd

Vermontville, NY 12989

| encourage you to apply for all
the scholarships you qualify for to
enhance your chances of receiving
one! Just so you know, applicants
can only receive one scholarship
each year.

—11 -

Make sure all your required
documents are submitted by the
DEADLINE of March 31, 2026. It’s a
good idea to submit everything early
to ensure your application, essay(s),
photograph, and transcripts are all
received on time. If you’re mailing
documents, remember they must be
postmarked by the deadline.

Although not every applicant will
receive a scholarship this year, we
encourage you to apply again next
year if it doesn’'t work out this time!
If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact me at
vp@slovakcatholicsokol.org.

Wishing you the best of luck,
and Zdar Boh!

Andrea M. Tadlock
Supreme Vice-President
Chairperson of the
Scholarship Committee




SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, JANUARY 1, 2026

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL ABBOT JEROME M. KOVAL, O.S.B.

MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL GRANT

As a fraternal benefit, the Slovak Catholic Sokol is pleased
to offer $500.00 grants to one young Sokol or Sokolka in each of
our organization's nineteen Groups. These 18 Grants are avail-
able to any qualified Sokol member currently attending a Catholic
High School.

ELIGIBILITY

A. Applicant mustbe amember of the Slovak Catholic Sokol
in good standing, holding a permanent Life Insurance Certificate
in the amount of not less than $3,000, and has been a member
for at least five years.

B. One parent must be a S.C.S. member.

C. The principal of the Catholic High School must verify the
enroliment of the applicant.

APPLICATION

ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION you must submitatyped

or written essay DOUBLE SPACED in 100 to 200 words on the

“WHAT DOES THE SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL MEAN TO
ME?” This essay must be submitted along with the application.
This application must be received on or before, March 31,
2026 with a clear, small (2"'x3" wallet size) head and shoulders
photograph.
Application is also available on the Internet @
https://Awww.slovakcatholicsokol.org/family_scholarships.asp

DISQUALIFICATION
An applicant who neglects to submit or complete any part of
these requirements before the established deadline will automati-
cally be disqualified.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
An acknowledgment of the Grant should be made in writing
by the recipient as soon as possible, if you are awarded a Grant.
RETURN OF GRANT
If for any reason the Grant is not used by the recipient, the

following topic: entire (or portion of) grant not utilized must be returned.

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL ABBOT JEROME M. KOVAL. O.S.B. MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION

Group # Assembly/Wreath # Name

Address City

State Zip Code Date of Birth Current Age
Home Phone ( ) High School Phone ( )

area code area code

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

Father's name Are you a member?

Mother's name

Are you a member?

Parent’s S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount
Parent’s S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount
Are you a previous Slovak Catholic Sokol Scholarship Recipient?

(yes/no)

If yes, please indicate Grade School or High School. What year?

High School verification (to be completed by High School Principal)

I, Principal of
(Principal's signature)

Catholic High School, verify that

(Name of School)

(Name of student)

is a student at the above school and will be attending Grade in the 2026-2027 school year.

Are you currently participating in Slovak Catholic Sokol Activities? Yes No

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION IS MARCH 31, 2026. Return completed application to:
SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL, 205 MADISON ST., P.O. BOX 899, PASSAIC, NJ 0705
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SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL GRANTS

As a fraternal benefit, the Slovak Catholic Sokol is pleased to offer
$250.00 Grants to our young Sokols and Sokolky in each of our
organization's nineteen Groups. Two grants each per Group are
available to any qualified Sokol member entering a Catholic Grade
School (Grades 2 through 8).
ELIGIBILITY

A. Applicant must be a member of the Slovak Catholic Sokol
in good standing, holding a permanent Life Insurance Certificate
in the amount of not less than $3,000, and has been a member
for at least five years.

B. One parent must be a S.C.S. member.

C. The principal of the Catholic Grade School must verify
the enroliment of the applicant.

APPLICATION

This application must be received on or before, March 31, 2026
withaclear, small (2"x3" wallet size) head and shoulders photograph.

Application is also available on the Internet @
https://www.slovakcatholicsokol.org/family_scholarships.asp

DISQUALIFICATION
An applicant who neglects to submit or complete any part of these
requirements before the established deadline will automatically
be disqualified.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
An acknowledgment of the Grant should be made in writing by the
recipient as soon as possible, if you are awarded a Grant.

RETURN OF GRANT
If for any reason the Grant is not used by the recipient, the entire
(or portion of) grant not utilized must be returned.

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION

Group # Assembly/Wreath # Name

Address City

State Zip Code Date of Birth Current Age
Home Phone ( ) School Phone ( )

area code area code

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount

Father’s name Are you a member?

Mother’s name Are you a member?

Parent’s S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount
Parent’s S.C.S. Insurance Certificate # Face Amount
Are you a previous Slovak Catholic Sokol Scholarship Recipient?

(yes/no)
If yes, what year?
School verification (to be completed by Grade School Principal)
I, Principal of

(Principal’s signature)

Catholic Grade School, verify that

(Name of School)

(Name of student)

is a student at the above school and will be attending Grade in the 2026-2027 school year.

No

Are you currently participating in Slovak Catholic Sokol Activities? Yes

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION IS MARCH 31, 2026. Return completed application to:
SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL, 205 MADISON ST., P.O. BOX 899, PASSAIC, NJ 07055
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MINUTES OF THESUPREME BOARD OF DIRECTORS
QUARTERLY MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY

Thursday, October 9, 2025 — 3:00 p.m.

Supreme President, Larry M. Glugosh, Called to Or-
der the Quarterly Meeting of the Supreme Board of Direc-
tors at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 9, 2025, and greet-
ed all the members of the Board.

Supreme Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, of-
fered the Opening Prayer.

Supreme Physical Directress, Katie Swift, led the
Board members in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.

Supreme Secretary, Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C. took the
Roll Call and the following members responded:

Supreme Chaplain............c...... Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic
Supreme President ...........ccocveeiiieiineens Larry M. Glugosh
Supreme Vice-President...................... Andrea M. Tadlock
Supreme Secretary ........ccccceenee. Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C.
Supreme Treasurer .........cccceeeeeeeereeene Michael J. Horvath
General Counsel .................... John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq.
Chairperson of the

Supreme Auditors........cccecveveeveece e James C. Matlon
Supreme Director

of Sports and Athletics ........cccccceeeneee Kathleen S. Watkins
Supreme Physical Directress ..........cccceeveeeeruennee. Katie Swift
Supreme Physical Director ............ccoccvveneneene Dusan Dorich

The record will show that all ten members of the Board
of Directors are present. Acknowledged
President Glugosh informed the Board that they all
have received the Minutes from our last Board meeting
held on June 19, 2025, and published in the September 1,
2025, issue of the Slovak Catholic Falcon. Brother Presi-
dent entertained a motion for their acceptance, so moved
by Chairperson of the Supreme Auditors, James C. Matlon,
seconded by Supreme Physical Director, Dusan Dorich.
Approved

President Glugosh then asked our Supreme Secretary
to give a brief overview of the Membership/Sales Report.

Brother Secretary gave the Board a brief overview of
our life and annuity business to date, agency update, and
the current agent sales campaigns. He also informed the
Board of the various advertising efforts that are currently in
place and will be expanded upon in the new year.

Several questions were presented and addressed
to the satisfaction of the Board and President Glugosh
thanked Brother Secretary for presenting the report. Presi-
dent Glugosh then asked for a motion to accept the report,
so moved by Supreme Vice-President, Andrea M. Tadlock,
seconded by General Counsel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq.

Approved

Brother President then called upon Mr. Ralph Primav-
era and Mr. Nicholas Cimino, PNC Institutional Asset Man-
agement, for the Investment Report.

Mr. Primavera provided an overview of the recent per-
formance of the economy, financial markets, and PNC’s
outlook for the balance of 2025 and 2026. Mr. Cimino then
reviewed the overall asset allocation, the equity markets,

and corporate earnings. They also reviewed the expecta-
tions for the Federal Reserve, inflation trends, and recent
activity in the fixed income portfolio.

The team addressed various questions from the Board
and President Glugosh thanked Ralph and Nicholas for
their report. Acknowledged

Brother President then called upon our General Coun-
sel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq. for the Legal Report.

