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MESSAGE FROM OUR SUPREME PRESIDENT
LARRY M. GLUGOSH

It is hard to believe it is already
May. We hope all of our Slovak Catho-
lic Sokol members and officers en-
joyed the Easter long weekend. It is a
special time of the
year to spend with
family and friends.
It is also a wonder-
ful time of reflection
and prayer to God,
as we count our
many blessings and
give thanks for all
that we enjoy. In our
home, we paid trib-
ute to all the beautiful souls that have
influenced our lives and enabled our
personal growth but now are watching
us from Heaven.

My best wishes to all the new
parents and grandparents who cel-
ebrated their new arrivals this year. As
| have mentioned, | encourage you to
obtain a life and/or annuity policy from
our society for your new family mem-
ber. The premiums are the lowest at
birth but the benefits flow and continue
for many years, especially when they
are in high school and college. As a
member you would have the oppor-
tunity to receive an SCS scholarship
and also participate in a variety of fra-
ternal programs and events.

As some of you are aware, many
of our fellow fraternal benefit societies
have cancelled some of their fraternal
programs due to a lack of participa-
tion and/or financial concerns. At our
Q1 Board of Directors meeting a few
weeks ago, we recommended and
endorsed our entire program for 2026
including our bowling tournament in
Pittsburgh PA this month, our Heri-
tage family fraternal event in Erie PA
in July and our golf tournament in the
Pocono region of PA in August. All of
our events require your support and
participation. As well, we are looking
for donations from the various groups,
assemblies and wreaths to help offset
some of the cost of our Heritage event.
If you would like to donation and re-
quire a donation form, kindly con-

tact the home office, or our Supreme
Physical Director, Dusan Dorich or our
Supreme Physical Directress, Katie
Swift.

In addition to funding our frater-
nal programs, our Board of Directors
approved our 2026 operating budget.
Our financial performance in 2025
was largely impacted by our decision
and advice from our financial advisors
to take some losses on our books by
shedding some low performing bonds
and equities. The plan is to reinvest
into better bonds that will generate a
higher yield for our society. The short-
term negative impact will be offset by
some longer-term gains and improve-
ments in our overall yield. This will
enable us to lower our portfolio risk
and cover our operational cost, while
still offering a competitive annuity rate
for new and existing policies. In ad-
dition, the board heard that we had
once again reduced our discretion-
ary spending from our direct actions
and changes to how we operate and
conduct business. The board and our
Supreme Secretary Scott T. Pogorelec
are in agreement that moving forward
our focus and key objectives will be
to maximize our income, continue to
reduce operation expenses, optimize
our fraternal spending and create
some new IT solutions to help with
processing payments, registration of
our events and communication to our
membership.

Last week, we hosted our 2025
Fraternalist of the Year award ceremo-
ny. This year’s recipient is Arlene Most
from Wreath 22, Pittsburgh PA. Sister
Arlene is a very deserving winner of
our annual award, given her years of
charitable work and dedication to her
local community, as well as her years
of sacrifice and support at a national
level. Sister Arlene received her award
in celebration with her family and
friends at a special luncheon on April
25th. Thank you Sister Arlene for your
commitment, faith and devotion to our
fraternal way of life.

On May 2™ we will once again

(Continued on page 5)
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPREME SECRETARY

Ia)

SCOTT T. POGORELEG, F.l.C.
MAY FLOWERS

Greetings from the Home Office!
The weather is still playing some tricks
on us as we have had a couple ninety
degree days and a
handful of forty de-
gree days in a short
timeframe. Hopefully,
we will be experienc-
ing some normalcy,
and warmer temper-
atures will be here
to stay. The month

A of May truly kicks off
our fraternal schedule and is filled with
important dates to remember.

| hope that many of our members
will take the time to celebrate Join
Hands Day on Saturday, May 2™. It is
a National Day of Volunteering spon-
sored by America’s fraternal benefit so-
cieties. It is a day of community service
that specifically targets and develops
relationships between young people
and adults through neighborhood volun-
teering. Many communities across the
world use this day as a building block
to start the communication process be-
tween the young and old. The Slovak
Catholic Sokol has always been a shin-
ing example of this special day. Since its
inception, Join Hands Day has enjoyed
the support and participation of many of
our members. | urge our local Assembly
and Wreath leaders to schedule a com-
munity service event and let the rest of
our membership know about it through
our Falcon and our social media plat-
forms. For the past 121 years, our orga-
nization has encouraged our members
to get involved in their communities be-
cause it is essential to our identity. This
is what a Sokol does!

On the following weekend, we cel-
ebrate an especially important day. |
am speaking, of course, of Mother’s
Day, which will be celebrated on Sun-
day, May 10™. Anna Jarvis is recognized
as the Founder of Mother’s Day in the
United States. She developed the inspi-
ration of celebrating Mother’s Day from
her own mother, Mrs. Anna Marie Jarvis.
As an activist and social worker, the el-
der Mrs. Jarvis used to express her de-
sire to honor all mothers and pay them

tribute. Following her mother’s death,
Anna wrote letters to people in positions
of power lobbying for the official declara-
tion of Mother’s Day. All that hard work
paid off as President Woodrow Wilson
signed a joint resolution on May 8, 1914,
designating the second Sunday in May
as Mother’s Day.

Happy Mother’s Day to every mem-
ber who is blessed to be called Mother;
from Great Grand Mothers (Prabab-
icka), Grand Mother (Babicka), Mother
(Matka), God Mother (Boze Matka), or
any other title given to a special woman.
May your Mother’s Day be filled with
happiness and love, and you enjoy your
day, since your endless love and caring
cannot be truly measured but know it is
appreciated by all who benefit from it.
And | would especially like to wish my
mother, Annie, my wife, Maggie, and my
sister, Jennifer, a very Happy Mother’s
Day! We love you!

| hope that all our Sokol bowlers
have a wonderful time at our 79th Inter-
national Bowling Tournament in Wash-
ington, PA on May 15th and 16th. Enjoy
the spirted fraternalism!

| was honored last weekend to at-
tend the celebration of our 2025 Frater-
nalist of the Year, Arlene Most, in Pitts-
burgh, PA. A wonderful time was had
by all as we celebrated an incredibly
special individual in our Society. Con-
gratulations again, Sister Arlene!

| encourage all our members to
reach out to our Supreme Physical Di-
rectress, Katie Swift, or our Supreme
Physical Director, Dusan Dorich, if they
have any questions regarding the Heri-
tage Slet scheduled for July 16th-19th
at Peek N’ Peak Resort in Clymer, NY.
Packets were sent to our Group, As-
sembly, and Wreath leaders and we
hope that information is shared with all
our members. Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are also available for you to be part
of this fraternal weekend even if you
cannot attend. We appreciate your sup-
port!

Until next time, God Bless and good
health to all!

Stay safe, stay strong,
and STAY POSITIVE!
Zdar Boh!
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MAY 15-16, 2026
79™ ANNUAL SLOVAK CATHOLIC
SOKOL INTERNATIONAL BOWL-
ING TOURNAMENT will be held at
the Hollywood Casino at the Mead-
ows in Washington, PA.

JULY 16-19, 2026
HERITAGE SLET at Peek’n Peak
Resort in Clymer, NY.

AUGUST 7 -9, 2025
INTERNATIONAL GOLF TOURNA-
MENT, East Stroudsburg, PA (Po-
conos) at Pocono Golf Club/Pocono
Hills Golf.

“SAVE THE DATE”

ST. MARTIN’S DAY
CELEBRATION”
Sunday November 15, 2026
at 10:00 a.m.

Mass and Brunch
Slovak Catholic Sokol Group 2
Stratford, CT

SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON
PUBLICATION DATE

The next issue of the SLOVAK
CATHOLIC FALCON will be that
of JULY 1, 2026. DEADLINE for
all photos and information for this

issue will be JUNE 22, 2026.

The next SLOVAK CATHOLIC
SOKOL NEWSLETTER will be
posted on our website on MAY
15, 2026.
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Thoughts from our Supreme Chaplain,
Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic

MONTHS OF MAY AND
JUNE TRADITIONS

May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Throughout the
Church, Catholics express special devotion to her
during this month. One of the
most common parish traditions
is the May Crowning, where a
statue of Mary is crowned with
flowers to honor her as Queen of
Heaven.

Mary, Mother of Jesus
serves as the perfect model of
motherhood —faithful, loving,
and devoted to God’s will. By
honoring Mary, the Church also honors all moth-
ers who nurture life, guide their children in faith,
and reflect God’s love within the family.

Ways to honor mothers during May:

- Pray the Rosary for living and deceased
mothers.
. Offer Mass intentions for mothers, both liv-

ing and deceased.

This month reminds us that motherhood is a
sacred vocation—one that mirrors Mary’s loving
care and sacrifice.

June is dedicated in the Church to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, a devotion centered on Christ’s
deep and compassionate love for humanity.

Sacred Heart of Jesus reveals Christ as the
loving heart of the Father, a model of self-giving
love and protection. This theme naturally con-
nects to the vocation of fatherhood—men called
to lead their families with faith, courage, and sac-
rifice.

Another powerful model of fatherhood in the
Church is Saint Joseph, the earthly father and
protector of Jesus.

Ways to honor fathers during June:

- Pray the rosary for living and deceased fa-
thers.
. Offer Mass intentions for fathers, living

and deceased.

ASSEMBLY 11 PRESIDENT J. SELIGA
INSTALLED AS HONORARY CONSUL
OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC IN CHICAGO

Joseph Seliga, President of Assembly 11, our first
Assembly in Chicago, IL and oldest Assembly in the Mid-
west, was installed as Honorary Consul of the Slovak
Republic in Chicago on January 29, 2026 in a ceremony
held in Chicago, lllinois. Brother Joe is the son of our
well-known Chicago Sokol, the late Joseph A. Seliga,
who was the long-time Financial Secretary of Assembly
11 and was our 2001 Fraternalist of the Year.

Joe was installed as Honorary Consul by Andrej
Droba, Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the Unit-
ed States of America. Over 175 individuals attended
the installation, including Consul General of the Slovak
Republic in New York Beatrice Szabbova, ten other
Honorary Consuls of the Slovak Republic from across
the United States, members of the Slovak Embassy del-
egation in Washington, DC, members of the Chicago
Consular Corps from multiple countries, leaders of the
Slovak community in Chicago, and leaders of the civic,
business, and cultural communities in Chicago.

In his remarks, Joe spoke about his Slovak roots,
including his father’s involvement in the Slovak Catholic
Sokol. Joe said he was inspired to assist members of
the Slovak community in Chicago by his father’s own
service to our Sokol brothers and sisters, stating “In
his many years as Financial Secretary of Assembly 11
of the Slovak Catholic Sokol, | vividly recall my father
meeting with members of the Slovak community in our
house or on the phone, usually speaking in Slovak, to
discuss claims on their fraternal insurance policies.”

We wish Brother Joe great success as Honorary
Consul of the Slovak Republic in Chicago. Zdar Boh!

T

Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic in Chicago Joseph
Seliga being presented with his official appointment by Am-
bassador of the Slovak Republic to the United States An-
drej Droba and Consul General of the Slovak Republic in
New York Beatrice Szabbova.

—4 -
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Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic in Chicago
Joseph Seliga with fellow officers and members of As-
sembly 11, including Therese Buc (Assembly 11 Financial
Secretary), Brother Joe’s wife, Vanessa Vergara (Assembly
11 Auditor), Joseph Buc (Assembly 11 Auditor), and Brother
Joe’s daughter, Evelyn Maria Seliga.

Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic in Chicago Jo-
seph Seliga with his predecessor Rosemary Macko Wis-
nosky, who served in the position for over 14 years, and
who was recognized by the Slovak government for her
dedicated service at the Installation ceremony.

MESSAGE FROM OUR
SUPREME PRESIDENT

(Continued from page 2)

take part in a national program called Join Hands Day. It is
when all the fraternal benefit societies across North American
actively focus on the needs within their local communities.
Some will conduct clothes and/or food drives, while others
might make meals for those less fortunate or dedicate time in
a soup kitchen or food bank. Whatever your group, assembly
or wreath decides to do on this special day, we wish you the
best and know your efforts are fulfilling our mission as a frater-
nal benefit society and perhaps more importantly, your kind-
ness, love and compassion is making a difference to someone
in need.

Later this month, we will honour the special women in our
lives on Mother’s Day. It is a truly a wonderful day to honor the
women in our families for all of their sacrifice, devotion and
most importantly their unconditional love. Whether the day is
spent with our mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, sisters,
aunts or wives, it is important we let them know how much
we love them and appreciate all the wonderful things they do
each day. With this said, a very happy Mother’s Day to my wife
Susanna, my mother-in-law Liisa and my mom in Heaven. We
miss you every day but never forgotten.

Also, this month, our Supreme Vice President Andrea
Tadlock will once again chair our annual scholarship meeting
with members of our Board of Directors. We received 57 appli-
cations this year for our college, high school and grade school
scholarships and we will do our best to select our 2026 recipi-
ents based on their financial need, fraternal involvement and
academic merit. As in the past, we will post the award winners
in our next publication.

Later this month we hope you also take the time to pay
tribute to our many veterans as part of the Memorial Day long
weekend or as they call it is Canada, Victoria Day. We should
all take some quality time to reflect and appreciate our armed
forces. It is important that we remember and recognize those
individuals in our local communities, which have served to pro-
tect and uphold our democracy and way of life. We are grateful
for our good fortune and blessings, as a result of the sacrifice
and dedication of our veterans. | hope your weekend celebra-
tions will be peaceful and reflective.

| hope to see many of you at our 2026 International Bowl-
ing tournament at the Meadows Casino in Washington PA. |
know our Supreme Director of Sports and Athletics Kathleen
Watkins is working closely with the other fraternal societies
and members to ensure we have a successful tournament.
Bowling has always been a fun and spirted event for our mem-
bers and with over 140 bowlers registered for the tournament,
we hope this year will be another great event, as we continue
to co-host the tournament with the officers and members from
the Greek Catholic Union (GCU) and the National Slovak So-
ciety (NSS). We have enjoyed working with the other societies
over the years and the feedback continues to be positive.

In closing, | would like to wish all the special women in my
life a happy Mother’s Day. Thank you for everything you have
done over the years to enrich our family and bring love, kind-
ness, peace and laugher to our lives.

May God bless all of you!

—-5—
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“Sokol Forward Spotlight”

Y Group 5-Assembly 180%

¥ Group 5 -Assembly 180 - Canton, OH
o Hammer and Nails
o Matthew 8:20 Food and Clothing Ministry
o Refuge of Hope

”

“Give your hands to serve, and your hearts to love.
— Mother Teresa
Assembly 180 continues to demonstrate unwaver-
ing dedication to serving their community with heartfelt
compassion. Each month, they undertake meaningful
service projects, supporting local charities and embody-
ing kindness and hope. In the first three months of 2026,
they partnered with organizations like Hammer and Nail,
Matthew 8:20 Food and Clothing Ministry, and Refuge
of Hope, fostering positive change in their community.
. Hammer and Nail uplifts disadvantaged home-
owners who are elderly, single parents, or those fac-
ing mental, physical, or financial challenges by helping
with home repairs and property improvements. Their
mission, “Fixing Homes, Changing Lives,” reflects their
deep commitment to transforming lives through acts of
service.
Activity: Collected 4 boxes of requested supplies along
with $155.

. Matthew 8:20 Food and Clothing Ministry - pro-
vides essential clothing, hygiene items, warm meals,
and takeaway bags to those in need across Canton
and Alliance. Their open-hearted hospitality exemplifies
compassion, kindness, and mercy in action.

Activity: Made 6 fleece-tied blankets for them to dis-
tribute. 1 large size, 2 medium, and 3 children’s sizes

. Refuge of Hope - offers a sanctuary of hope for
Stark County residents facing homelessness, poverty,
and despair. By providing meals, shelter, clothing, and
healthcare, they embody God’s love through tangible
acts of care and support.
Activity: Collection of clothing, household items, &
small appliances for their shelter and clothing store.
This year collected 6 boxes of new clothing, 2 boxes
and 1 bag of used clothing, 2 boxes of toiletries, 2 pairs
of boots, 2 boxes of toys/games, 10 bottles of laundry
detergent, a toaster, and a monetary donation of $20.
Assembly 180’s acts of kindness, such as collecting
supplies, making blankets, and donating clothing and

(Continued on page 16)
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*** SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL ** HERITAGE SLET 2026 ***

The Slovak Catholic Sokol has long celebrated a vibrant
legacy of fraternalism, athletics, and faith. In 2025, we were
proud to organize and host the newly established Heritage
Slet at Peek’n Peak Resort. This event marked an important
step forward for our organization, and the members of the
Supreme Physical Fithess Board (SPFB) are committed to
keeping this premier event strong and thriving for many years
to come.

As the SCS embraces the future, the SPFB recognizes
that times have changed—and that we must change with
them. What was once an event focused primarily on youth
has evolved into a celebration for the entire Sokol family. We
have cultivated a more family-centered athletic program that
emphasizes participation, faith, heritage, and community.

We are excited to announce that the 2nd International
Heritage Slet will take place July 16—19, 2026 at Peak N’Peek
Resort in Clymer, New York. This Heritage Slet will place
an even greater emphasis on our shared heritage, Catholic
faith, and family involvement. Christmas in July will be our
theme,so get ready to Christmas Carol and share in all the
festivities. Events included for members will be Opening and

*** Slovak Catholic Sokol ** Heritage Slet 2026 ***
Please fill out one form for each participant.

Name:

Age: Group:

Policy Number:

Email:

**Must be a policy holder to join in events

**If you plan on golfing, you will need to book your tee time and pay on
your own.
$72 per player on Thursday with golf cart

$114 per player on Friday and Saturday with golf cart

***If you are golfing and need us to take your children to the
activities, please check here __

You can register via the QR Code, forms can be emailed to
katieannswift@gmail.com or mailed to:

Katie Swift 211 Curtis Court, Coraopolis, PA 15108

Closing Ceremonies, Mass, Drill Exhibition, Volleyball Tourna-
ment, Miniature Golf Tournament, Cornhole Tournament, High
Ropes Adventure Course,Paintball, Walks, Catholic Faith
event, Slovak Heritage Craft, Bingo, evening firepit socials,
opening and closing activity and more. Golf rates are avail-
able.

Registration for the Heritage Slet is open from March
1-June 1,2026. To register please email the registration forms,
mail the forms, or fill out the attached QR code. This will allow
enough time for the SPFB to meet and finalize all plans.
Rooms are booked directly through Peek N Peak Resort by
calling or via the website. Please make sure you are booking
under the Slovak Catholic Sokol group rate.

We are looking forward to spending time with our Sokol
family. If you have any questions, concerns or just want to
chat about this phenomenal event, please reach out to me
directly or any of the members of the Supreme Physical Fit-

ness Board.

Zdar Boh!!
Katie Swift
Supreme Directresss

THURSDAY
‘times may change
6:00 PM Mass and Opening Ceremonies
7:00 PM Family Fun Activity
TBD Golf Scramble Tournament Dependent
on interest
FRIDAY
9:00 AM Morning Worship Activity
10:00 AM Volleyball (13 and Over) Please __With
note if your group is bringing a Team
team or if you want to be added. __Please
To be added you must have Add me
experience.
10:00 Mini Golf for Seniors and Juniors
Paintball (must be 12)
Slovak Craft Competition
6:15 PM Dinner
7:30 PM Cornhole Competition
Saturday
9:00-9:30 Morning Worship Activity
9:30 AM-12 PM High Ropes Course
e Must be at least 5 years of
age or min 50 pounds
e Cannot exceed 250lbs
9:30-11:00 Bingo
11:00- 12 Slovak Heritage
5:30 PM Mass and Closing Ceremonies
6:30 Dinner

-7 -
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REPORTS OF THE SUPREME OFFICERS FOR 20286

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
Vyro¢na sprava predstavenstvu

In accordance with Section 4.2, Article (j) on page 22 of
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Slovak Catholic Sokoal, |
am pleased to submit my annual report for the year 2025 to
the Supreme Board of Directors. | have diligently strived to
fulfill the duties and responsibilities outlined in the Bylaws.
Board of Directors Meetings

| have attended the quarterly Board of Directors meet-
ings. Once again, it has been a rewarding experience col-
laborating with my fellow Board members as we collectively
strive to guide the Slovak Catholic Sokol (S.C.S.) into a
promising future.

S.C.S. Scholarship

The Scholarship Committee convened via email and
a virtual meeting on May 7, 2025, to select the recipients
of the 2025-2026 Collegiate, Catholic High School, and
Catholic Grade School scholarship programs. The commit-
tee comprised the following members: Larry M. Glugosh,
Supreme President; Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C., Supreme
Secretary; Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, Supreme Chaplain;
and Kathy Swift, Supreme Director of Sports and Athletics.

The Scholarship Committee awarded nineteen Slo-
vak Catholic Sokol Grants, two Krista L. Glugosh Memo-
rial Grants, two Theodore and Mary Jane Rich Memorial
Grants, two Emil Slavik Memorial Grants, one Doctors Les-
ko Medical Memorial Grant, one Yencha Family Grant, one
John J. Yanosick Memorial Grant, and four Museum Memo-
rial Grants. Furthermore, seven Slovak Catholic Sokol Ab-
bot Jerome M. Koval, O.S.B. Memorial High School Grants,
and ten Slovak Catholic Sokol Grade School Grants were
also awarded to deserving recipients. Congratulations to
the 2025-2026 grant winners.

The Board of Directors was pleased to introduce sev-
eral changes to the 2026-2027 scholarship program. The
Slovak Catholic Sokol Grants now include trade school
students and high school seniors who have earned 12 or
more college credits. The Glugosh family increased the
award amount for the Krista L. Glugosh Memorial Scholar-
ship, and the Board of Directors approved an increase to
the Slovak Catholic Memorial Scholarship. Our hope is that
these changes provide more members with the opportunity
to achieve their education and career goals.

Kids’ Corner

| have continued publishing the Kids’ Corner in the Fal-
con Newspaper and continue to encourage members un-
der 16 to win an Amazon gift card by submitting completed
puzzles. A new winner is randomly selected after each Fal-
con publication.

The summer reading program has been maintained to
promote literacy among our young members, with new priz-
es to reward participants for their dedication. | am actively
seeking additional opportunities for our youth to learn more
about our Slovak culture and to enhance the Kids’ Corner to

increase engagement among our S.C.S. youth.
Fraternal Activities

| support the Supreme Physical Fithess Board (SPFB)
by maintaining the Slovak Catholic Sokol Mobile Applica-
tion as well as leveraging various technologies to improve
the engagement with the membership.

To continue to support our communities, | partner with
the SPFB to designate a sponsored charity for each sport-
ing event, encouraging participants to contribute. During
the Bowling Tournament, participants generously donated
$750 to the Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans House in Wash-
ington, PA, while the Golf Tournament raised $550 for
Mercer County Food Bank. | would also like to extend my
gratitude to Kathy Watkins, Group 14, Group 1, Group 7,
Assembly 59, and Wreath 155 for their efforts in creating the
exceptional gift baskets that contributed to the success of
these charitable initiatives. Thank you to all the participants
for making a positive impact on these important causes.