Brother Counsel updated the Board on the status of
the appeal to the City of Passaic regarding our property tax.

Brother Counsel also updated the Board on the efforts of
Brother Secretary and himself in engaging potential buyers
for the entire property. He will keep the Board informed of
any developments.

Brother President thanked the General Counsel and
entertained a motion to accept the report, so moved by Su-
preme Physical Directress, Katie Swift, seconded by Su-
preme Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic. Approved

Brother President then called upon the Supreme Di-
rector of Sports and Athletics, Kathleen S. Watkins, for the
Physical Fithess Board Report.

Sister Watkins updated the Board on the successful
70" International Golf Tournament held in West Middlesex,
PA. Over one hundred Sokol golfers enjoyed this wonder-
ful event. All in attendance had a wonderful time and were
continually updated on all developments. The final scores
have been posted on the website and photos have been
published in the Falcon. Congratulations to the Frank S.
Petruff Memorial Sports Award recipient, Stephen F. Pap-
cun.

Supreme Physical Director, Dusan Dorich, and
Supreme Physical Directress, Katie Swift, updated the
Board on the Heritage Slet held in June and the thought
of potentially trying to do something annually. The Board
exchanged ideas and will reconvene at a future date af-
ter going through the data to run the event.

Brother President thanked Sister Kathy, Sister Ka-
tie, and Brother Dusan for their report and entertained
a motion to accept, so moved by Supreme Chaplain,
Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, seconded by Supreme Vice-
President, Andrea M. Tadlock.

Approved

President Glugosh questioned if there was any
New Business to address.

The Board discussed the Fraternalist of the Year
Nominations and the deadline for submission is Novem-
ber 30, 2025.

Chairperson of the Scholarhsip Committee, Supreme
Vice-President, Andrea M. Tadlock, brought forth a hand-
ful of recommendations for our Scholarship Program. Su-
preme Physical Directress, Kathleen S. Watkins, made a
motion to accept all recommendations, seconded by Gen-
eral Counsel, John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esqg. The recommen-
dations will be included in all advertising of our Scholarship
Program. Approved
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Sister Tadlock also informed the Board that she has
been collaborating with the Supreme Secretary and
Viktoria Tadlock on updating the website. A beta ver-
sion will be distributed to a select few individuals for in-
put. We hope to launch the new site by the Spring of
2026. Acknowledged

After discussions with our Supreme President, Larry
M. Glugosh, the Supreme Secretary informed the Board
members that the date for the next Supreme Board of
Directors meeting will be January 15, 2026, and it will
be a virtual meeting. Acknowledged

Having completed all the business on the agenda, Su-
preme President, Larry M. Glugosh, entertained a motion to
adjourn, so moved by Supreme Director of Sports and Ath-
letics, Kathleen S. Watkins, seconded by Supreme Physical
Director, Dusan Dorich. Approved

Supreme Chaplain, Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, of-
fered the Closing Prayer for all those in need as well as
for all the ill and deceased members of the Organization.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. Zdar Boh!

Respectfully Submitted,
Scott T. Pogorelec F.I.C.
Supreme Secretary
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SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL OF

THE SLOVAK CATHOLIC FEDERATION

Thank you everyone who supported the 2025 Saints Cyril and
Methodius Appeal. It is with great pleasure to announce that 176
donors gave $23,243 to the 2025 Appeal. Here is a breakdown
of donors and the amount given:

Parish ColleCtions.........coccveeeeveieceeeeece e 5 $3,682.40
Slovak Fraternal Organizations

(including Home Office donations) ..................... 56  $9,820.00
Clergy and Religious of Slovak Heritage. .......... 21 $2,425.60
Individual DoNations .........cccoeeeeeeeereeeeeeseeeseeeeeens 94 $7,315.00

A direct mailing for the 2026 Appeal will be sent in January to
local district and branch leaders from the four Catholic Slovak Fra-
ternal Organizations, members of the Slovak Catholic Federation,
and previous donors. Your support is needed each year because
money collected in the Appeal goes to help pay for the operating
costs of the Pontifical Slovak Institute and College of Saints Cyril
and Methodius in Rome.

Anyone wishing to contribute to the 2026 Appeal but did not
receive a letter asking for a donation is asked to fill out the informa-
tion in the box at the bottom of this article and mailing it along with
your check payable to the Slovak Catholic Federation to the ad-
dress provided. Donations in any amount are deeply appreciated
and are acknowledged. Gifts received after November 30, 2026
will be credited toward the 2027 Appeal. Thank you again for
your goodness and generosity.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded in 1911 by Rev.
Joseph Murgas, founding Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak
Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA. The Federation brings together under
one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage as well as Catholic
Slovak Fraternal Organizations for cultural, religious and educa-
tional needs. Serving as Moderator is the Right Reverend Gary
Hoover, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey, Cleveland,
OH. National President is Reverend Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F,
Supreme Chaplain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of Our
Lady of Victory Parish, Harvey's Lake, PA and Gate of Heaven
Parish, Dallas, PA. Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National Chaplain
of the First Catholic Slovak Union and Parochial Vicar with Senior
Priest status at Our Lady of Grace Church, Penndel, PA, serves as
First Vice President of the Federation and is the Appeal Coordina-
tor.

§< §< §< 5< 5< I< I I I I I I I I I I < I O
48™ANNUAL SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL

Name

Address
City
State Zip

Amount $
Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and
mail to: Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National First Vice Presi-
dent, Slovak Catholic Federation, Our Lady of Grace Church, 225
Bellevue Avenue, Penndel, PA 19047-4052
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MINUTES OF GROUP 7 ANNUAL MEETING

Group 7 “Rev. Joseph Murgas” held its 2025 annual
meeting on Friday, November 14, 2025, at North End
Slovak Citizens Club, Wilkes-Barre, PA. A Mass to cele-
brate the Liturgy and remember the living and deceased
members of Group 7 will be celebrated by Fr. Richard
Cirba on November 30, 2025, 11AM at St. Robert Bel-
larmine Parish, Wilkes-Barre, PA.

Amy Degnan Blasco called the meeting to order at
6:15 PM. Amy welcomed all and thanked everyone for
attending.

Father Richard Cirba opened the meeting with a
prayer.

Terri Palchanis asked all to join in for the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Roll call was taken by Frank Lipski, Recording Sec-
retary. There were officers present (Amy Degnan Blas-
co, Father Cirba, Gary Blasco, Tony Rasimas, Heather
Horvath, Pam Lipski, Dawn Palchanis, Kelly Palchanis,
Frank Lipski, and Jennifer Kuren; Joe Hvozdovic Jr &
August Palchanis 1 excused (Mathew Malenovich) for
a total of 14 officers. There were also 6 delegates (Mi-
chael Horvath, Sue Horvath, Robert Palchanis, Robbie
Palchanis, Kelci Kuren & Fr. Andy Hvozdovic).

Amy Degnan Blasco thanked to all for participation
throughout the year & described the events of 2024-
2025 year-to-date which included the Annual Meeting
held on Friday December 6,2024, with Mass celebrat-
ed on Sunday December 8,at St. Robert Bellarmine in
Wilkes Barre, PA., the Annual 89th Sokol Day held in
Plains in August 2025. Assembly 59 Butch Hvozdovic
Memorial Golf Tournament in September, Joining Hands
cleaning of North End Slovak Citizen Club. Members
attended the Penguin’s Hockey Game in March 2025.
Held annual flower fundraisers for Christmas 2024 and
Easter 2025. Lush with a Brush mat painting in April.
March 2025 Fraternalist of the Year for Marty Degnan,
June Heritage Slet, July sign painting & October Hallow-
een party in conjunction with NESCC. Upcoming events
include the 2025 Christmas Flower Sale and sponsoring
2 families in need during the holiday seasons, Psanky
class in November, Hockey night in March.

Minutes of 2024: The minutes of 2024 prepared by
Frank Lipski were read. A motion to accept the minutes
as prepared and read by all was made by Sue Horvath
and seconded by Dawn Palchanis. All in favor.

Correspondence: Frank Lipski reported receipt of
3rd quarter assessment on 10/13/2025 of $1155.30
The Officer’s Reports: All reports were submitted and
read by all present and since they were in good order
a motion was made by Pam Lipski and seconded by
Jennifer Kuren to accept the entire Officer’s Reports as
submitted. All in favor.
15-minute break:

The Auditors’ Report: The auditors report was given

by Gary Blasco, Joe Hvodovic Jr and Tony Rasimas.
Books are in order. Motion made by Kelly Palchanis and
seconded by Kelci Kuren to accept the report as pre-
sented. All in favor

The Treasurer’s Report: Frank Lipski gave the trea-
surer’s report which was supported with an outline of in-
come and expenses for the year. Balance in the checking
account as of November 14, 2025, was $6432.05 and
$17,866.13 in the Sokol Secure Fund as of 6/30/2025.
for a total of $24298.18. A motion was made to accept
the report by Jennifer Kuren and seconded by Terri Pal-
chanis. All in favor.

The Verifications Report was presented by Amy De-
gnan Blasco. It was verified that there were 14 officers
present: 1 excused (Matthew Malenovich), for a total of
15. There were also 6 delegates for a total of 20 in at-
tendance. A motion to accept the report was made by
Kelly Palchanis and seconded by Robbie Palchanis. All
in favor.

The Bonds and Salary Committee: Amy Degnan
Blasco and Frank Lipski. The Bonds and Salary Report
was presented by Amy Degnan Blasco. The committee
reported that they saw no need to increase salaries at
this time. A motion to accept the report was made by
Kelly Palchanis and seconded by Tony Rasimas. All in
favor

The Resolution Committee: Father Cirba, Pam Lip-
ski and Jennifer Kuren. The Resolutions Report was
presented by Pam Lipski.

RESOLVE: To remember in prayer: Pope Leo, that
God Bless him in all his endeavors as Vicar of Christ.

RESOLVE: To Pray for Bishop Joseph C. Bam-
bera, Bishop of Scranton, and the faithful of the Diocese
of Scranton as we continue to build up the kingdom of
God. We especially support through our prayers the on-
going Parish Pastoral Planning in our Diocese as we vi-
sion forward in 2026 and prepare for the challenges we
will face as presented by Bishop Bambera.

RESOLVE: To Pray for our Clergy and Religious,
that God grants them the strength and guidance they
need in their Ministry. We especially, pray for an in-
crease in Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious life
and for those struggling in a Vocation and Prayers for
healing.

RESOLVE: To work together for the growth of
membership in our Group 7 Slovak Catholic Sokol.

RESOLVE To pray for the success of the holy year
of hope..

RESOLVE: To acknowledge anyone observing a
special occasion this year.

RESOLVE: To thank and appreciate all who helped
with the preparation and participation in all the events of
this year.

RESOLVE: To pray for Respect of Human Life
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and Religious Freedom in our Country.

RESOLVE: To encourage support and participa-
tion in all or any of the activities of Group 7’s Parent’s
Club.

RESOLVE: To continue to work within Group 7
and our organization with the current officers, contribut-
ing our time and effort to the best of our ability and keep
them in our Prayers.

RESOLVE: To pray for Peace in our Country and
World especially in Ukraine and Middle East during
these violent and hostile times.

RESOLVE: To pray for all sick members of Group 7
who are suffering at home and/or in a health care facility.

RESOLVE: To pray for all the deceased members
of Group 7.

RESOLVE: To ask for prayers as we celebrate the
250th Birthday of America. God Bless America

RESOLVE: To celebrate the consecration of the
Sacred Heart in conjunction with the 250th Birthday of
America

A motion to accept the report was made by Heather
Horvath and Seconded by Kelci Kuren. All in favor.

The New Motions Committee: Michael Horvath, Fr.
Andy Hvozdovic, Robert Palchanis & Terri Palchanis

1. Recommend that all Group 7 officers hold a four-
year term coinciding with the Convention rules.

2. Recommend that a donation be given to the par-
ish of the annual meeting Mass. Amount of $200.00.

3. Recommend the minutes of the meeting be sub-
mitted within 90 days of the meeting (per the bylaws) to
be published in the Sokol paper.

4. Recommend holding Sokol Day with all assem-
blies and wreaths supporting the event.

5. Recommend an annual donation of $300.00 to
the North End Slovak Citizen’s Club for the use of the
club for monthly meetings.

6. Recommend that the Group 7 logo be worn for
all group activities.

7. Recommend that the Group Physical Director
and Directress make a report at the annual meeting
and include the number of participants in each program
throughout the year an event is held.

8. Recommend that a donation of $100.00 be sent
to the SCS Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of all
deceased members of Group 7.

9. Recommend that a donation of $150.00 be sent
to the Slovak Catholic Federation at the time of the An-
nual Appeal.

10. Recommend that the Group President
send a letter quarterly to the Slovak Catholic Sokol
Board of Directors wishing them a successful meeting
on behalf of Group 7.

11. Recommend that we participate in Join
Hands Day.
12. Recommend supporting new events on

all levels of the Slovak Catholic Sokols.

13. Recommend exploring new fundraising
events for Group 7.

14. Recommend the group auditors conduct
semi-annual audits to help with fiscal year compliance.

15. Recommend that a donation of $150.00
be sent to the Sisters of Ss. Cyril & Methodius.

16. Recommend that a donation of $125 to

the St. Vincent DePaul Kitchen in honor of living and
deceased members of Group 7.

17. Recommend continuing to adopt a “Fam-
ilies in Need” for Christmas when funds are available.
18. Recommend a donation of $125.00 to

the celebrant of the Memorial Mass for living and de-
ceased members of Group 7.

19. Recommend annual cleaning and plant-
ing at the Fr. Murgas Memorial Gravesite in the Sacred
Heart Cemetery.

20. Recommend moving funds from general
checking account to Sokol Secure Fund when funds are
available.

A motion to accept the report was made by Jennifer
Kuren and Seconded by Dawn Palchanis. All in favor.

The Technical Board Report: (Heather Horvath,
Dawn Palchanis, Kelly Palchanis and Rob Palchanis)
Kelly Palchanis read the recommendations for the up-
coming year.

. To prepare and send letters to all Assemblies
and Wreaths to survey the groups to determine eligible
participants for the Slet.

. To send qualified participants for the upcoming
Slet/Clinic/Heritage Slet.
. To use available facilities for practices and social

events, e.g., North End Slovak Club or other facilities
available.
. To pay entrance fees for tournaments; continue
to charge for T-shirts.
. To apply to headquarters for allotments for gym-
nastic/track coaches.
. To continue activities within the Group such as
bowling, golf tournament and to award prizes.
. To continue to encourage the Parent’s Club with
fundraisers for the upcoming year.
. To have all background checks updated when
necessary and for all new coaches.
. For the Group to purchase props for drilling for
the upcoming year, this would also include sporting
equipment and first aid supplies when needed.

Motion to accept the report was made by Tony Ra-
simas and seconded by Joe Hvozdovic Jr.
All in favor.

The Nominations Report was presented by Fr Andy
Hvozdovic. Current officers will retain their positions for
another four-year term. It is noted Matthew Malenovich

(Continued on page 21)
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4

Happy Nt_aV\TYear!

An anagram is a word or phrase made by rearranging the letters of another word or phrase.

Change each of the following anagrams into words or phrases that relate to New Year's Eve.

Change isle on tour into a firm decision to do something.

Change tock well cove into the time the new year begins.

Change my more into something recalled from the past.

Change Jay a run into the first month of the year.

Change dim thing into twelve o’clock at night.

Change duct on now into the act of calling out numbers
in reverse order.

Change as tot into a call to raise glasses in honor of
something or someone.

Change risk for we into the spectacular explosions
displayed in the sky for a celebration.

Change Team Squire into a place in New York City.

Change land sang yule into the song that bids farewell to
the old year.

ﬂnvnﬂ
” mnvn“‘

: Joelle Laury 01/07,
Torri Lee 01/11
Luke Cunningham 01/23
Peter Watson 01/30
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The 2026 Winter Olympics will be held in Milano &
Cortina, Italy from February 6 to February 22.

O\QQ

Here are some fun facts about the Winter Games

* The first Winter Olympic Games were held in 1924, in Chamonix, France.

* The United States has hosted the Winter Olympics a record four times. Lake
Placid in 1932 and 1980, Squaw Valley in 1960, and Salt Lake City in 2002.