The 2025 Join Hands Day movement was inspira-
tional. Thank you to Groups 3, 7, and 16 for sharing your
Join Hands Day activity and providing motivation to help
our communities.

The continuation of the “Sokol Forward” program, high-
lighting our members’ volunteer work and charitable dona-
tions in their communities, remains inspiring. Each Falcon
Publication features members’ charitable events and vol-
unteer efforts. Selected members, assemblies, wreaths,
or groups are recognized for their charitable initiatives and
receive a $50 donation to their supported charity. These
spotlight recipients have the opportunity to achieve a $150
contribution toward their charity by being named the “Sokol
Forward Spotlight of the Year.” | thank Groups 3, 12, 14, 16,
and 17 for their participation, as their community support
brings joy and hope. Congratulations to Group 3/Assem-
bly 28 and Group 12 for winning the 2025 “Sokol Forward
Spotlight Leader,” which honors their core values of hope,
resilience, and compassion and showcases their “Sokol
Spirit.” | encourage all members to engage in this initiative
to help promote our commitment to our community.

| enjoyed participating in the Bowling Tournament in
May and the Heritage Slet at Peek n’ Peak in June. | ap-
preciate the SPFB for developing a program that encour-
ages interaction between our youth and senior members.
This event not only builds camaraderie but also highlights
our “Sokol Family.” Additionally, | was pleased to assist the
SPFB during the Golf Tournament in August. | sincerely
thank the SPFB for their excellent work in organizing our
sports activities for the S.C.S. members.

As a Board member, | was honored to attend the post-
humous Fraternalist of the Year award ceremony for Martin
(Marty) Degan in March. Marty and | grew up together in the
Slovak Catholic Sokol and it was a privilege to participate in
SCS programs with him and serve alongside him in various
roles within the organization. He will be deeply missed, and

-8-—



SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, MAY 1, 2026

| am thankful to the Degnan family for sharing him with us.
Conclusion
| wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the entire Board
of Directors for their unwavering commitment and service
to the Slovak Catholic Sokol. Your wisdom, compassion,
and steadfast devotion to our organization’s mission shine
through in all that you do, and | am truly inspired by your
collective efforts. | am also deeply grateful for the steadfast
support of my family—my mother, whose embodiment of
Slovak Catholic Sokol values continues to guide me, and
my daughters, whose encouragement fuels my passion
for this beloved community. To every member, thank you
for your continued trust and engagement; it is an honor to
serve you as we uphold the traditions and spirit of our orga-
nization together. May the Lord bless you and your families
with abundant love and good health. Zdar Boh!

Kindly and respectfully submitted,

Andrea M. Tadlock

Supreme Vice-President

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

In accordance with the provisions of Section 4.11 of
the Constitution and By Laws of the Slovak Catholic Sokol,
the undersigned submits this report to the quarterly meeting
of the Board of Directors to detail the activities of the Gen-
eral Counsel during calendar year 2025.

This year, 2025, presented many challenges to our
organization. We are presently positioned in an uncertain
economy because of the recent implementation of tariffs
and the political shake up at the Federal Reserve with the
current Fed Chairman under investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice. In addition, there is a realistic likelihood that
current Fed Chair Jerome Powell will not be reappointed
when his term expires in the Spring of 2026. Therefore,
there are many risks in the investment environment and the
stock market is in a constant state of reaction to economic
data, creating unease and volatility.

As part of my duties as General Counsel, | continue to
render legal opinions to our Supreme President, Supreme
Secretary, and other Supreme officers upon their requests
concerning the day to day operations of our home office
and interpretations of the Bylaws. | continue to review State
and Federal legislation in order to determine the impact,
if any, such legislation will have on our organization. For
example, some states have attempted to enact provisions
which require the imposition of taxes on premium income.
Fortunately, all efforts to pass such legislation have been
defeated. If such a tax is ever passed, it will certainly be
detrimental to the fraternal benefit system. We continue
to comply with the provisions of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley
Act which provides for privacy of financial information; the
Sarbanes Oxley Act which provides for financial reporting
and accountability; and the Patriot Act which prohibits anti-
money laundering by terrorists. No action was taken on the
issue of the tax exempt status of fraternal benefit societies
during the past year; however, bear in mind, that there is al-
ways a threat that some action may be taken by the Federal

Joint Committee on Taxation to impose a levy on fraternal
benefit societies. We continue to be vigilant and are kept
abreast of all such activities concerning tax exempt status
by the Law Committee of the American Fraternal Alliance.

No new mortgages were issued in the past year and
our portfolio has dwindled to a mere two (2) mortgages.
Both mortgagors are current with their payments and they
each continue to pay the property taxes and insurance on a
timely basis. Our organization continues to offer a wonder-
ful fraternal benefit to our membership by granting mort-
gage loans. Rates of interest and terms are competitive
with commercial lenders; however, ii appears that the said
economic climate has inhibited the membership from taking
advantage of this wonderful fraternal benefit.

Speaking of the economic climate, on a national lev-
el, our portfolio with PNC Investments has benefited from
monetary and fiscal policies last year as interest rates de-
clined and the bond market rallied. The Federal Reserve
cut interest rates over the course of 2025 by 75 basis points
and fiscal policy also produced a stimulative effect. The
Federal Reserve is on hold now with respect to future inter-
est rate cuts, as they consider monetary policy to be in a
neutral range, while they monitor how the economy evolves
from the lagged effects of policy easing. Although inflation
remains stubbornly above the 2% target, apprehensions
about a possible increase of inflation due to tariffs have
diminished. Concurrently, continued signs of labor market
weakness have led the Fed to give increased priority to this
aspect of its dual mandate. | wish to thank Ralph Primavera
for providing us with the wisdom and knowledge to enable
the Board to render effective, informed based decisions
with regard to the management of our portfolio with PNC.

With regard to the home office site, we continue to ex-
plore all options to market and sell the property at issue.
What is taking precedent now is how to address the exor-
bitant amount of property taxes that the organization pays
to the City of Passaic on a quarterly basis. After addressing
this issue directly with the Mayor and Business Manager of
the City of Passaic via a conference call on September 30,
2025, it was determined that the most prudent course of ac-
tion was to challenge the property tax assessments for the
two (2) lots and blocks we now own as a result of the sub-
division last year and hence, file pleadings with the Passaic
County Board of Taxation in Paterson, New Jersey. This
is a routine, garden variety procedure where the applicant
takes the position that the assessments are too high rela-
tive to existing market conditions in the surrounding area
where the property is located.

Consequently, the Board retained an expert on Novem-
ber 21, 2025, by the name of Bruce L. DeAngelo, DeAngelo
& Co., Licensed Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants,
79 Union Blvd. Ste. 2, Totowa, NJ 07512. Mr. DeAngelo
conducted a site visit of the home office on November 23,
2025 with Supreme Secretary Scott T. Pogorelec and the
undersigned present. Mr. DeAngelo took copious, meticu-
lous notes concerning the condition of the building and sur-

(Continued on page 10)

—-9-—



SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, MAY 1, 2026

REPORTS OF THE SUPREME OFFICERS FOR 2026

(Continued from page 9)

rounding neighborhood conditions. He then prepared de-
tailed property appraisals for lot 10.02 and lot 10.03 and
they will be produced as evidence to the Commissioners
of the Board of Taxation and attached to the pleadings |
prepared, which will ultimately be adjudicated upon when
the hearing takes place in the spring. | will keep the Board
and the membership briefed accordingly as to the outcome
of this pending litigation.

As a member of the Board of Directors, | have attended
all meetings called by our Supreme President. My partici-
pation is well-documented in the Minutes of these meetings
published in our magazine, the Slovak Catholic Sokol Fal-
con. We continue to conduct virtual meetings so all Board
members are present via a cellphone or computer in an
effort to reduce expenses incurred by the organization.

On a local level, | continue to serve as President of

Group 1 and President of Assembly 162. | try to attend as
many Sokol functions as possible when my schedule per-
mits. The activities | do participate in are documented in the
Slovak Catholic Sokol Falcon.
As a governing body, we continue to explore any opportuni-
ties which would benefit our membership. Hence, | remain
confident that the membership growth will continue, which
is crucial to the future of the Slovak Catholic Sokol.

Let me take this opportunity to thank all of my fellow
Supreme Officers for the cooperation extended to me dur-
ing the past year. It has been a pleasure working with each
one of you. | urge you to continue to promote the ideals of
the Slovak Catholic Sokol. With the decisions made during
this past year, | am confident that our organization will grow
and prosper and our membership will dramatically increase.

Zdar Boh!

Respectfully submited,
John D. Pogorelec, Jr.
General Counsel

REPORT OF THE SUPREME
PHYSICAL DIRECTOR

In compliance with bylaws of the Slovak Catholic So-
kol, | hereby sub!T)it my Activity report for 2025.
January -March

| helped organize the Annual Supreme Physical Board
meeting. Met with Vychodna Sovak Dancer to help plan
their trip to Slovakia.

| travelled to Pittsburgh PA., to attend annual meeting
of the Supreme Physical Fithess Board. Our meeting was
very productive with great input form all members. Plans
were put in place for all Sports activities for the year. Plans
and schedule for the Heritage Slet were discussed.

| attended the Board of Directors meeting held in
Wikes Barre, PA. We reviewed last year and set up goals
for the new year. After the meeting the Board of Directors

was honored to attend dinner for the Fraternalist of the year.
Honor went to our deceased Supreme Assistant Director
and a great friend Marty Degnan. | was great to spent some
time with his family.

| took part in several Supreme Physical Fitness Board
meeting via Zoom. | kept in touch with our main contact at
Peek’n Peak resort re our Heritage Slet. Work with our Su-
preme Directress to update contact lists for group Directors,
Directress, Group Presidents and Sports Directors.

Work on on-going communication by Zoom, emails
and text with Supreme Physical Fitness Board.

April-dune

Together with our Supreme Directress Katie Swift
Organized Zoom calls for the Supreme Physical Fitness
Board to review the Heritage Slet schedule. We presented
our Board of Directors schedule of events for the Heritage
Slet approval. Continued to closely work with the Peek’n
Peek contact re Heritage Slet re meal plan, room registra-
tion and times for events. Registration for the heritage Slet
were sent out. Both or us organized a meeting with our
Group leaders to discuss details for the heritage Slet.

| took part in this year’s Group 19 annual golf tourna-
ment. Tournament was well attended with our members. It
was a great event. Group 19 raised money for the charity
as well.

Congratulations to Group 19 organizers for a great
tournament.

| took part in the quarterly Board of Directors meeting
over the Zoom. We reviewed progress of our organization
over the last 5 months.

I met with Vychodna Slovak Dancer to review final
schedules for their trip to Slovakia.

Together with our Supreme Directress Katie Swift and
Supreme Sports Director Kathy Watkins run a successful
first Heritage Slet at Peek’n Peak Resort in NY. Heritage
Slet was attended 77 members from our Group. | think all
the Slet participants enjoyed the event.

Thank you for rest of the Fitness Board members who
work the Heritage Slet and to our Supreme Chaplain.
July- September

Together with Supreme Directress Katie Swift sent out
a survey to all Heritage Slet participants for comments re-
garding the Slet and to get suggestions for the future heri-
tage Slets.

[ took part in our Internation Gold Tournament. After my
rounds help out with the
tournament. Thank you to our Supreme Sorts Director and
her staff for a great tournament.

Took part of the Board of Director quarterly meeting
which was held by Zoom, progress of our goals were re-
viewed for betterment of our organization.