* The Winter Olympics were held in the same year as the Summer Olympics
until 1992.

* Before the Winter Olympics began in 1924, ice figure skating was part of the
Summer Olympics in 1908 and again in 1920 (along with ice hockey).

* Four athletes have won medals at the Summer and Winter Olympic: Eddie
Eagan (USA), Jacob Tullin Thams (Norway), Christa Luding-Rothenburger (East
Germany), and Clara Hughes (Canada).

* Walt Disney was the chairperson of the opening and closing ceremonies at
the 1960 Winter Olympics in Squaw Valley, California.

* Military patrol was in the 1924 Winter Games and was a demonstration sport
in 3 other Games. Athletes competed in cross-country skiing, ski mountaineering
and rifle shooting. The event was later to become the Biathlon.
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Winter
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ceremonies cross-country luge skeleton
alpine curling skating ski jumping
bobsled freestyle Nordic ice hockey

biathlon skiing snowboard

Send me your January Word Search for a Chance to Win a Prize!!
If you want to win a $25 gift card, send me a copy of your word search by January 31%. I'll randomly
select a winner from all the entries | receive. GOOD LUCK!!

Send your completed entry by email to vp@slovakcatholicsokol.org with your name, group, address,
and email address.
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MINUTES OF GROUP 7
ANNUAL MEETING

(Continued from page 17)

has resigned his office as Physical Director

Chaplain — Fr. Richard Cirba
President — Amy Degnan Blasco
Vice President — Terri Palchanis
Financial Secretary/Treasurer —Frank Lipski
Recording Secretary — Frank Lipski
Reporter — Pam Lipski
Auditors (3) — Gary Blasco, Joe Hvozdovic Jr., Tony
Rasimas
Sports Director — Dawn Palchanis
Assistant Sports Direct — Heather Horvath
Assistant Physical Director — Position Open
Physical Directress — Kelly Palchanis
Assistant Physical Directress — August Palchanis
Historian — Jennifer Kuren

Motion made by Jennifer Kuren to accept the Nomi-
nations report, seconded by Gary Blasco. All in favor.

Old Business: Amy Degnan Blasco — no old busi-
ness.

Motion made by Jennifer Kuren, seconded by Gary
Blasco to close Old Business. All in favor.

New Business: Amy Degnan Blasco

1. Hockey Night — Tentative date April 12, 2026,
Penguins Hockey Game (set up by Home Office)

2. Families in Need for the Holidays — Donations will
be made to Fr. Richard Cirba & Fr. Andrew Hvozdovic’s
parish families in need.

3. Parent’'s Club — Dawn Palchanis - Treasurer’s
report as of November 14, 2025, Balance in account is
$4209. 74. Sold Superbowl tickets

4. Psanky Class -2 classes will be on November 23,
2025.

5. Donations

6. Christmas Flower Sale — sign up by 12/1/2025
orders to be picked up TBD 4:45PM.

7. 2026 Annual Meeting - Date and time TBD.

8. 2026 Sokol Day Pending insurance require-
ments, to be researched

9. Flowers to Past Officers — will send Christmas
flowers to past officers to brighten their day.

10. Technical Board — to look into local area
activities/fundraisers (skating party)to give back to the
community and give the Group a presence.

11. Kelly Palchanis-Gave a Sports Activity
Report for 2025

International Bowling Tournament had 12 partici-
pants. International Golf Tournament had 14 participants.
Mike Horvath & Frank Lipski placed in the Super Senior
Division.

Scholarship applications by 3/31/2026.

A motion to close new business was made by Jenni-
fer Kuren and seconded by Heather Horvath. All in favor.

Good of the Order: Amy Degnan Blasco thanked

everyone for helping throughout the year. Sue Horvath
added special thanks to Amy for her leadership, time and
patience.

Kelci Kuren made a motion to adjourn, and it was
seconded by Dawn Palchanis. All in favor.

Fr. Richard Cirba closed the meeting with a prayer.

Zdar Boh!
Frank Lipski
Group 7 Recording Secretary
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OBITUARIES

MICHAEL J. PJONTEK, JR. OBITUARY

HONORARY SUPREME OFFICER

Michael J. Pjontek Jr., 87, passed away on December 12,
2025.

He dedicated 35 years of service to the U.S. Postal Service
and was a active member of Group 14.

He is survived by his loving wife of
nearly 63 years, Patricia Buechel Pjon-
tek, and his three daughters, Gail (James)
Jarnigan, Wendy (Mike) Scatteregia, and
Amy (Jim) Frink.

Michael was the proud grandfather of
seven grandchildren, Joshua Schaff (Bai-
ley Campbell), Kassandra (Kevin) Lam-
bright, Jordan (Kaetlyn) Schaff, Hunter
(Heather) Adams, Jared (Kaitlyn) Schaff,
James Frink, and Alexandra Frink.

He was blessed to know and love his great-grandson, Kade
Lambright.

He is also survived by his brother John (Kathy) Pjontek, nu-
merous cherished nieces and nephews, and lifelong friends.

Michael was proud to have honored his country as a United
States Marine. He was laid to rest privately at the National Cem-
etery of the Alleghenies.

In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully requests your con-
sideration of memorials to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105-9959, www.stjude.org/
memorial

Michael’s legacy of love, faith, and family will live on in the
hearts of all who knew him.

NANCY STECKER HOECK
Our dear Group 4 Sister Olga “Dolly” has joined the Slovak
angels. She will forever be missed and in our hearts forever. Dol-
ly, her parents, and husband Wally started our Sokol journey that
is now five generations strong.

Olga “Dolly” Stecker (née Letko) of Germantown passed
away peacefully at her home on Monday, October 6, 2025, at the
age of 98, surrounded by her loving family. God called her home
after a long, full life marked by love, devotion, and grace.

Beloved mother of Nancy Hoeck and devoted and loving
grandma of her three sons Bradley (Lisa), Anthony, and Jeremy.
Supportive great-grandma, “Babicka”, of Bret (Tony’s son), Ri-
ana, Juliana, and Carissa (Brad and Lisa’s
daughters).

Cherished mom of Lori Stecker and

proud and loving grandma of her daugh-
ters, Cassandra and Alexandra.
Also survived by her sister-in-law, Marlea
Lenchek (née Stecker), nieces, nephew,
relatives in Slovakia, great-nieces and
nephews, and dear friends. Preceded in
death by her husband Walter “Wally” E.
Stecker, her parents, Paul and Julia Letko
(née Tichak), sister, Lydia, and many relatives and dear friends.

Dolly was born in Milwaukee on September 22, 1927. She
spoke Slovak fluently with her parents who emigrated from Slova-
kia. She attended St. Michael Catholic Grade School, where she

learned to speak English and later graduated from Washington
High School. Dolly attended business college and was a secre-
tary when she was first married. She was a homemaker when her
daughters were growing up, but started working again as a sec-
retary at Milwaukee Public Schools when her daughters were in
middle school.

Dolly married the love of her life, Wally, on April 15, 1950, at
St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church and were happily married for
55 amazing years. Dolly and Wally spent their life together cen-
tered on God, their church, and their children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

Dolly was a woman of remarkable talent and creativity. An ac-
complished seamstress, she lovingly sewed many of her daugh-
ters’ clothes, every dance recital costume, and homecoming and
prom dresses over the years. She was also proud to have sewn
the very first traditional attire for her daughters who danced for the
Tatra Slovak Dancers, sharing her heritage and craftsmanship with
the community. Her hands were rarely still and the garments she
made were stitched not just with thread, but with deep care and
devotion.

Dolly was very active in her church and community. As a

dedicated Girl Scout leader, Dolly loved all of her “girl scouts”.
Dolly belonged to Christian Mothers, was Home and School Vice-
President, and a member of the Wisconsin Slovak Historical So-
ciety. Her parents started the tradition of becoming lifetime mem-
bers of the Slovak Catholic Sokol Wreath 93, by enrolling Dolly,
and then Nancy and Lori at birth. Dolly and Wally continued the
tradition by enrolling their grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
which is proudly five generations strong in their family and ongo-
ing. Olga always held her Slovak heritage close to her heart and
kept it alive by carrying on many Slovak traditions with her family.
She loved to cook and passed on many traditional Slovak recipes
to her daughters.
Dolly loved to play cards and solve crossword puzzles. Her love
of playing cards carried on throughout her entire life. Dolly and
her life-long friends from grade school and high-school started
a card club that later included their husbands. The every other
week and then monthly gatherings were filled with fun and friend-
ship and became a beloved ritual that lasted for many years. The
husbands became good friends as well and the club had summer
picnics with their entire families and a “round robin” New Year’s
Eve celebration every year. The card playing continued with Dol-
ly’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren where many games of
cribbage and Uno were played and she typically won!