We kept on-going communications with the Supreme
Physical Fitness Board via Zoom, emails and texts as well
kept in touch with Directors and Directresses form the
groups.
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October- December

| worked together with our Supreme Directress Katie
Swift to plan 2nnd Heritage Slet. We contacted several new
locations for pricing and availability for next year. We con-
tacted resort, camps and other facilities. As well we reached
out to Peek’n Peak resort.

Attended Quarterly Board of Directors meeting via
Zoom. It was a year end meeting, reviewed our last 11
month.

Held zoom meeting with Supreme Directress and Su-
preme Sports Director to plan next year meeting of the Su-
preme Physical Fitness Board meeing.

Last year we had several new changes and Excite-
ment for our organization. Together with our Supreme Di-
rectress will continue to be a driving force for our program.
We will continue to accept new changes which will better
our organization. | will continue to encourage leaders of all
our Groups to continue to be active not only on their local
level but international as well. | am honoured to lead our
organization to the future.

| wish to express sincere gratitude to the Slovak cath-
olic Sokol for allowing me to serve as Supreme Physical
Director.

Fraternaly yours,
Dusan Dorich
Supreme Pjysical Director

REPORT OF THE SUPREME
PHYSICAL DIRECTRESS

In accordance with the by-laws of the Slovak Catholic
Sokol, | hereby submit my annual report for 2025.
January- March
° | helped organize and attended the Annual Su-
preme Physical Fitness Board meeting held in Pittsburgh,
PA. All Sporting events, plans for the Heritage Slet and
yearly schedules were discussed. We also established a
schedule for future zoom calls, article assignments for the
Falcon Publication, communication goals, activities goals
and all outreach programs for the year.

° | attended the Board of Directors meeting held in
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. At this meeting the Board of
Directors was honored to attend the Franternalist of the
year Award honoring our deceased Supreme Assistant Di-
rector, Marty Degnan. Marty was the dearest friend and is
missed so much already.

° Attended several Supreme Physical Fitness Board
meetings via Zoom or conference call to review responsi-
bilities and update progress on activities.

e Attended the Group 14 meeting to promote local growth
as well as national growth

° Submitted an article to the Falcon Publication

° Updated contact lists for Directors/Directress/Group
Presidents

° Attended the Wreath 22 meeting in support of the
SPFB activities.

° Updated several social media

° Contributed to on-going communication via email/

text, and zoom meeting with Supreme Physical Fitness
Board Members

° Submitted my 2024 report
April - June
° Organized Supreme Physical Fitness Board meet-

ings via Zoom with Supreme Dlrector Dusan Dorich to re-
view the Heritage Slet and changes to schedules

° Presented to the Board of Directors the schedule of
events for the Heritage Slet for approval

° Organized a meeting with all Group leaders to dis-
cuss the details of the Heritage Slet

° Created flyers and forms to share on social media
and the Falcon Publication for the Heritage Slet to increase
registration

° Worked closely with Supreme Director Dusan
Dorich on schedules, contracts, and responsibilities for the
Heritage Slet

° Assisted Group 14 with meal delivery for Easter to
older members.

° Confirmed weekly with Peek N Peak for meal
plans, times, registrations

° Attended the zoom Quarterly Board of Directors
meeting

° Participated in the International Bowling tourna-

ment and assisted Supreme Sports Director Kathleen Wat-
kins and Assistant Sports Director Robert Palchanis with
any needs that may have arisen.

° Contributed to on-going communication via email/
text, and zoom meeting with Supreme Physical Fitness
Board Members

° Organized, shopped, created gift bags, ordered
snacks, and made sure everything was prepared for a suc-
cessful Heritage Slet.

° Worked closely with Supreme Director Dusan
Dorich and staff to have a successful first Heritage Slet
° Submitted an article to the Falcon Publication with

details about the Heritage Slet to the Falcon Publication

July-September

° Worked closely with the Supreme Vice President
to design a survey to all Heritage Slet participants for com-
ments, suggestions, and ways to help the SPFB to con-
tinue the growth of the Heritage Slet in the future

° Attended and worked the International Golf Tour-
nament. My duties included everything Supreme Sports
Director Kaltheen Watkins and Assistant Supreme Sports
Dlrector Robert Palchanis needed

° Contributed to on-going communication via email/
text, zoom meeting with Supreme Physical Fitness Board
Members

° Attended the Quarterly Board of Dlrectors meeting
via zoom to discuss the betterment of the organization

October-December
° Attended the Quarterly Board of Directors meeting

(Continued on page 12)
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REPORTS OF THE SUPREME OFFICERS FOR 2026

(Continued from page 11)
via zoom to discuss the betterment of the organization
° Attended the Group 14 meeting to help promote
events locally as well as Internationally
° Assisted with the Group 14 meal deliveries for the
local elderly Group members.
° Worked with Supreme Director Dusan DOrich to
start the planning for the 2™ Annual International Slet. | re-
searched several new locations. Reached out to several
new resorts, camps, and facilities for pricing.

This past year has brought several new changes and
excitement for our organization. It is important that we ac-
cept changes that will better our organization while still con-
tinuing our traditions and values. | look forward to building
our events for all ages and while striving to keep enthusi-
asm to preserve the values and fraternalism of the greatest
fraternal on Earth, the Slovak Catholic Sokol.

Zdar Boh,
Katie Swift
Supreme Physical Directress

REPORT OF THE SUPREME
ASSISTANT PHYSICAL DIRECTRESS

In accordance with the by-laws of the Slovak Catho-
lic Sokol, | hereby submit my annual report for 2025. As
the Walking Program Coordinator, | ensured all participant
awards for 2024 were given and promoted the walking pro-
gram throughout 2025.

January- March

. Attended the Annual Supreme Physical Fitness
Board meeting held in Pittsburgh, PA. Sporting events and
fraternal outreach activities for 2025 were discussed and
coordinated.

. Attended Supreme Physical Fitness Board meet-
ings via Zoom or conference call to review responsibilities
and update progress on activities.

. Collected Walking Program participant miles, up-
dated participant contact information, organized and dis-
tributed awards.

April- June

. Submitted an article to The Falcon regarding the
2024 Walking Program.

. Attended Supreme Physical Fitness Board meet-
ings via Zoom or conference call to review responsibilities
and update progress on activities.

. Coordinated activities and events for the 2025 Heri-
tage Slet and ordered souvenir gifts for all attendees.
. Attended the Heritage Slet at Peek and Peak and

assisted in directing activities as assigned throughout the
weekend.

July- September

. Attended the International Golf tournament and vol-
unteered assistance where needed.

October- December

. Contributed to on-going communication via email/
text with Supreme Physical Fithess Board Members to
recap 2025 activities and generate recommendations for
2026.

It continues to be a pleasure serving the Slovak Catho-
lic Sokol as the Supreme Assistant Physical Fitness Direc-
tress. | look ahead to working with the board with enthusi-
asm to preserve the values and fraternalism of the Slovak
Catholic Sokol.

Zdar Bo!
Nancy Kropolinsky
Supreme Assistant Physical Directress

REPORT OF THE SUPREME ASST.

DIRECTOR OF SPORTS AND ATHLECTIS
As per the Bylaws of The Slovak Catholic Sokol for
Duties Of the Members Of The Supreme Physical Fitness
Board Section 4.12 (d) | am submitting my year report.
January 2025 - Decmber 2025
January 24-26 Attended the SPFB meeting at the Holi-
day Inn Express and Suites in Pittsburgh,PA
April 12 | attended Group 7’s A Night on the Ice Hock-
ey Game
May 17-19 Attended the 76th International Bowling
Tournament held in Pittsburgh
Resortin NY
August 8-10 | attended the annual International Golf
Tournament at Oakiree and Yankee Run Golf Courses.
August 30 | attended Group 7 annual Sokol Day Picnic
November 14 | attended Group 7 annual meeting.
Respectfully Submitted
Robert R. Palchanis lll
Supreme Asst. Director of Sports and Athlectics

REPORT OF THE SUPREME PHYSICAL
FITNESS BOARD MEMBERS

In accordance with the by-laws of the Slovak Catholic
Sokaol, |, Kristen Popik, respectfully submit the following ac-
tivity report for my final term as a Supreme Physical Fitness
Board Member throughout the year of 2025.

January- April

January 24-26 | attended the annual Fitness Board
meeting in Pittsburgh, PA. We discussed last year, and
planned events and items to make this year fun and enjoy-
able for all members.

January 30th — | submitted my 2024 year end report
via email.

March 12-16 — | posted various STEM activities on
Facebook for the kids to complete over March Break.

April 20th — | submitted my article for the May Falcon
May- December

June 21st - | attended group 19s annual Golf tourna-
ment.

June 27-29 - | attended the Peek n Peak resort week-
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end. It was great to unplug and be in nature with my sokol
family. Such great activities and evening events with every-
one.
September - Attended SPFB meeting for review and
suggestions for Board of Director meeting
September 26th — Group 19 members met up for a
fun game night which | attended
Zdar Boh,
Kristen Popik
Supreme Physical Fitness Board Member

In accordance with the bylaws of the Slovak Catho-
lic Sokol, I, Janice Matlon, respectfully submit the following
activity report for the previous calendar year, serving as a
Supreme Physical Fitness Board Member.

2025
January—March

On January 24th and 25th, | attended the annual SPFB
meeting. We recapped the events of 2024 and discussed
old business in general. Our main focus was deciding what
format to move forward with for the 2025 International Slet,
and it was decided that a Heritage Slet would be the for-
mat. This was concluded after projected participants were
given for each group, and we realized that there were very
few participants involved in the 8-12 age group. It was also
a matter of spending our money wisely and in a way that
incorporate as many members as possible, which we felt
the Heritage Slet would achieve. We also discussed the
bowling and golf tournaments as well as trying to organize
regional events. Finally, | continued to maintain and collect
more money to keep our Sunshine Fund going for sending
congratulatory and sympathy-based communications and
gifts in the coming year.

April—June

The bowling tournament and Heritage Slet happened
within this quarter, and | did not attend because we had
enough Supreme Physical Fithess Board members work-
ing without needing me.

July—September

We had our golf tournament within this quarter, but
once again, | was not needed to work any duties, so | did
not attend.

October—December

In October, | wrote and submitted an article for the No-
vember/December publication of the Slovak Catholic Fal-
con about the topic of bringing some brightness into your
days during the months of the year with the least amount
of sunlight.

Although this was a lighter year of work, | am still en-
joying anything | can contribute to our Supreme Physical
Fitness Board.

Sincerely,
Janice Matlon
Supreme Physical Fitness Board Member

This report highlights the key activities and contribu-
tions made throughout the year 2024.

Virtual Pumpkin Carving Contest
In October 2024, | successfully hosted the annual Virtual
Pumpkin Carving Contest. The event encouraged creativity
and community engagement, providing a fun and festive
way for members to participate from the comfort of their
homes.

Book Club Coordination (January - April 2024)

From January to April 2024, | coordinated a Book Club
aimed at fostering discussion and building camaraderie
among members. The group met monthly to discuss se-
lected books, which spanned various genres and themes.
This initiative had a low attendance rate for meetings but
generated meaningful conversation and connection among
participants who attended.

Article Contribution (November 2024)

In November 2024, | contributed an article to the Slo-
vak Catholic Falcon newsletter.

Conclusion

The activities | led in 2024 were geared towards en-
hancing member engagement, promoting cultural enrich-
ment, and fostering a sense of community.

Zack Manyak
Supreme Physical Fitness Board Member

In accordance with the by-laws of the Slovak Catholic
Sokol, I, Christopher Antosy Jr., respectfully submit the fol-
lowing activity report for my first term as a Supreme Physi-
cal Fitness Board Member throughout the year of 2025.

In January, | attended the annual Fitness Board meet-
ing in Pittsburgh, PA for the second time. Discussed were
ways to improve our events as a whole.

Throughout the early months, | attended numerous
virtual meetings aimed at delivering a successful Heritage
Slet led by sisters Kathy Watkins and Katie Swift.

Designed digital advertisements for the Heritage Slet
that were used both on social media and in the Falcon.

In February, gave valentines to veterans with VCOP (
Veterans Coalition of Pennsylvania) Reading, PA Chapter

April, sold Easter flowers for Group 12

Donated customized golf balls for the Heritage Slet,
which were given out to winners of the mini-golf tourna-
ment.

Worked the Bowling Tournament alongside sister
Kathy Watkins and brother Rob Palchanis, gaining valuable
insight on how the tournament is run.

Wrote an article for the Falcon about the bowling tour-
nament.

Attended the Heritage Slet as a participant, but helped
out in as many ways as possible to ensure a smooth event.

Attended the International Golf Tournament for the first
time in 18 years.

Wrote an article for the Falcon for January 2026 titled
Anyone Can Cook about the importance of cooking with
your children and keeping Slovak cooking traditions alive
within families.

Zdar Boh,
Christopher J Antosy Jr.
Supreme Physical Fitness Board Member
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2025 ANNUAL AUDIT REPORT

The Supreme Auditors have reviewed the records and accounts of the
Slovak Catholic Sokol and hereby present the 2025 Annual Report:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING EXPENSES $ 13,490.62
BUILDING RENTALS
A. Tri County Plumbing rents supply storage space. $ 1,700.00
B. Little Achievers Academic Child Care $ 88,028.74
C. Museum $ 15,000.00
D. Parking leases on a month to month basis. $ 4,285.00
Total Rental income January 1 to Dec 31, 2025 Total $ 109,013.74
FRATERNAL CONGRESS EXPENSES $ 12,043.67
35th QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION - 2027
(Accrued $5,000 a month for Convention) $ 60,000.00
Travel Expense $ 840.50
Total $ 60,840.50
PHYSICAL FITNESS BOARD EXPENSES $ 10,240.80
PUBLICATION EXPENSES
Slovak Catholic Falcon
Printing $ 16,950.00
Postage $ 9,551.80
Total $ 26,501.80
REVIEW OF EXISTING MORTGAGES
A. Outstanding Mortgage Balances: $ 500,339.70
B. Interest income on mortgages $ 23,055.57
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8. SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Scholarships

9. SPORTS AND ATHLETIC EXPENSES

A. 79th International Bowling Tournament
May 16-17, 2025
Home Office Allotment
Supreme Officers Expense

B. International Heritage Slet

C. 70th International Golf Tournament
August 8th-10th, 2025

Home Office Allotment
Miscellaneous Expense
Supreme Officers Expense

D. Other Sports & Youth Programs
Walking Program
Insurance

Summary of Sports and Athletic Expenses
A. 79th International Bowling Tournament

B. International Heritage Slet
C. 70th International Golf Tournament
D. Other Sports Expenses

We, the Supreme Auditors of the Slovak Catholic
Sokol would like to thank the members for allowing us
the honor and privilege to serve as your Auditors.

We, the Supreme Auditors, conducted our Audit in
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards
and practices. In reviewing the accounts of the Slovak
Catholic Sokol, we found the accounts to be in order and
in agreement with the financial report of the Supreme
Secretary.

We, the undersigned Supreme Auditors of the Slo-
vak Catholic Sokol, gratefully acknowledge the kindness
and cooperation of the following during the audit: Su-
preme Secretary, Scott T. Pogorelec, F.I.C., Office Con-
sultant, Peter Dobko, Bookkeeper, Lorrie Pinck, Agency

Pittsburgh, PA

$ 38,850.00
$ 38,850.00
$ 3,780.00
$ 4,453.44
$ 8,233.44
$ 17,805.89
West Middlesex, PA & Brookfield, OH
$ 6,180.00
$ 210.00
$ 6,786.93
$ 13,176.93
$ 1,767.06
$ 336.00
Total $ 2,103.06
$ 8,233.44
$ 17,805.89
$ 13,176.93
$ 2,103.06
Total $ 41,319.32

& New Business Director and Ella Mas, Claims Special-
ist of the Slovak Catholic Sokol.

We, the undersigned Supreme Auditors~of the Slo-
vak Catholic Sokol hereby acknowledge that on, March
18, 2026 we reviewed the policy of the Slovak Catho-
lic Sokol in accordance with PA Act 154 regarding the
marketing practices and found that the Slovak Catholic
Sokol is in compliance with PA Act 154.

Due to severe storms in the Midwest that resulted
in the cancellation of outbound flights, Supreme Auditor
Bradley P. Hoeck was unable to participate in the audit
activities. We acknowledge his intended participation
and note that his absence was solely the result of these

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

unforeseen travel disruptions.

We, your Supreme Auditors would like to assure the
membership of the Slovak Catholic Sokol that we are
active Slovak Catholic Sokols and participate in our
Organization’s activities on all levels in addition to our
regular Supreme Auditor reporting responsibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Jafnes Matlon
Chairperson of the Supreme Auditors

>
!
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Edward P. Majus
Supreme Auditor

Bradley P. Hoeck
Supreme Auditor

“SOKOL FORWARD SPOTLIGHT”

(Continued from page 6)

household items, are a testament to their compassion-
ate spirit. Their heartfelt efforts inspire others to embrace
kindness, protect our community, and nurture hope for
future generations.

May the Sokol Spirit of Assembly 180 continue to
flourish, igniting compassion and inspiring kindness in
all their endeavors, as they shine a bright light of hope
and love in their community.

If you'd like to submit an entry to be the monthly
Sokol Forward Spotlight, please send me an email by
the 15" of each month to vp@slovakcatholicsokol.org
and include the following information:

Group, Assembly, or Wreath Number with city
and state

The name of the charity or volunteer activity

A description of the volunteer or charitable activity
The date(s) of the activity

The frequency of the activity

How long the members have supported charity
or participated in the activities

Pictures of the event

® GGG oo o

Thank you for all that you do, and keep Sokol For-
ward!
Andrea M. Tadlock
Supreme Vice-President

Father James Divastio, from Holy Name of Jesus in
Stratford CT accepts a monthly check from Larry Wells,
Financial Secretary of Wreath 39. It is used to purchase
food for the pantry or fresh items to cook once a month
to members of our community. Holy Name of Jesus par-
ticipates by helping to provide a delicious home cooke-
d-dinner te members of-our community-who are in
need. Each week they serve meals such as roast beef,
stuffed cabbage, spaghetti & meatballs and soups in-
cluding desserts and fruit. The local church feeds ap-
proximately 120 people every week. If HNJ does not
have enough perishables in the food pantry, they utilize
monetary donations to purchase fresh items and protein
meats. Wreath 39 members have in the past; and con-
tinue to volunteer with this wonderful endeavor by do-
nating, shopping, prepping food, cooking, delivering and
serving it personally with a warm welcome and smile.
Sharon Lyman, a member of HNJ has been one of the
volunteers that help to coordinate this effort. The food
is made at the Holy Name of Jesus Parish Center and
brought down fresh and hot to serve.

SAVETHE DATE

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL
35" QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION

AUGUST 7t -10%,2027
AT THE

PITTSBURGH AIRPORT MARRIOT
Pittsburgh, PA

- 16—



SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON, MAY 1, 2026

Toronto Slovak Sokol Golf Tournament

Saturday June 6th, 2026

Cambridge Golf
& Country Club

Optional: $10 to participate in Closest to the
Pin (Front 9 and Back 9). Please bring cash
for this.

Golfers, we ask that you wear
GREEN golf shirts to support

1346 Clyde Road, Cambridge, ON N1R5S7 MENTAL HEALTH aWareness'

www.cambridgegolfclub.com

Registration 9:00AM

First tee-off at
10:00 AM

Cost: $115 per golfer

Payment: e-transfer preferred

(cash accepted)

We ask for your
your generosity!
PROCEEDS WILL
BE DONATED TO
SUPPORT

Includes: 18 holes of golf, power cart, prizes MEN TA L HEA L TH

& BBQ lunch to go at the roundabout to 10" hole

Members of the Slovak Catholic Sokol,
Jednota, and guests are all welcome!

For more information, questions and to register email:

Ed Bajus Jr
ebajus@sympatico.ca
Adam Dorich
Adam.dorich37@gmail.com

Dusan Dorich

dusan.dorich022@sympatico.ca
John Tutko

jatutko@gmail.com

Sponsored by Toronto Slovak Catholic Sokol

Entry deadline: Wednesday, May 27t

Please reply by email to secure your spot (limited to the first 60

golfers).

Group 12
S.C.S. Scholarship
Application

Deadline: May 31, 2026

Apply online at

https://form.jotform.com/243497381045158

or
Scan

Gr 12 Scholarship
Application
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APRIL SHOWERS BRING
MAY FLOWERS

By: Kristen Popik Plevoets

As spring arrives across North America,
those who have a green thumb are eager to
step outside and bring colour back into their
yards and window boxes. Choosing the right
flowers for spring planting can set the stage for
a vibrant garden that thrives through the warm-
er months. Fortunately, many popular spring
flowers are both beautiful and easy to grow.

Pansies and violas are among the earli-
est bloomers and a favourite for early spring
planting. Hardy and cheerful, these flowers
tolerate cooler temperatures and light frost,
making them ideal for our North American cli-
mate. They thrive in garden beds, borders, and
containers, offering bright purples, yellows, and
blues when little else is blooming.

Tulips and daffodils, should be planted in
the fall (so may be absent for this years flower
bed), they often steal the spotlight in spring,
with their beauty and colour. But spring-plant-
ed bulbs such as lilies and gladiolus are also
excellent choices. These flowers grow quickly
as the soil warms, producing striking blooms
that last into early summer.

For gardeners looking for reliable annu-
als, petunias and marigolds are springtime sta-
ples. Petunias provide continuous colour and
perform well in hanging baskets and planters,
while marigolds are known for their resilience,
pest resistance, and sunny orange and yellow
blooms.

Snapdragons add height and texture to
spring gardens and prefer the cooler tempera-
tures of early spring. Their tall spikes of flowers
attract pollinators and bring a classic cottage-
garden charm.

Native plants are increasingly popular,
and spring is a great time to plant columbine
or black-eyed Susan. These pollinator-friendly
flowers are well-suited to our local conditions
and support bees (the good kind) and butter-
flies.

Before planting, gardeners should check
their local frost dates and soil conditions. By
selecting flowers suited to spring weather,
North American gardeners can enjoy months
of colour, fragrance, and a garden that truly
comes alive after winter. As it is my first spring
in my new home, these are some of the flow-
ers | have chosen to plant and start growing
in hopes to bring some colour and life to my
backyard garden.
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*** SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL ** HERITAGE SLET 2026 ***

The Slovak Catholic Sokol has long celebrated a vibrant
legacy of fraternalism, athletics, and faith. In 2025, we were
proud to organize and host the newly established Heritage
Slet at Peek’n Peak Resort. This event marked an important
step forward for our organization, and the members of the
Supreme Physical Fitness Board (SPFB) are committed to
keeping this premier event strong and thriving for many years
to come.

As the SCS embraces the future, the SPFB recognizes
that times have changed—and that we must change with
them. What was once an event focused primarily on youth
has evolved into a celebration for the entire Sokol family. We
have cultivated a more family-centered athletic program that
emphasizes participation, faith, heritage, and community.