Dolly was a supportive cheerleader at her daughters’ and
grandchildren’s school and sporting events, including attending
every one of her daughters’ Sokol competitions known as “Slets.”
She treasured the time with her cherished grandchildren, Brad,
Tony, Jeremy, Cassi, and Lexi, on weekend sleepovers, weekday
suppers, family gatherings, and regular visits. Dolly was retired
when Lori’s daughters were born so, along with Wally, she pro-
vided full-time child care for Cassi and Lexi from their birth on,
which included driving them to and/or from Catholic grade school.
She thoroughly enjoyed creating countless memories at their “Up
North” cottage on Summit Lake each summer. This started when
her daughters were teenagers, continued with her grandchildren,
and the memories kept growing with her great-grandchildren all
the way through this past summer. Dolly’s sacrifice of time and
devotion to provide for and take care of her children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren will always be a cherished memory
of her entire family.

Our heartfelt thanks go to all her friends who kept in contact
with her over the years, to Angela Michor, APNP, who was Dolly’s
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primary physician for many years, the many physicians who reg-
ularly treated Dolly throughout the years, and all the healthcare
workers who treated her with love, care, patience, and respect.

With deep sadness and loving remembrance, we will miss
Dolly, but we take comfort in our faith that we will be reunited in
eternal happiness.

To our dear Mom, Grandma, Great-Grandma “Babicka”: You
have been the matriarch of our family, its strength and unceasing
love. We will love and miss you forever, but we will always carry
your love and memory in our hearts. Until we are all together
again - “Dovidenia!”

The Mass of Christian Burial was held at the Blessed Sav-
ior Catholic Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Interment followed at
the Holy Cross Cemetery, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

FR. JOACHIM PASTIRIK, OSB

Shortly after vespers on Sunday evening, October 19, 2025,
Fr. Joachim Pastirik, OSB passed into eternity at Regina Health
Center. He had been under hospice care since inoperable cancer
was found a month earlier. “Fr. Joe” as he was known by so many;,
spent his life bringing the joy of Christ to many lives.

Born in Lakewood, Ohio with his twin brother John on De-
cember 9, 1941, Joseph Pastirik is the son of John (deceased)
and Margaret (Bobovnick). He attended Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Elementary School and graduated from Benedictine High School
with his brother John in 1960. After two years of studies at St.
John’s University in Minnesota, he entered the
Benedictine Order at St. Andrew’s Abbey in
Cleveland and received the religious name of
‘Joachim’ after the saintly father of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

He completed his Bachelor’s degree in
classical languages from Borromeo Seminary-
College in 1965 and continued studies for
the priesthood at Blessed Sacrament and St.
Mary’s Seminary being awarded a Master of
Divinity degree in 1969 when he was ordained with his classmates
Fr. Dominic Mondzelewski, OSB and Fr. Timothy Buyansky, OSB
by Bishop William Cosgrove on June 7, 1969.

Fr. Joachim taught senior theology, technical drafting, studio
art, and art appreciation at Benedictine High School from 1969 to
2001. He earned a B.A. in art education from Baldwin-Wallace Col-
lege in 1976. His third floor art studio was one of the most popular
classrooms at BHS during those years with a relaxed atmosphere
and background music conducive to fostering creativity. The free-
flowing conversations in the art room also became a means for Fr.
Joachim to offer guidance and practical advice to students who
would hesitate to bring up some topics with their parents. He was
moderator of the Benedictine Parent-Booster Club, a position he
held for over 20 years.

Fr. Joachim forged many life-long friendships with former stu-
dents and encouraged a number of them into successful art-relat-
ed careers. He celebrated more weddings than most of his brother
monks and continued to minister to many of these families through
times of joy, challenge, and sorrow over the years.

It is hard to find a photo of Fr. Joachim without a smile be-
cause he enjoyed making others smile and laugh. He was famous
for giving out pictures of the “Smiling Jesus” and would liven up
Christmas parties at nursing homes or Booster Club meetings or
abbey gatherings in costume as Santa, Pope John Paul Il, or any
number of celebrities and personages.

Fr. Joachim’s command of the Slovak language was much
appreciated in his work with numerous Slovak-American frater-

nals and organizations. He was a member of the First Catholic
Slovak Union (Jednota), First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association
(Zenska Jednota), Slovak Catholic Federation, Slovak League of
America, Cleveland Slovak Radio Club, and served as chaplain
to Group 5 (Northern Ohio) Slovak Catholic Sokols and Cleve-
land Slovak Zemplin Club.

Together with his talented brother John, Fr. Joe has added
energy and fun to many fundraisers, dinners, anniversary par-
ties, and weddings with his rendition of a variety of dance styles
from polka and csardas to “electric slide” and line dancing. His
own musical talent contributed to the prayer life of the monastery
where he served as one of the abbey organists since the time he
was a seminarian.

In the monastery, Fr. Joachim has also served his confreres
generously in a variety of positions: Subprior (3rd superior) 1991-
1995 and Prior (2nd superior), 1995-1999. He served on the Se-
nior Council, was a member of the abbey evaluation committee
and served as a community barber for over four decades.

He offered weekend assistance at the following parishes
in the Diocese of Cleveland: St. Peter (Lorain) 1969-1972, St.
Charles (Parma) 1972-1975, Assumption Parish (Broadview
Heights) 1975-1991, St. Barbara (Cleveland) 1991-1994, Sts. Cyril
and Methodius (Lakewood)1994-2014.

Due to declining health, Fr. Joachim moved to Regina Health
Center in Richfield, Ohio, in December of 2014. He continued to
enliven fellow residents and staff by drawing, celebrating Mass, as-
sisting with the sacraments and visiting. As time went on, he lost
the use of his legs and was confined to a wheel chair. However, he
never lost that interest in others, continued to use his talents in the
various activities at Regina Center, and enjoyed the company of his
confreres, who visited him monthly as a community.

A month before his death, Fr. Joachim was diagnosed with
inoperable metastatic cancer. He decided to let things take their
course. He passed away peacefully on the evening of Sunday, Oc-
tober 19.

The community received the body in the abbey church at
2:30pm on Thursday, October 23, followed by a wake and Mass of
Resurrection at 7:00pm that evening. Burial was Friday morning,
October 24, in the monastic plot at Calvary Cemetery in Cleve-
land. Please remember our confrere, Fr. Joachim in the customary
Masses and prayers. May the Loving Lord, whom Fr. Joachim
served, and the many people touched by his service, smile and
good humor, welcome him into the heavenly realms.

Abbot Gary A. Hoover, OSB
and the Benedictine Community of St. Andrew Abbey
Cleveland, Ohio

SISTER SUSAN MARIE HAZENSKI, SS.C.M.
Sister Susan Marie Hazenski, SS.C.M. died on November 8,
2025 at Maria HaII in Danville, PA. Born in Pittston PA on Septem-
m ber 7, 1958, she was the daughter of Joseph
Hazenski and Grace Emma, of Pittston, PA.
8 She attended St John the Baptist Elementary
WE School in Pittston and graduated from St. John
the Evangelist High School in Pittston. Sister
studied at Lackawanna Junior College in Scran-
ton, PA, and received an Associate Degree in
Medical Secretarial Science, and worked for
several years as a medical secretary until she
entered the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius on November 1, 1985, and professed her final vows on July

(Continued on page 24)
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OBITUARIES

(Continued from page 23)

31,1993. She received a BA from Kings College in Wilkes Barre,
a Masters in Education from Marywood University PA, and a Mas-
ters in Theology from Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio
TX. Sister served as a teacher at St Simon School in Chicago and
St Columba School in Bloomsburg PA, and as principal at St. Jo-
seph School in Hazleton, PA and at St Joseph School in Columbia,
SC. Sister Susan then served on staff and then as manager of the
retreat center at the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio,
Texas. From 2007 —2019. In 2019 she came to Danville where she
served as Finance Office Assistant, Clerical Assistant for the Saint
Cyril Retreat Center, and baker.