We are excited to announce that the 2nd International
Heritage Slet will take place July 16—19, 2026 at Peak N'Peek
Resort in Clymer, New York. This Heritage Slet will place
an even greater emphasis on our shared heritage, Catholic
faith, and family involvement. Christmas in July will be our
theme,so get ready to Christmas Carol and share in all the
festivities. Events included for members will be Opening and

*** Slovak Catholic Sokol ** Heritage Slet 2026 ***
Please fill out one form for each participant.

Name:

Age: Group:

Policy Number:

Email:

**Must be a policy holder to join in events

**If you plan on golfing, you will need to book your tee time and pay on
your own.
$72 per player on Thursday with golf cart

$114 per player on Friday and Saturday with golf cart

*** If you are golfing and need us to take your children to the
activities, please check here __

You can register via the QR Code, forms can be emailed to
katieannswift@gmail.com or mailed to:

Katie Swift 211 Curtis Court, Coraopolis, PA 15108

Closing Ceremonies, Mass, Drill Exhibition, Volleyball Tourna-
ment, Miniature Golf Tournament, Cornhole Tournament, High
Ropes Adventure Course,Paintball, Walks, Catholic Faith
event, Slovak Heritage Craft, Bingo, evening firepit socials,
opening and closing activity and more. Golf rates are avail-
able.

Registration for the Heritage Slet is open from March
1-June1,2026. To register please email the registration forms,
mail the forms, or fill out the attached QR code. This will allow
enough time for the SPFB to meet and finalize all plans.
Rooms are booked directly through Peek N Peak Resort by
calling or via the website. Please make sure you are booking
under the Slovak Catholic Sokol group rate.

We are looking forward to spending time with our Sokol
family. If you have any questions, concerns or just want to
chat about this phenomenal event, please reach out to me
directly or any of the members of the Supreme Physical Fit-

ness Board.

Zdar Boh!!
Katie Swift
Supreme Directresss

THURSDAY
‘times may change
6:00 PM Mass and Opening Ceremonies
7:00 PM Family Fun Activity
TBD Golf Scramble Tournament Dependent
on interest
FRIDAY
9:00 AM Morning Worship Activity
10:00 AM Volleyball (13 and Over) Please __With
note if your group is bringing a Team
team or if you want to be added. __ Please
To be added you must have Add me
experience.
10:00 Mini Golf for Seniors and Juniors
Paintball (must be 12)
Slovak Craft Competition
6:15 PM Dinner
7:30 PM Cornhole Competition
Saturday
9:00-9:30 Morning Worship Activity
9:30 AM-12 PM High Ropes Course
e Must be at least 5 years of
age or min 50 pounds
e Cannot exceed 250lbs
9:30-11:00 Bingo
11:00- 12 Slovak Heritage
5:30 PM Mass and Closing Ceremonies
6:30 Dinner
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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MOTHER’S DAY

Mother’s Day is celebrated on the second Sunday
of May (May 10, 2026) to honor mothers, officially recog-
nized in the U.S. in 1914 following

campaigns by Anna Jarvis.
Anna Jarvis founded
Mother’s Day in 1908 before it
was officially signed into law.
Anna Jarvis, the original
founder of Mother’s Day, came
to dislike what Mother’s Day
became in the United States:
commercialized. She publicly
denounced it and organized
lawsuits, boycotts and walk-

Anna Jarvis
outs.

Mothers Day became an official U.S. holiday in
1914, signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson.

Mother’s Day is celebrated in the U.S. on the sec-
ond Sunday of May every year. In 2026, Mother’s Day
falls on May 10.

There are more than 100 countries around the
world that celebrate or recognize Mother’s Day on their

KEEPING |
TRADITIONS ®
ALIVE WHILE

CREATING NEW

Peek N’ Peak Resort
Clymer, NY

INCLUDED ACTIVITIES:

+ Dpening/Closing
Ceremonies
+ Mass

Minuture Golf * Family Activity
Competitoin " ChristmasinJuly
- Party
:Frrtnge Craft Cornhole « Vollegball
— Competition Tovrnament
Drills * Adventure Course + Worship Activity

respective dates.

In the U.S., Mother’s Day is one of the most popular
days for both church services and dining in restaurants.

There are over 2 billion mothers around the globe.

The average mother will have changed approxi-
mately 7,300 diapers by the time her baby turns two and
a half.

One of the earliest known Mother’s Day celebra-
tions dates back to Ancient Greece, in the celebration of
Rhea—the goddess of motherhood and fertility.

The oldest mother in the world to have given birth
was 74 years old.

The most common Mother’s Day gifts include cards,
flowers, jewelry, spa visits and experiences with family.

Our organization has a won-
derful spirit of giving to uplift our
communities. To honor this tradi-
tion, each Slovak Catholic Sokol
sporting event has a designated
charity to support those in need.
For the 2026 Bowling Tournament,
May 15" 16" in Washington, PA, we proudly support the Dis-
abled American Veterans (DAV).

Since 1920, DAV has dedicated itself to helping disabled
veterans and their families lead better lives. In gratitude for
our veterans’ sacrifices, the Slovak Catholic Sokol invites ev-
ery member to contribute a monetary donation to DAV. You
can donate

Online at
https://support.dav.org/campaigns/SCS-Helping-Disabled-Veteran
Scan a QRC:
. Mail: Please make checks payable to DAV - Dis-
abled American Veterans
o Send To:
Andrea Tadlock

Att: Bowling Tournament Charity - DAV
100 Fletcher Farm Road
Vermontville, NY 12989

During the tournament, the Slovak Catholic Sokol will
host a raffle for gift baskets to encourage our bowlers to help
those who protected us. If your Group or Lodge wishes to do-
nate a basket, please email me at vp@slovakcatholicsokol.
org to coordinate.

Thank you in advance for the dedication and support of
our military veterans. Zdar Boh!

Fraternally yours,
Andrea M. Tadlock
Supreme Vice-President
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KIDS CORNER, “Detsky katik ~
May 2026

Memorial Day Fun Focts .‘0* Q-_ vy %q.
or o9

= Establish oh May 5, 1868 to hohor Civil War

soldiers -
= First khown as Decorationh Day Happy Birthday to Youl
® The red poppy beCame a symbol of Olivia McGrath 4/5
remembrance in 1920 after a reading of McKenzie Royle 4/23
Lieutenant Colohel Johh McCrae’s poem, “Ih Lincoln Her 5/3
Flanders Flelds.” Marek Pettit 5/26
= After World War I, Memorial Day expanded to ]
honor all fallen soldiers of American Wars B Summer Reading
= In 1971, the day OfficCially became Memorial - P
) - rogram
Day and moved to the last Monday in May is Coming!!
= In December 2000, Congress passed the o
National Moment of RemembrancCe AcCt. At 3pm 5 Watch for more details
local time oh Memorial Day, Americanhs are on July 1st

asked to take a mihute of silence to remember
those who died inh military service.

“F‘amilv Time”"
Learn Slovalke Together

~ YouTube has wonderful videos that families Cah watch and learh Slovak. |
Take a few moments each day ahd watcCh a Video or two together.

https://Www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vijkdk3ieHHo

Thank you Michael Kopanic-for the helpful tip!
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KIDS CORNER, “Detsky katik ~

May 2026
Make A Mother’s Day Card
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KIDS CORNER, “Detsky katik ~
May 2026

Memorial Day

flag honor
remembrance

parade po[?p y United States
wreath Memorial Day Monday

bravery Armed Forces ”
: sacrifice
service war

Send me your Completed Word Unscramble for a Chance to Win a Prize!!
If you want to win a $25 gift card, send me a copy of your solved riddle by May 315, I'll randomly select a

winner from all the entries | receive. GOOD LUCK!!
Send your completed entry by email to vp@slovakcatholicsokol.org with your name, group, address, and
email address.
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News and Views

from Slovakia...

NEW RULES FOR VOTING FROM ABROAD

IN PARLIAMENT

Lawmakers from the governing Smer-SD party have
submitted to Parliament an amendment to the law on con-
ditions for exercising voting rights to revise voting from
abroad.

The proposal introduces a new method of voting
abroad, whereby voters would cast ballots at diplomatic
missions instead of by post. It also seeks to extend the op-
tion of voting from abroad to presidential elections. In addi-
tion, the amendment changes the level of the electoral de-
posit for parliamentary and European Parliament elections.

“The new legal framework responds to a long-standing
demand from voters living abroad to participate in in-person
voting in nationwide elections at diplomatic missions, thus
enabling them to exercise their right to vote in the country
where they are present at the time of the election, without
the need to travel to the Slovak Republic or to carry out pro-
cedures related to postal voting,” the submitters explained.

They proposed introducing voting at diplomatic mis-
sions not only for parliamentary elections and referendums,
but also for presidential elections.

“Until now, voters without permanent residence in the
Slovak Republic could vote in presidential elections exclu-
sively in person on election day at polling stations within the
Slovak Republic, after being added to the voter list upon
presenting a Slovak travel document.

Replacing in-person voting at polling stations in the
Slovak Republic with voting at embassies will significantly
increase not only voter comfort for this group, but also the
real accessibility of actively participating in the election of
the head of state from abroad,” they argued.

The amendment also changes the method of calcu-
lating the electoral deposit for parliamentary elections and
elections to the European Parliament. The amount would
be linked to the average monthly wage.

For parliamentary elections, the deposit would be set
at 25 times the average monthly wage instead of €17,000,
and for European elections at 2.5 times the average month-
ly wage instead of €1,700.

“The current level of the electoral deposit has not
changed since its introduction and no longer represents a
relevant sum to demonstrate the seriousness of candidacy
for bodies as important as Parliament and the European
Parliament.

This calculation mechanism will ensure an appropriate
increase or decrease in the deposit depending on an objec-

Selected stories are provided by TASR
- the Slovak Republic’s official News Agency.

tive economic indicator in the Slovak economy,” the MPs
added, noting that the mechanism reflects conclusions of a
ruling by the Constitutional Court.

If approved, the amendment is to take effect as of 1
September 2026.

KIA SLOVAKIA LAUNCHES PRODUCTION

OF EV2 ELECTRIC CAR IN TEPLICKA

Kia Slovakia officially launched the production of the
EV2 electric vehicle at its manufacturing plant in Teplicka
nad Vahom (Zilina region) on Thursday, company spokes-
man Tomas Potocek announced on the same day.

According to Potocek, the EV2 is the second fully-
electric vehicle to be manufactured by the Kia plant near
Zilina. The production of the EV2 model will be exclusively
concentrated within Kia Slovakia, making it the only facility
worldwide to manufacture this model.

Potocek added that this decision underlines the plant’s
strategic importance for European electrification strategy
and strengthens its role as a key hub for the production of
smaller electric SUVs. “In the initial stage, the EV2 is being
produced with a standard battery capacity of 42.2 kilowatt-
hours (kWh) and a range of up to 317 kilometres. During
the year, this will be joined by a version with a capacity of
61 kWh, which will allow a range of up to 453 kilometres, as
well as a sporty GT-line variant,” said Potocek.

The company began serial production of electric ve-
hicles at its Teplicka nad Vahom plant last August with the
launch of production of the EV4 model. This was preceded
by investments totalling €108 million in a comprehensive
modernisation of production lines, including the installation
of a new battery assembly line and the adaptation of tech-
nologies in the press shop, welding shop, paint shop and,
in particular, in the assembly hall.

Kia Slovakia is Kia Corporation’s only manufacturing
plant in Europe. It was built between 2004-2006. Car and
engine production began in December 2006. Last year it
put out 296,550 vehicles, with the three main export mar-
kets being the United Kingdom, Germany and Spain.

OPPOSITION PROTEST AGAINST

PROPOSED CHANGES TO VOTING
FROM ABROAD TAKING PLACE

An opposition protest against proposed changes in
voting from abroad in parliamentary elections is taking place
on Tuesday evening in front of the Parliament building.

Lawmakers are set to discuss the proposal at the cur-
rent session. The protest has been organised by the oppo-
sition Progressive Slovakia (PS) party, and the opposition
Christian Democrats (KDH) and Freedom and Solidarity
(SaS) parties, as well as the extra-parliamentary Demo-
crats, have joined in. Representatives of the compatriots
welcome the protest, appealing to lawmakers not to vote
for measures that would hinder the exercise of voting rights
and to protect the integrity of the electoral process for all

(Continued on page 25)
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Assembly/Wreath

Assembly 9
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 11
Assembly 24
Assembly 28
Assembly 36
Assembly 36
Assembly 59
Assembly 59
Assembly 72
Assembly 72
Assembly 108
Assembly 162
Assembly 162
Assembly 179
Assembly 219
Assembly 295
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Assembly 312
Wreath 1
Wreath 14
Wreath 15
Wreath 29
Wreath 54
Wreath 54
Wreath 93
Wreath 93
Wreath 153
Wreath 168

g
—

‘ IN MEMORIAM

Name

Carol Ann Cappuccetti of NC

Emily Prebish of Milwaukee, WI

Carole A. Terpening of Carrollton, IL
Rose Sullivan of Addison, IL

Judith A. Kaiser of Vandalia, IL

Roger Nosal of Worth, IL

Judith A. Carlisle of Chatham, IL

Mary L. Friedland of Budd Lake, NJ
Faye E. Manyak of Douglas, MA

Carl M. Gulas of Cupertino, CA

Jack H. Hood of Marysville, Ml

Albert D. Occhiato of Laflin, PA
Thomas Kosciolek of Wilkes-Barre, PA
John Galus of Orefield, PA

Sarah M. Perun of Breinigsville, PA
Thomas Motosko, Jr. of Cambridge, WI
Mary Ann Moorcroft of The Villages, FL
John D. Pogorelec, Sr. Esq. of Clifton, NJ
Denis Charles Krivansky of Greensburg, PA
Emil Kurak, Jr. of Yonkers, NY

Andrea L. Hamlin of Finleyville, PA
Edwin Lukas of Garfield, NJ

George M. Schur of Hubbard, OH
Dorothy I. Lukas of Clifton, NJ

Doreen L. Allaghi of Pompton Lks. NJ
Victoria Papesh of Aurora, IL

Helen M. Lilla of Walnut Creek, CA
Edward Brusko of Portage, PA

Mary C. DiVirgilio of Unionville, CT
Paula Ann Chieffo of Hermitage, PA
Lillian Knapik of Youngstown, OH
Eleanor Conroy of Youngstown, OH
Ronald Norris, Sr. of Browntown, WI
Gary Glenetski of Lake Tomahawk, WI
Patricia A. McGinty of Suttons Bay, WI
Julia Sottnik of Amityville, NY
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Age
86
93
90
102
78
84
73
78
80
69
97
82
79
86
95
74
86
83
77
65
63
71
84
87
67
99
94
90
95
83
96
96
83
70
87
95

Date of Death

December 31, 2025
December 4, 2025
December 30, 2026
January 19, 2026
February 5, 2026
February 27, 2026
March 7, 2026
January 25, 2026
January 3, 2026
January 22, 2026
February 6, 2026
January 6, 2026
January 10, 2026
January 3, 2026
March 23, 2026
October 19, 2024
January 13, 2026
February 21, 2026
February 11, 2026
October 2, 2025
March 23, 2026
January 20, 2025
February 17, 2026
March 1, 2026
March 10, 2026
March 18, 2026
February 9, 2026
March 15, 2026
January 31, 2026
March 11, 2026
February 9, 2026
March 13, 2026
February 6, 2026
March 27, 2026
February 25, 2026
December 22, 2025
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RELIGIOUS WOMAN
OF THE YEAR FOR 2026

Sister Agnes Marie Winters, SS.C.M. was recently rec-
ognized as the Religious Woman of the Year for 2026 by
the South Carolina Council of Catho-
lic Women at their 2026 Convention.
Sister Agnes Marie is originally from
Lebanon, PA, and has been a mem-
ber of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius for more than 50 years.

Sister Agnes Marie has served
in the Diocese of Charleston, South
Carolina, since 2007 in many ca-
pacities. She was a middle school
teacher at St. Gregory the Great
Catholic School in Bluffton, an office
assistant at St Peter Catholic School in Beaufort, and since
2020 has been manager of the Thrift Shop at the St Fran-
cis Center on St Helena Island, SC., Sister Agnes Marie
has also been an active member and mentor of the Sis-
ters of Saints Cyril and Methodius lay Associate Program
in Bluffton, SC. Before being missioned to South Carolina
Sister Agnes Marie served as teacher and catechist at el-
ementary schools in Pennsylvania and upstate New York.
She also was on the faculty of business departments at
St. Cyril Academy in Danville,PA, Lebanon Catholic High
School in Lebanon, PA and Andrean Catholic High School
in Merrillville, Indiana—where she also assisted the guid-
ance department.

NewslandlViewslfromiSloyvakia™s

(Continued on page 25)

Slovak citizens without distinction.

“[Premier] Robert Fico [Smer-SD] wants to cement his
grip on power,” stated PS leader Michal Simecka, adding
that everything must be done to ensure the bill doesn’t pass.
“Slovakia can’t become Fico’s autocracy,” he noted. In addi-
tion to Bratislava, protests against the proposed changes to
voting from abroad are also scheduled for Tuesday evening
in Kosice, Banska Bystrica, Prague, and Brussels.

Some expatriate associations have pointed out that
the option to vote by mail is not a privilege reserved for any
particular party, but an essential tool of a modern state that
values its citizens and wishes to stay in touch with them.
They warn that switching from voting by mail to voting at
embassies presents an insurmountable logistical barrier for
thousands of citizens.

“During short trips abroad, it is unlikely that a citizen will
have time to travel to the nearest diplomatic mission, es-
pecially in countries where Slovakia has no diplomatic rep-
resentation. We view such a step as a direct hindrance to
access the ballot box and a weakening of democratic par-
ticipation,” they noted, adding that the proposal to abolish
voting by mail goes directly against the interests of citizens
and ignores more than 100,000 signatures on petitions that
in recent years have called for the exact opposite - the mod-
ernisation and expansion of voting by mail.

SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL OF

THE SLOVAK CATHOLIC FEDERATION

The Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal is in its 48th year rais-
ing money to assist the Pontifical Slovak Institute and College of
Saints Cyril and Methodius in Rome with its day-to-day operations.
The Appeal relies upon the generosity of individual donors in addi-
tion to collections taken up in personal parishes of Slovak ancestry.
A direct mailing asking for donations was sent in January to local
district and branch leaders from the four Catholic Slovak Fraternal
Organizations, members of the Slovak Catholic Federation, clergy
with Slovak ancestry, and previous donors.

As of April 22, the 2026 Appeal has received $19,767.34
from 134 donors. Among the 39 donations received from Cath-
olic Slovak Fraternal Branches and Districts, Assembly 24, Assem-
bly 48, Assembly 162, Group 2, Group 7, Group 10, Group 12,
Group 17, Wreath 54 and the Home Office of the Slovak Catholic
Sokol have donated a combined total of $935.00. Donations to
date have also been received from 9 churches, 17 clergy and reli-
gious, and 69 individuals. On behalf of the Pontifical College, thank
you for your continued generosity and support.

All wishing to contribute to the 2026 Appeal are asked to fill out
the information in the box at the bottom of this article and mailing
it along with your check payable to the Slovak Catholic Federation
to the address provided. Donations in any amount are deeply ap-
preciated and are acknowledged. Gifts received after November
30, 2026 will be credited toward the 2027 Appeal. Thank you again
for your goodness and generosity.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded in 1911 by Rev.
Joseph Murgas, founding Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak
Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA. The Federation brings together under
one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage as well as Catholic
Slovak Fraternal Organizations for cultural, religious and educa-
tional needs. Serving as Moderator is the Right Reverend Gary
Hoover, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey, Cleveland,
OH. National President is Reverend Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F.,
Supreme Chaplain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of Our
Lady of Victory Parish, Harveys Lake, PA and Gate of Heaven Par-
ish, Dallas, PA Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National Chaplain of
the First Catholic Slovak Union and Parochial Vicar with Senior
Priest status at Our Lady of Grace Church, Penndel, PA, serves as
First Vice President of the Federation and is the Appeal Coordina-
tor.

KKK FKFKFKFKFKFKFKFKFKFKFKFKFK K
48™ANNUAL SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS APPEAL

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Amount $

Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and
mail to: Reverend Thomas A. Nasta, National First Vice Presi-
dent, Slovak Catholic Federation, Our Lady of Grace Church, 225
Bellevue Avenue, Penndel, PA 19047-4052
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OBYVATELOV SR OPAT UBUDLO

Slovensko uz piaty rok po sebe &elilo poklesu poctu
obyvatelov pricom tempo tohto ubytku sa eSte zrychlllo
Umrtnost sa stabilizovala na arovni dIhodobych priem-
erov, no porodnost sa dostala na historické minimum.
Celkovy Ubytok obyvatelov nedokazalo timit ani kladné
migracné saldo. Vyplyva to z dat Statistickeho uradu
(SU) SR o demografickom vyvoji v roku 2025.

Na konci roka 2025 Zilo v SR celkovo 5.409.407
obyvatelov, ich poet medziroéne klesol o viac ako
10.000. Od vzniku SR pocet obyvatelov kazdoro¢ne
stupal, trend sa v8ak oto€il v roku 2021 a nasledne
populacia Slovenska klesala pat rokov za sebou. Vyvoj
v roku 2025 predstavoval druhy najvyraznejSi Ubytok
obyvatelstva v histérii samostatného Slovenska, hned
po roku 2021.

»+AvSak hoci Slovensku v poslednych rokoch klesa
pocet obyvatelov, v historickom horizonte od roku 1993
je bilancia stale priazniva. Za tri dekady samostatnosti sa
populécia krajiny rozrastla o takmer 73.000 obyvatelov,*
dodala riaditelka odboru Statistiky obyvatel'stva Zuzana
Podmanicka.

Hlavnym faktorom poklesu populécie SR bol podla
SU v roku 2025 prirodzeny Ubytok obyvatelstva. V
priebehu minulého roka sa v SR narodilo 42.000 Zivych
deti, ale zomrelo az viac ako 53.500 ludi. Celkovo za
poslednych Sest rokov ubudlo v krajine prirodzenym po-
hybom takmer 51.000 obyvatelov. ,Kym v rokoch 2021
a 2022 bol prirodzeny ubytok obyvatel'stva spésobeny
najma pandémiou nového koronavirusu, v poslednych
troch rokoch zohrava hlavna ulohu kriticka aroven thrn-
nej plodnosti,“ doplnila Podmanicka.

V poslednych S&tyroch rokoch pocet narodenych
kazdoro¢ne klesol o 2000 az vySe 4000 deti. S suvis-
losti s poklesom poc¢tu narodenych deti dosahovala
rekordne nizke hodnoty aj hrub& miera porodnosti, ktora
sa v roku 2025 dostala na Urover 776 narodenych deti
na 100.000 obyvatelov. ,Hruba miera pérodnosti sa na
Slovensku dostala v roku 2025 na najnizSiu Groven za
poslednych 100 rokov, teda bola nizSia aj ako napriklad
poc¢as druhej svetovej vojny,“ ozrejmila Podmanicka.