Sister Susan Marie believed that her parents and her grand-
mother provided not only for her material needs but also taught
her important lessons that have guided her life. She believed that
she and her sister received the gift of faith and reliance on God
from the examples they witnessed in the lives of our parents and
grandmother. She recalled that hardly a day passed without her
grandmother saying, “God will take care of everything. Don’t wor-
ry.” Sister’s gift of faith prompted her to advocate for those often
overlooked including maintenance and cafeteria personnel, clerical
and nursing staff, students who didn’t stand out, and international
seminarians.

Sister Susan battled multiple cancers during her final years,
but she says of this time, “Despite all of my illnesses | continue to
remain joyful, hopeful, and have a terrific sense of humor; all of
which | believe has been instrumental in my survival.”

Sister is survived by her sister, Mary Grace Kabacinski of Wilkes-
Barre, a nephew, Adam, and 2 grandnieces and a grandnephew.
Funeral Services and a Mass of Christian Burial were held on
Thursday, November 13, 2025 at Maria Hall in Danville, followed
by burial in the Sisters’ cemetery.

Donations in memory of Sister Susan Marie can be made to
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Villa Sacred Heart, 1002
Railroad St., Danville, PA, 17821.

GLORIA ANN SCUGLIK

Gloria Ann Scuglik, age 94, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, November 27, 2025 surrounded by her family.

She was the daughter of the late Frank V. and Josephine L.
(Konz) Bobusch Sr., born on August 22,
1931 in Kenosha, WI. She attended St.
George’s grade school in Kenosha and
St. Catherine’s High School in Racine. On
September 30, 1950, Gloria was united in
marriage to Anthony “Tony” L. Scuglik Sr.
at St. Anthony’s of Padua Catholic Church.
_ Gloria was Chairman of the Board
— \ — | and Secretary for the Bobusch Furniture
= Company until retiring in 1991. She was
“"‘"'E- an active member of the Slovak Catholic
Sokol, Assembly 113, participating in the
Group 4 and National Track & Field events. She held the office of
Secretary for the Slovak Catholic Sokol Group 4 for 16 years until
retiring in 2011. She was also a member of St. Anthony’s Rosary
Society and sold Christmas Oplatky since 1994. She enjoyed
traveling, shopping, puzzle making, and spending time with her

children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

Gloria is survived by five of her children, Linda (Mel Jacobs)
Parsons, David (Christine) Scuglik, Frank (Vicki) Scuglik, Kim
(Vic) Scuglik-Majdan, Stephen (Peg) Scuglik, Jean (Johnny) Wis-
dom; twelve grandchildren, Aaron (Rachel), Jarrod (Eugenie),
Jason (Lily), Tiffany (Daniel), Taylor, Kari, Corey (Jess), Cody,
Emma (Sean), Gabriel (Trish), Krystle (Matthew), and Katie; and
fifteen great-grandchildren: Aida, Amara, Vera, Nathan, Ethan,
Hudson, Lily, Lonnie, Zelie, Eilis, Roisin, Audrey, James, Evelyn,
and Jameson.

In addition to her parents, Gloria was proceeded in death by
her husband, Tony L. Scuglik, Sr.; son, Anthony L. Scuglik, Jr.;
brother, Frank V. Bobusch; sister, Rose Marie Trokan; and son-
in-law, Pete Parsons.

In lieu of flowers, memorial remembrances to St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital https://www.stjude.org/ would be
appreciated.

The Mass of Christian Burial was held on December 4, 2025
at the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Kenosha, WI.

Life insurance is always a perfect gift for that special loved
one. It’s a gift that will last a lifetime. It cannot be lost, stolen, bro-
ken or squandered away. It is economical, worth something im-
mediately and appreciates in value over the years.

Of course it is a Slovak Catholic Sokol life insurance policy
or annulity plan. By providing your child, grandchild or other mem-
bers of your family and friends with a Sokol insurance policy, you
have a number of advantages which should be considered. It is
first and foremost a lifetime of insurance protection at a cost that
can never be replicated. It also creates a cash value account that
may be used for future college expenses or some other of life’s
emergencies. And, you will have also protected that loved one’s
insurability which means that no matter what happens to their
health in the future, they will always be insured under the policy
you purchased for them.

Another important fact about life insurance is that it is the cor-
nerstone of any financial plan. By purchasing a policy today when
rates are low, you will have started that special child or grandchild
off on the right road to financial success.

And in addition, the Slovak Catholic Sokol offers a number of
fraternal benefits. Our athletic and gymnastic programs empha-
size our belief in both physical and mental health, as well as our
commitment to our fraternal way of life. Each year, our organiza-
tion provides scholarship grants to our members. As a firm be-
liever in the Catholic school system, we provide grants to students
attending Catholic grade school and high school. We also offer a
generous number of college scholarships as well.

So why not purchase that life insurance policy or annuity plan
now so that the new year can start that loved one on the road to
financial success. Give a call to our Home Office at 1 800 886-
7656. We will provide you with all the rates and applications or
see your local Assembly or Wreath officers.

Sokol life insurance policy makes a wonderful birthday gift,
first Holy Communion, Confirmation or graduation gift as well.
Think about it and start that favorite loved one on the road to fi-
nancial success.
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ASSEMBLY/WREATH NAME

Assembly 9
Assembly 9
Assembly 10
Assembly 10
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 25
Assembly 34
Assembly 48
Assembly 59
Assembly 71
Assembly 78
Assembly 78
Assembly 79
Assembly 79
Assembly 108
Assembly 108
Assembly 167
Assembly 167
Assembly 180
Assembly 255
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Wreath 13
Wreath 15
Wreath 15
Wreath 14
Wreath 22
Wreath 34
Wreath 93
Wreath 93
Wreath 93
Wreath 93
Wreath 93
Wreath 111
Wreath 153
Wreath 155

Robert C. Grega of Stratford, CT
Joseph Maco of Milford, CT

William S. Lawrence of Masury, OH
Michael K. Andrews of Rio Vista, CA
James J. Gruber of Chicago, IL

Jason Gillen of Oak Lawn, OL

Dorothy Volk of Oak Forest, IL

Harry E. Johnston of Phoenix, AZ

Mor Vang of St. Paul, MN

Dale E. Cunningham of Doylestown, PA
Helen Romanowski of Walden, NY
Brian Kopack of Edwardsville, PA
Charles Husovsky of Bethlehem, PA
Mildred F. Petko of Bethlehem, PA
William Clinemyer of Lilly, PA

Jeffrey Paul Talko of Cresson, PA
Bernadette J. Demechko of PA
Richard J. Mrosko of Altoona, PA

Fred F. Stewart of Stow, OH

Jo Ann Jones of Surfside Beach, SC
Thomas A. Blackburn of Mineava, OH
Elizabeth Kosman of Northampton, PA
Robert Dvorsky of State College, PA
Joseph Stahon of Erie, PA

Martha Salvatore of Campbell, OH
John Halupka of Clifton, NJ

Florence Gazak of Philadelphia, PA
Mildred Ann Kulchock of Uniontown, PA
Dawn E. Hegyes of Perryopolis, PA
Nancy J. Davies of Dobois, PA

Joan J. Yanosick of Moon Twp. PA
Rev. Joachim Pastirik of St. Andrew Abbey
James George Preston of Brandon, WI
Yeng Thor Lao of Milwaukee, WI

Doris E. Brice of Green Bay, WI

Gloria A. Scuglik of Kenosha WI

Olga Stecker of Germantown, WI
Patricia Billick of Amherst, OH

Michael A. Miziker Il of Cleveland, OH
Ann Weinbel of Reading, PA
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AGE

75
73
80
85
84
49
96
79
58
88
97
68
95
91
64
58
91
74
84
85
74
94
82
95
86
80
90
94
52
86
92
83
96
86
93
94
98
79
53
66