Druhym faktorom ovplyviujucim celkovy pocet
obyvatelov v krajine je zahrani¢nd migracia. Migracné
saldo (rozdiel medzi poétom pristahovanych do SR a
vystahovanych zo SR) zostava dlhodobo kladné. V
roku 2025 sa na Slovensko pristahovalo na trvaly po-
byt takmer 6400 ludi a vystahovalo sa vy$e 4900 osob.
,Druhy najvy$si pocet vystahovanych ludi z krajiny od
roku 1993 spdsobil, Ze po dvoch rokoch pridlo opat k
zniZzeniu migra¢ného salda na uroven necelych 1,5 tisi-
ca 0sob. Od vzniku SR podet pristahovanych do krajiny
kazdoro¢ne prevySoval pocet tych ktori sa vystahovali,
a to od 0,9 do 7,1 tisica os6b,“ poznamenal SU SR.
V poslednych piatich rokoch vSak podla jeho slov uz
zahrani¢né stahovanie nedokazalo kompenzovat straty
v pocte obyvatelov spdsobené prirodzenym ubytkom
obyvatel'stva. — TASR

REZORT VNpTRA REAGUJE NA
SLOVA P. MAGYARA

O NELEGALNYCH MIGRANTOCH

V rokoch 2022 a 2023 priSlo na Slovensko okolo
60.000 nelegalnych migrantov. ISlo o rekordné €isla v histo-
rii Slovenska, pod ktoré sa podpisali byvaly minister vnutra
aj byvaly prezident Policajného zboru. Tvrdi to Ministerstvo
vnutra (MV) SR. Reagovalo tak na vyjadrenla slovenskych
politikov poukazujic na madarského vitaza volieb Pé-
tera Magyara ktory hovoril o praktikach predchadzajucej
madarskej vlady v slvislosti s nelegalnou migraciou.

,Chytanie sa slov budiceho madarského premiéra
zo strany slovenskej opozicie je len slabym pokusom
prekryt vlastn neschopnost a chyby, ktoré byvala via-
da urobila, ked' bola pri moci,“ skonstatoval rezort. Uvi-
edol, ze namiesto rieSenia bezpecnosti obanov situaciu
zjednodus$ovali a zl'ahcovali. Vlada svojou neddslednostou
a benevolentnostou podla MV motivovala prevadzacov a
prispela k tomu, Zze Slovensko sa stalo stcastou nelegal-
nej migrac“:nej trasy. Mysli si, Ze sa vtedy rezignovalo aj na
vyuzivanie nastrojov podla zakona o pobyte cudzincov.

»AK tu bol prilev nelegélnych mlgrantov mali ho riesit v
ase, ked za to niesli zodpovednost. Namiesto toho situaciu
nezvladli, neriesili ju a dnes sa, ako vzdy, snazia hladat vin-
nika vSade naokolo. Pravda je vSak jednoduchd - stacilo
by, aby si priznali vlastni chybu a uznali, Ze to boli oni, kto
nelegalnu migraciu nezvladol. Svojou pasivitou ohrozovali
bezpectnost obyvatelov Slovenska,“ poznamenalo minis-
terstvo. Dodalo, Ze suCasnéa vlada prijima opatrenia proti
nelegalnej migracii a vysledkom je takmer nulova nelegalna
migracia zo zépadobalkénskej trasy.

Magyar vo SVOjom vyjadreni uviedol, Ze na rozdiel od
doterajSieho premiéra Mad'arska Viktora Orbana nevypusti
2200 pravoplatne odsudenych prevadzacov m|grantov z
madarskych véznic. Zaroven povedal, Ze ,,nepr|ve2|eme
migrantov na slovenské hranice, ak by si to vyZzadoval zau-
jem nasho ,soci-kamarata‘ vo volebnej kampani.”

Hnutie Slovensko podalo vo Stvrtok na Generalnej
prokuratire SR trestné oznamenie na predsedu viady Ro-
berta Fica, ministra obrany Roberta Kaliriaka (obaja Smer-
SD) a ministra vnutra Matusa Sutaja Estoka (Hlas-SD).
Dévodom su vazne podozrenia, Ze pred parlamentnymi
volbami v roku 2023 mohlo dojst k Ucelovému zneuzitiu
migracnej krizy v spolupréci s predstavitelmi cudzej moci.
KDH zaroven vyzvalo Fica, aby vysvetlil Magyarove slova,
z ktorych podla hnutia vyplyva, ze zvazanie migrantov
na slovenské hranice bolo pred poslednymi slovenskymi
volbami organizované.

@ ACH, TA NASA SLOVENGINA! @

Princezna Anna Sokovala svet v outfite, ktory nosila
pred 57 rokmi — Pravda.sk

Mrkvové wrapy. — Varecha.sk
Globalny automobilovy lider.. — Pravda.sk
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PRESO MATT DOMA
KYSELINU CITRONGVU

Ak pridate malé mnozstvo kyseliny citrbnovej do
marinddy na maso, pomaha narusit tuhé svalové vlak-
na. Maso bude po tepelnej Uprave neuveritelne krehké.

Ale nielen pri priprave jedal sa kyselina citrobnova
uplatni. Hravo si poradi s vodnym kameriom, je skvelou
alternativou k agresivnym CistiCom a udrzi kuchynské
spotrebice ale aj kupeltiu v top forme. Na rozdiel od octu
nezanechava v byte Stiplavy zapach.

Nasypte lyZicu kyseliny citrbnovej, zalejte vodou do
polovice kanvice a nechajte zovriet. Po 10 minGtovom
odstéati bude kanvica ako nova.

Raz za tri mesiace nasypte 100 g kyseliny do bub-
na/zasobnika pracky a pustite ju naprazdno na vy$Siu
teplotu. Odstranite nielen kamen, ale aj nanosy mast-
noty a zapach.

Rozpustite kyselinu citrébnovu v teplej vode a roztok
nalejte do rozpraSovaca. Postriekajte batérie, nechajte 5
minut posobit a oplachnite. Budi sa lesknlt bez jedine;
Smuhy. Zajdené Skary medzi kachlickami v sprchovom
kute vybielite hustou pastou z kyseliny a trochy vody.

Pri manipulacii s kyselinou citrobnovou v doméacnosti
plati zlaté pravidlo - menej je viac. Je velmi silna, takze
zacinajte s mali¢kou Stipkou a radSej postupne pridava-
jte.

MAMIN HLAS
Taky mas hlas, mama moja,
ako zvonky na uboci.
Zadujem Ta znenazdania,
div mi srdce nevyskoci.
Taky mas hlas, mam moja,
ako Sepot vetra v lese.
Usmejem sa mimovolne,
ked sa ku mne z dialky nesie.
| ked karh&, napomina,
vzdy je to hlas mily, znamy,
ten jediny v celom svete,
l'Ubezny hlas mojej mamy.

E. Cepéekové

1
Vsetko najlepsie,
zdravie, lasku
a Stastie
vSetkym mamam,
ku Driu matiek!
_J

KRATKEISERAV#ZCISUOVENSKANg

Na slovensky trh vstupila 16. aprila ¢inska automobil-
ka Chery - jeden z najvacsich vyvozcov aut na svete.
Znacka s vySe 18 milionmi zékaznikov v 130 krajinach
prinaSa na Slovensko SUV modely Tiggo s hybrid-
nymi pohonmi, bohatou vybavou a pritazlivou cenou.
Znacka cielene rastie v Europe — po Pol'sku, Rumun-
sku, Madarsku a Ceskej republike je Slovensko dalsim
trhom, na ktorych prichadza. A v Eurépe je mimoriadne
Uspesna: v roku 2025 stupli predaje Chery vo Velkej Bri-
tanii a krajindch EU medziroCne o 224 %. Za posled-
nych desat mesiacov do konca februara 2026 neklesol
jej mesacny export ani raz pod 100 000 vozidiel. Len vo
februari 2026 vyviezla vySe 124 000 4ut — medziroCne o
viac ako 41 %. Dévodom Uspechu je kombinacia vlast-
ného technologického vyvoja, hybridnych pohonov a
dbrazu na kvalitu — za cenu, pri ktorej eurdpske znacky
Casto ponukaju len zaklad. Jednoducho: za rovnaké pe-
niaze dostanete viac.

Sucho rOznej intenzity zasahuje priblizne dve tretiny
Uzemia SR. Aktualny deficit zrazok sa postupne prejavil
v prehlbujucom sa pédnom suchu na viacerych miestach
Slovenska. Od zaveru marca sa situacia s pdbdnym
suchom vyrazne zhorSuje. V najblizSom desatdriovom
obdobi sa o¢akava este prehlbenie pédneho sucha na
Slovensku. Podobny trend vyskytu sucha v jarnych me-
siacoch zaznamenavaju meteorolégovia niekolko rokov
po sebe.

Muazeum slovenskej dediny je najvacSou prirodnou ex-
poziciou na Slovensku. Nachadza sa v Jahodnickych
héjoch, vychodne od Martina. Na ploche 15,5 hektara sa
nachadza 143 exponatov slovenskej ludovej architek-
tary, pochadzajucich zo severozapadného Slovenska.
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Slovak Catholic Sokol

205 Madison St., P.O. Box 899, Passaic, NJ *+ USA - 07055

Our Ever-Popular, 304-Page
Sokol Cook Book

is Now in its Fourth Edition
Just $15.50 which includes postage and handling
Sokol Assemblies and Wreaths can order a case of
12 cook books for just $170.00
Place your order today!
Make check or money order payable to:
Slovak Catholic Sokol
P.O. Box 899 — 205 Madison Street

Passaic, N.J. 07055
(Canadian orders kindly add an additional $15.00 for postage)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY,STATE &ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

(Effective January 1, 2015)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR REQUEST
FOR SLOVAK CATHOLIC FALCON

P.O.BOX 899 ¢ 205 MADISON STREET
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055

U NEw U CHANGE

I
I
I
I
I
| 1 CANCELLATION
I

| Certificate No.

I Name

I
| New Address

| City State Zip

I
| OldAddress

SLOVAK CATHOLIC SOKOL
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Have you found yourself looking for a way to memo-
rialize a lost loved one or fellow Group/Wreath/As-
sembly member? Why not make a donation in their
honor to the newly developed Memorial Scholarship
fund? Your donation will as-
sure that an annual scholarship
be given out to a college age
student who best exemplifies
the meaning of fraternalism
and volunteerism. Here’s how it
works: Send a check or money
order to the Memorial Scholarship Fund clearly indi-
cating the name to be memorialized. You can find a
donation form on line at
http://slovakcatholicsokol.org/
members/memorialfrmframe.htm

or simply send your donation to: Michael J. Horvath,
SCS Museum Treasurer, 185 Lawrence St, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18702. Your bequest will be recognized in
the Falcon as well as permanently added to the Me-
morial Scholarship Donation Log which will be kept at
the Sokol Museum. Depending on the amount of funds
collected, we will be able to award at least two $1,000
scholarships annually. The hope is that the donated
funds will begin a self-perpetuating interest bearing
scholarship account.

Have you recently lost a loved one? You might
consider earmarking donations to this fund in their
memory.

Follow Us On twitTer
* Upload the Twitter app on your phone or go to www.twitter.com
* Click “Sign up for Twitter.”
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...
* Choose your username. ...
* Click “Create my account.”
* Search physicalfitnessboard and click follow

INSTAGRAM
* Upload the Instagram app on your phone or go to
www.instagram.com
* Click “Sign up” and enter your e-mail
* Create a username and password
* Provide basic information about yourself. ...
* Click “Create my account”
* Search physicalfitnessboard and click follow