S| IN MEMORIAM |

OCTOBER 2025 -NOVEMBER 2025

DATE OF DEATH

September 18, 2025
November 28, 2025
October 9, 2025
November 1, 2025
September 19, 2025
November 18, 2025
November 2, 2025
December 1, 2025
September 1, 2025
Spetember 16, 2025
September 9, 2025
September 6, 2025
October 1, 2025
December 5, 2025
October 19, 2025
October 21, 2025
October 8, 2025
November 21, 2025
November 11, 2025
November 14, 2025
September 5, 2025
November 13, 2025
August 31, 2025
November 12, 2025
November 12, 2025
November 13, 2025
April 15, 2025
August 25, 2025
October 23, 2025
October 14, 2025
October 7, 2025
October 19, 2025
August 14, 2025
September 24, 2025
November 5, 2025
November 27, 2025
October 6, 2025
September 18, 2025
August 23, 2024
October 16, 2025
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UPN ZVEREJNIL VYSETROVATELOV STB

Z KRAJSKYCH UTVAROV 1966 - 1971

Ustav pamati naroda (UPN) na svojej webovej stran-
ke zverejnil organizacnl a personalnu rekonstrukciu Gt-
varov vySetrovania Statnej bezpecénosti (StB) na Slov-
ensku v rokoch 1966 az 1971, ktora dopifia doteraz
zverejnenych vySetrovatelov StB

»Z0znam doplnilo 82 prislusnikov, ktori v rokoch
1966 az 1971 poésobili na slovenskych krajskych at-
varoch vyS$etrovania StB a na doteraz nezverejnenegj
Sprave vy$etrovania StB Ministerstva vnitra Sloven-
skej socialistickej republiky. Z nich 12 nebolo doteraz
zverejnenych na inych Gtvaroch StB,“ priblizil hovorca
UPN Michal Miklovi¢. Spolu s aktualne zverejnenymi
prislugnikmi Ustav paméti naroda od roku 2007 zverejnil
5301 prislusnikov utvarov StB na Slovensku.

Utvary vy$etrovania Statnej bezpecnostl vysetrovall
vybrané, predovSetkym politické trestné ciny, spolu-
pracovali najmd s kontrarozviedkovymi atvarmi StB.
Podielali sa tym na ochrane komunistického rezimu pred
tzv. vnatornym a vonkajsim nepriatelom. Celostatnu
Spravu vysetrovania StB so sidlom v Prahe doplnah ce-
loslovenske a krajské utvary vySetrovania StB a Gtvary
vySetrovania StB vo vojenskej kontrarozviedke.

FICO DOSTAL POZVANIE DO USA

Premiér SR Robert Fico informoval, Ze dostal poz-
vanie na navstevu Spojenych Statov americkych a stret-
nutie s prezidentom USA Donaldom Trumpom. Poz-
vanie mu dorucil Statny tajomnik ministerstva energetiky
USA James P. Danly.

,Je pre mria cfou, Ze mi osobitny posol amerického
prezidenta D. Trumpa odovzdal pisomné pozvanie na
navstevu USA a stretnutie s nim,“ uviedol premiér vo
svojom prispevku na socialnej sieti.

Podla Fica ma byt sucastou planovanej navstevy
aj podpora spoluprace v oblasti energetiky. ,Chceme
spolo¢ne podporit podpisanie medziviadnej dohody
medzi SR a USA o spolupréci v jadrovej energetike a
vymenit si nazory na najaktualnejSie svetové témy,*
napisal predseda vlady.

Premiér zaroven uviedol, ze Casovy ramec jeho
navstevy by mal byt spojeny s vyznamnymi udalostami
v Spojenych statoch. ,,Casovym ramcom mojej navstevy
budlu oslavy 250-teho vyrocia nezavislosti USA a ko-
nanie Majstrovstiev sveta vo futbale,” dodal.

Pozvanie od amerického prezidenta premiér vnima
ako potvrdenie smerovania slovenskej zahraniénej poli-
tiky. Podla jeho slov ,suverénna zahrani¢na politika ori-
entovana na vsetky Styri svetové strany prina$a svoje
vysledky“. Zaroven tvrdi, Zze Slovensko ma ,reSpekt,
dostava ponuky na investicie.

Robert Fico v tejto suvislosti pripomenul, ze sa v
tomto roku stretol s prezidentmi Ciny, Ruskej federa-
cie, Brazilie, Vietnamu, Juhoafrickej republiky, rokoval s
najvyznamnej$im hra¢om v EU s nemeckym spolkovym
kancelarom® a absolvoval desiatky inych délezitych bi-
lateralnych stretnuti®.

KYSLA KAPUSTA POSILNI VAS ORGANIZMUS

Kysla kapusta sa povazuje za velmi zdravu potravinu,
0 jej Uc€inkoch na naSe zdravie niet pochyb. Podobne je na
tom aj $fava z kyslej kapusty a rozhodne ma nasmu telu ¢o
ponuknut. Obsahuje dolezité vitaminy a mineraly, ako aj bak-
térie mlieCneho kvasenia, ktoré su prospesné pre travenie a
takisto pre zdravie Criev. Zjest iba kapustu a a $tavy sa zbavit
by preto bolo chybou.

Pri vyrobe kyslej kapusty nechame kvasit' bielu kapustu.
Ziviny obsiahnuté v bielej kapuste sa zachovaju a vynimoéné
latky si uchovava aj $tava z kyslej kapusty. T4 okrem iného
poskytuje cenny vitamin C, ktory podporuje imunitny systém a
takisto vitamin K, ktory je spojeny so zdravymi kostami. Ne-
treba opomenit kyselinu listovi a vitamin B12, ktoré hraju
ddlezita ulohu pri tvorbe krvi.

Specialny vyznam vSak maju baktérie mlie¢neho kvasenia,
ktoré Stava v znaCnej miere obsahuje a ktoré vznikaji pocas
fermentéacie. Vdaka tomu je $tava z kyslej kapusty prirodnym
probiotikom, ktoré podporuje €revnu fléru a tym aj zdravie Criev.
Ato naozaj vyrazne.

Kedze travenie a zdravie riev ide ruka v ruke s nasou
hmotnostou, $tava z kyslej kapusty je ndpomocna pri chudnuti.
Existuje aj Specialna diéta, pri ktorej sa Stava z kyslej kapusty
pije rano a kysla kapusta sa konzumuje na poludnie aj vecer.

Stava ma mierne laxativne Giinky a méze u niektorych ludi
spbsobovat zazivacie tfazkosti — hnacky, plynatost. Pit by sa
mala iba v malom mnozstve — nie viac ako jeden pohéar denne.

SALAT S KYSLEJ KAPUSTY

Y2 brokolice,1 nakrajana ¢ervena paprika, 2 hrnéek kyslej ka-
pusty, 2 struciky cesnaku, 2 lyZiCky nastruhaného Cerstvého
zazvoru, 2 lyzice olivového oleja, himalajska sol' podla potreby.

Brokolicu rozoberieme na malé ruzicky. Dame ju na 5
minGt varit do pary, popripade ju vioZime do vriacej vody na cca
3 mindty. Cervenu papriku nakrajame na drobné kocky. Kyslu
kapustu viozime do misy a premyjeme ju pod teclcou vodou,
aby nebola velmi slana. Potom ju nakrdjame na menSie kusky.
Brokolicu nechame vychladnGt a zmie$ame ju spolu s paprikou
a kyslou kapustou. Do misky si nastrihame Cerstvy zazvor,
pretlatime cesnak, pridame olivovy olej a spolu premieSame.
Takto pripraveny dressing vmieSame k zelenine.

NOVOROCNE TRADICIE A POVERY
Jedlo: Brav&ové (symbol hojnosti), SoSovica, hrach.
Hydina sa nejedla, aby $fastie neuletelo.

Praca: Na Novy rok sa nemalo prat, $if, vynasat
smeti (kvoli $fastiu) ani robit fazka pracu, aby sa Gnava
neprehnala celym rokom.

Vnltorné prostredie: Dom mal byf Cisty a bez ha-
dok, aby bol taky cely rok. Pouzivali sa zvonceky alebo
sol' na odohnanie zla.

Ohnostroj: Vznikol z tradicie vyhanania zlych duch-
ov (pbvodne bi¢om).

Pozitivna nalada: Vyhybanie sa platu a smutku,
aby sa nepremenili na cely rok.

Dobre premyslené rozhodnutia: Vyhnat sa una-
hlenym krokom, aby neovplyvnili cely rok.
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KU TIKHUMORU

Dvaja sestnastrocni sa bavia po silvestrovskej noci: ,,Ded-
ko mal pravdu, ked’ mi hovoril, Ze do toho erotického klubu
nemam chodit, Ze tam su veci, ktoré by som nemal vidiet.“
LProsim ta, ¢o si tam videl?*,Dedka“

Manzelia prave veselo zapijajt prichod nového roka, ked’

nahle manzZelka zosmutnie. ,,Co je?” pyta sa manzel. ,Ale,“
hovori manzelka ,prave som si uvedomila, Ze mam vsetky
Saty z minulého roku.*

» l1ak Co, ako si preZil posledného Silvestra, priatelu?”“ ,Ale...
najprv som nevedel, kam mam ist a teraz si nemézem
spomentit, kde som bol.“

Jano pozyva priatela na silvestrovsky vecierok a vysvetluje:
LDostanes sa k nam autobusom cislo 26, vystupis na pred-
poslednej zastavke a ja byvam hned’ naproti, v dome &islo
28. Zazvonis laktom pri branke a ako sa ozve bzuciak, strcis
do branky kolenom a uz si u mnia.“,,Prepana,“Zasne Fero, ,a
preco by som mal zvonit laktom a kolenom kopat do branky ?*
JPrepana,“ zhrozi sa Patrik, ,a to by si sa, ¢lovece, nehanbil
prist’ na silvestrovsky vecierok s prazdnymi rukami?*

Kapitan dal zavolat' vojakov a pyta sa:

“Chlapci maoji, potrebuju viaci peniaze?”
“Nepotrebuju!” zaznie odpoved..

“To je dobre, sokolici, lebo ja som prepil vas Zold...”

Colnik zastavi na hranici auto a povie vodicovi, aby vystupil.
Prehlada auto a najde vrecko s bielym praskom. Ochutna ho
a pyta sa vodica: “‘Heroin?”. Viodi¢: “Nie, jed na potkany.”

Na lavicke v parku sadi zaml/ovany parik. Nesmelo s k nim pri-
sadne muz a zacne hladit 2enu po ruke. “Co sr to dovolujete?”
opyla sa rozhorcéeny miadik. “Nehnevajte sa,” vravi nesmelo
muz, ktory si prisadol. “Chcem iba, aby mi manZelka dala
kltuce od bytu.

PRAJEME VAM STASNY A
POZEHNANY NOVY ROK!

KRATKEISERAVNEZOIS TOVENS KA

Slovéaci a Slovenky zo svojho Zivota vSak stravia v
zdravi len necelé tri Stvrtiny. Potom prichadzaju choro-
by, ktoré znizuju kvalitu Zivota a zvySuju finan¢né vydaje
jednotlivcov a ich rodin. Ako sa mbzu lepsie vyzbrojit do
tazsich ¢asov? Pomoct mézu zdravsi Zivot, prevencia
i zodpovedné finanéné spravanie. Az tretina Slovakov
nema ziadne uspory, tretina ma nasporenych max-
imalne 2 000 eur a len 8 % Slovadkov ma nasporenych
vySe 20-tisic eur Za uplynulé Stvrtstorocie sa priemerna
dizka Zivota Slovéakov zvysila o pat rokov. Pre porov-
nanie, kym prlemer EU bol vlani 81,7 roka, pri¢om muzi
sa dozivali 79 a zeny 84 rokov, na Slovensku to bolo
78,1 roka (muzi 74,9 roka a zeny 81,5 roka). Najdlhsie
Ziju Taliani, Svédi a Spanieli (84 rokov), najkratSie Bul-
hari, Rumuni a LotySi (menej ako 77 rokov), ukazuju
Udaje Eurostatu. Naj¢astejSou pri¢inou umrtia Slovakov
zostavaju dlhodobo kardiovaskularne ochorenia nasle-
dovaneé rakovinou. Spolu tvoria az 70 percent dévodov
skonu. Statistika ochoreni ma rovnak( prv( priedku, no
na druhé miesto sa dostali duSevné ochorenia nasledo-
vané cukrovkou.

V spolo¢nosti ZVS holding v Dubnici nad Vahom spustili
do prevadzky novu vyrobnu linku na velkokalibrovu de-
lostrelecku municiu. Ide o najmodernejSie zariadenie
svojho druhu v Eurbpe a vyrazne prispeje k zvySeniu
vyrobnej kapacity v Dubnici nad Vahom na asi 280-ti-
sic kusov 155-milimetrovych delostreleckych nabojov
ro¢ne.

Americka zbrojarska spolo¢nost Lockheed Martin
oznamila, ze dokoncila vyrobu vSetkych stihaciek typu
F-16 Block 70 pre Slovensko. Kontrakt na 14 stihaciek
F-16 C/D Block 70 americkej vyroby uzavrelo Sloven-
sko koncom roka 2018 s cielom zmodernizovat svoje
vzdusné sily a nahradit vtedy nepouZivané stihacky
MiG-29, ktoré boli spolu so systémami protivzdusne;j
obrany medzi€asom odovzdané ako pomoc Ukrajine
napadnutej Ruskom.

Dodanie americkych stihacich lietadiel na Sloven-
sko sa oneskorilo pre pandémiu ochorenia COVID-19.
Slovenské vzdusné sily maju k dispozicii zatial' sedem
z objednanych strojov, prvé z nich prileteli na vojenské
letisko v Kuchyni pri Malackach v lete minulého roka.
Zvy$né maju byt dodané postupne do roku 2027.

Kompletné letky lietadiel F-16 Block 70 umoznia
Slovensku zabezpedit svoju protivzdusni obranu a
podporovat hliadkovanie NATO prostrednictvom mod-
ernych, plne interoperabilnych stihacich lietadiel. Tieto
lietadla sa priamo pripdjaju k systtmom NATO a maju
podporu misii, ktoré uz teraz vykonavaju prevadzko-
vatelia lietadiel F-16 v celej Eurépe. — TASR
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Slovak Catholic Sokol

205 Madison St., P.O. Box 899, Passaic, NJ *+ USA - 07055

Our Ever-Popular, 304-Page
Sokol Cook Book

is Now in its Fourth Edition
Just $15.50 which includes postage and handling
Sokol Assemblies and Wreaths can order a case of
12 cook books for just $170.00
Place your order today!
Make check or money order payable to:
Slovak Catholic Sokol
P.O. Box 899 — 205 Madison Street

Passaic, N.J. 07055
(Canadian orders kindly add an additional $15.00 for postage)
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SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Have you found yourself looking for a way to memo-
rialize a lost loved one or fellow Group/Wreath/As-
sembly member? Why not make a donation in their
honor to the newly developed Memorial Scholarship
fund? Your donation will as-
sure that an annual scholarship
be given out to a college age
student who best exemplifies
the meaning of fraternalism
and volunteerism. Here’s how it
works: Send a check or money
order to the Memorial Scholarship Fund clearly indi-
cating the name to be memorialized. You can find a
donation form on line at
http://slovakcatholicsokol.org/
members/memorialfrmframe.htm

or simply send your donation to: Michael J. Horvath,
SCS Museum Treasurer, 185 Lawrence St, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18702. Your bequest will be recognized in
the Falcon as well as permanently added to the Me-
morial Scholarship Donation Log which will be kept at
the Sokol Museum. Depending on the amount of funds
collected, we will be able to award at least two $1,000
scholarships annually. The hope is that the donated
funds will begin a self-perpetuating interest bearing
scholarship account.

Have you recently lost a loved one? You might
consider earmarking donations to this fund in their
memory.

Follow Us On twitTer
* Upload the Twitter app on your phone or go to www.twitter.com
* Click “Sign up for Twitter.”
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...
* Choose your username. ...
* Click “Create my account.”
* Search physicalfitnessboard and click follow

INSTAGRAM
* Upload the Instagram app on your phone or go to
www.instagram.com
* Click “Sign up” and enter your e-mail
* Create a username and password
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...
* Click “Create my account”
* Search physicalfitnessboard and click follow




